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By MICHAEL GILTZ

DES the “American 1dol”
I] Santa have one more gift in
his bag?

The talent show has been a
ratings supersiar for Fox and a
Yy of sunzhine in the other-
wise gloamy climate af record
sales,

i, “Wierld 1dol” airs in
mare than 20 countries, with
=American [dol” Kelly Clarkson
and original UK “Pop Idol™ Will
Young [aetng off againse 9 other
winners from around the world.

".‘."J'l:. alr such a podent {ally Inig
show o Christmas night, when
TV is usually a bunch of reruns
and families traditionally go out
to the movies?

Because efsewhere around the
world, Christmas night is
among the higgest TV nights of
the year — jam-packed with
spm.'l.uh. and favorie shows, the
equivalent of Super Bow] night
here, In England, for instance,
Christmas Day helped launch
“Who Wanis To Be A Million-
aire.”

Can America learn to love

Christmas night TV?

Can these kids change |
forever the way we
watch Christmas TV?

“Fox has a tough task in
chanping Amertcan habirs”
snys hlare Berman, the Miclsen
ratings guru at Mediaweek.

“It should do ckay,” he says,
pointing out that last year Fox
aired a rerun of the animated
mavie " Anastasia™ “Wo

fok a |:i4.'.|l rrl:i::r walch
i

says Berman addin
“World Idol' should be the
es1 rated show of the nighe.”
The idea is o entice viewers
through their patriotism = en
eourage them to oo — and
then vote = for America's
Clarkson to ourshine stngers
from the Metherlands (Jamai
Loman), Australia (Goy Schas-

tiand and Poland (who calls her-

sell Alex, real name: Allcja fan-
052), among others.

15 a natianalist karasoke
match Europeans indulge in
eviery year during a ]u'gij'
rated special called Eurovision
that does much the same £

Even convincing Clarkson
and Young to participate was a
bit wricky. (1f the show murns

infto an aniwal event, futute

doubtless
liged to take

“Tdol® winners
be contractually
part)

As judge Simon Cowell points
out, Grammy nomines Clarkson
and Young had "no incentive”™
to take part, while the relative
unknowns from elsewhere
“wionld jump at the chance to
beat those two. All Kelly and
Will can do is go from winmers
o Masers.”

Bt while Younp has proven
Iduls needn't be a Mash in the
pan — he's had five Mo, 1 sin-

gles and his second album just
debuted in the top spot — nek-
ther he nor Clarkson has been
able to parlay thelr relatively
local fame into internatbonal
stardom. (Y oung charmed the
pants off journalists during a
press conference last year for
“American Idol.™ but his an-air
American debue fell resound-
ingly Mav}

At wors, FUS viewers don™t
Tuddle around the TV, ar least
the youtg singers have a
chance to show ofl thelr chops
In frong of 50 milion potential
record buyers arcand the
world,

ABC too sces potential in
Christmas night. It is dn‘-hl.l'.in::
its WNAA basketball seasan (wiath
Justin Timberlake singing the
new theme song — take I:'Il_'.l.
Kelly Clarkson) tonight also,

Perhaps, Chrlstmas night TV
will become the same draw that
Thanksgiving was when
“Friends™ and Must See TV
began alfering new eplsodes
durbing the late “Wis and ereated
a sort of instant tradition.

=l worked for NBL," con-
cedes Berman.

Young with Kelly Clarkson {below), face off,

Betting
the ‘World’
on Kelly

1\ B MERICAN Idal”
winner Felly
Clarkson is also the

odcds-on  favorite o win
“World Idal”™ airing to-
nighi (8 pam. b on Fox,
‘\rw'r.lg Internet bertlng
sites, Imcluding e
rwwiscom  and  Mybet-
tingrao.nk, have Clarkson
beating ULE. “[dol” winner
will Yivbg om 1onlght’s
which pits 1
champs oo around the
world against each other.
Somarky  "Idel”  judge
sSlmon Cowell will be one
ol tonight's judges for the
tworpart competition,
which wraps next Thurs
day, Jan, L, at 9 pam
(Ch, 5H Past TV StayT
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