Unpublished novelist scores
with memoir about growing
up on the troubled continent

By MICHAEL GILTZ

et's not muck abowt,

This may only be Jan-

wary, but it perfectly

clear that writer Alex-
andra  Fuller's  memoir
about growing up in Africa

“Doatt Let's Go o the
“|||..a. Tuonight" — is des-
timed 20 be one of the mast
memorable books of the
FCAL.

Rave reviews
are coming in
frem  publica-
tions like Enter-
rainment
Weekly and
UsA Today,
with many more
likely to follow,

It's 3 marked
change for Ful-
ler, who has

written nine
novels that
weTe “speciacu-
larly unpub-
lished,” she
'|u.u|.'_||.x. urntil
getiing an agent
and then a publisher

within nine days.

=Tt was just surreal how
quickly it happened,” said
Fuller, who pow lives in

Wyoming with her hus-
band apd two kide

“The odly way to deal
with that in any appropri-
ale manner is 1o just drink
so much champagne. 1 was

lued to the celling for a
Ew months.”

The beauty of =Don't
Let's Go to the Dogs To-
night” is that ir's written
without apology or expla-
natlon, despite  being
about a white
family in Af-
rica, fighting
ofl the blacks
in  war-torm
Limbabwe or
scrambling to

et by in Lame

i Fuller
simply pres-
enes her world
maner=-of-

factly.

[]';.1.113 you
for recogniz-
ing the lack of
judgment,®
hil'i !I'II!
A2-year-old.
“That ook tremendous re-
stralnt, and 1 found thar
occasionally judgment
would slip in, in spile of
m}':clf. I wanted pr-:l-ph- Lo

Alexandra Fuller's
“Don't Let's Go to the
drink g0 much champagne.

know | wasn't a racist and
that Mum drank because
the had reason to. And
then 1 thought, people are
intelligent. They can fig-
ure it out™

Fuller Erew up with her

arents and older sister.

lanessa, on various farms
around the continent. Zim-
babwe, especially, was
wracked by civil war —
there were about 5 million
blacks and 200,000 whites,
The blacks, understand-
ably, felt they should be in
charge instead of the other
wiay around.

That meant Dad  was
often away from home
fighting the “terrorists,”
while Mum — a larger-

o e oty
o, , Wag o
wasg glued 10 the celiing.”

than-life character whao
loved Africa binerly
would charge about taking
care of the farm and then
get o half-mast (Fuller's
term for when Mum was
drunk and her  eyelids
w]:'r.c nearly closedh.
's a funny, gripping
tale, for Fuller doesnt
think twice abour the life
she leads. Picking off eas,
racticing firing a gun or

andaging o wound  {in
cate the adults are all
killed), running with the

family pack of dogs, learn-
Ing 10 her asstonizhment
that black children have
last names, oo — fr's all
the same to her and great,
terrifying fun.

Fuller's family survived
it all — desple losing
three siblings ot young
ages Lo one tragedy or an-
other. S50 dealing with the
odd circumstance of Ful-
ler sharing their story
with the world should be
smuall potatoes,

“If this book was fust
about my parcnts or |ust
about my family withouwt
any sort of other historical
context, [ don't 1
would have done " said
Fuller. *They didn't iig{
some contract at birg
“We acknowledge that one
day you may grow up and
ke a writer and tell every-
body lh.al we drink oo
:I'I.'IIILI'l

Though s stated in lhe
:lul!hlrr LII\.F on tIIE
jacker of her book, Iu]il.-r
also takes exception to the
idea that her childhood —
filled with enough food to
eat and enough books o
rvn:’d.h: great  edwcation
and the opportunity o go
to college — could be Lﬁ‘
scribed as “hardscrabble.”

“Someone else said to
me, "[Hd you realize at the
lime you were having an
extraordinary childhood®
Well, no, of course 1
didn't.

“Hut i was pot extraor-
dimary. To grow up in war
and 3 certaln omount of
poverty with the constang
threat of violence and
with parents who are at
least by cermain American

sychababble  standards
dysfunctional] — 1 think
that's actually a pretty
normal childhood.

“An extrasrdinary child-
hood is to grow up in a
time of peace without the
threat of violenee, without
hunger, with iwo parents
who are compleiely loving
and read you "Wind in the
Willows," ™

Fuller laughed.

"My kids don know
right now they're havin
an  extraordinary  child-
hood, although Ive ad-
vised them 1o take notes
so they fﬂ it right when
their books come out.”



