By MICHAEL GILTZ

thing there I8 1o know
At -
Idal™ Think sgain
= T A Idol
=2 1o & grand fi-
male on Fox tonight and to
maorrow 8 Y pum and b5
shaping up & the biggest
shiorw of the sumumer
Here |8 what you need 10
know before watching the
fimal shown,
Do the judges always
maan what they sayl
Dan’i you belleve b,

TI{]NI: you know every-

Case In int:  judge
Bimon Cowe! on-air de
fense of Jus suarini the

boy wonder was perceived

as beln lmur:rr for play-
1o the crow

u-fl .‘-ran:|1_- do feel Ty fise

Justin when he slipped up

andd got arrogant with me 2

few werks ago, which b

nothing in  the prand
scheme of things" saya
Cowell “He sald some
thing. you could see he re
grefied B afterwards For
kim to be criticized for N
was completely wroag.”™
the conmtestanis al-
ways mean what they

l{awt'll.'i healthy cyni-
cism extends o the con-
testants, who bhe would
wefer 0 behave with a
ittle more self-interest

Case In point: the dra
matie ouster of Christins
Christian when she was in
the hasplial,

When the remalning
idole sent messages (0
Christiza, the floodwaorks
opened up and Cowsll's
eyebtows wete Ffaked

Ome of them ahould
have been sifitag  thede
thinkizg “Wiell, there's an-
other one gooée Lhat's Quite
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pood; it's

all better for
me.' " saiE
Shrman.
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once oibe 1AM
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Sept. 17, (The runper-up
u-i?i protably have one ou
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crylng they all start to £ry.
I waiched it with a wry
smile on my face thinking.
‘Okay, they're all turning
into pop siars.” ™

Are the hosts really
that bad?

Mo, they're not But the
writers ate: the behind-
the-scenes staffers who've
been rzn.-‘!mg Brraree put-
downs to Paulta Abdul are
the same ooes who've
been forcing Hyan Seza-
crest and Brian Dunkle-
matn i trade weak banter.

I'm talklng 1 can |[|rr.' her
eves baring inlo the hack
ol myv bead. She hai this -
p]n:;\;h; lonk which s
Amaring ™

How muny of the final-
ists will get a reconding
contract!

All of them are contrac-
rually bound te record for
simon Cowell’s label and
be represented by 19 Man-
agement — the British
agency behind the show
ansd & lot of British pop
Ktars,

sipn them all?

“hloody right™ sy
Cowell. =i 1 fnd W0, Pl
sign the whole lot."

Look for Justin and Kelly
to be shoo-ins, along wit
Tamyri

As for the other, Nikki
may get & deal elsewhere

{And the judges don’ al-
ways dissemble. When Ta
myra was booted off, all
three sald they would help
her in any way. When
Wikkl got tossed, they all

& month laver.)

The DAD from the show
comes out Oct. L The
2E-city, sin-week tour les-
turing all 0 winners be-
gins Oct B in San Diega
(I comes to the Natam
Coliseurn in Unioadale
Oct, 17 and Albamy Oct
19.)

And of course ~Ameri
can [dol I launches in
Febraary.

Forget the contestants,
Is Simon Cowell gay?

Il doesn't work once a

Alter a certain Encc pe=

said, basieally, "Good luek

“t really am seraighe”

year al ihe Dhecars and i Mol If Cowall and 19 don't and guud far you lor gel- {aughs Cowell. =Bui I'm
diesny work on “Amerl- exercise their optlons, the  ting this far”® Olfers 1o asked the question a lot
can Idol” finalkss are f;rr to record  help? None r:l iaty W e Hhe “T
What mare the parents for other labsois. ow can [ satls m L 4
of the finalists like? ln the UK, Cowell signed  “American Idol” needs [t time | ssw Top Ido
Mavbe even more com- the two  floslisn Will ootll the next sditlon In back in the UE 1 F'l"‘““:
priitive than the fisalics  Young and Gareth Gates T ? up one of the judges an
] call one of the Hd's and theee other cosics- Don’t worry, A Gedn said Trve just seen the
mother Laser Eves.”™ said tamrs gt deals elsewhere book s asvailshle right show. [ am so gay” He
Cowell when abour five If Cowell likes five ofthe pow. The single from the sald. "If's taken you all this
copfestants remained "As  American fpalists, will he winner s due fn ores time to realize Simoni™

Winner: Are ‘Idols’ for real?

ILL Young the 23-vear-old win:

ner af the original show “Pop

Idol® in Britaln, woanders
whether the “American Idol” final-
Int are really smaturss .

“The US. puys scem mare pol-
bhed than we did " says Young. who
will pei his firsd Afpsticaf eps0Ee
when he sings on the show tonight

*To me, wisen [ was watching par-
teularly someoans [ke Tamyra, |
wan thinking. My God, youw're Whit-
ney Houston! You could be doeing
that performance & the MTYV
Awards’

“1 waa really, really impressed.”

Young's been watching some 1l|['l‘l'l
aof the Amerkcan episodes and while
judge Simon Cowedl and the produc-
ers have all said the Americans are a
better batch of singers. Young sus-

cin they've slready besn proomed
of fardam

*Thev're brilllant® ssys Young
whao's it LA rehearsing for the show

Since winning “Pop Idol™ ia Febwu-
ary, Young's first single, “Anything
is Possible Evergreen™ debuted
Mo, | agd sold more copi=s In s
firnz woeek (L1 million, to be exuct)

than any single in UK kistory,

Young's had a second No. | single
dlnze then (u cover of The Doord'
“Ligha My Fire™), a third record
comes out this month{ir's & duer on
the Beatles classic “The Long and
Winding Road™ with his “ldol”™ run
net-up Lareth Gates).

Slmon Cowell for one, sees a di-
rect link berween Young and one of
thie v fisualises

“1 see mxch huge similarities be-
WeER I-;-r'_lr [Clarkson] and WilL it's
unbselisvable.” sy Cowell

Michael Glire



