This week’s

best new
DVDs:

By MICHAEL GILTZ

AS amyone oWT fee
l_'l'll'l".l L1 |:|.|..|,|'I. ‘ILE'
for taking & chance aa
Ay Richier?

When Richier an-
nounced he would be leay-
ing “Late Night with
Conan O'Brien® in 200
alter seven wears. people
got downrighe misty

Howard Stern  berated
him for leaving a cushy
job that paid & reparted

500,000 a year, I Richier
owned a dog there's a
good chance 1l was refus

ing 1o play fetch.

=] wan sort of amazed af
the reaction™
3year-old actiar
1 got, Well, you'lll be
missed, bul marel’ Bt
then there were 8 lot of re
ally hamdile resciiom

=1 thought, et whal I'm
this coumry is
¥ Taking chamces
snd stepping cut from

somethin
ke an |l-'i:

lsughs the
A1 fira,

This is 1|m'1"r
an czample of the enire
;r.::whrul wpirint
=Bt 'pc'-lrll' sk,
dare you! You're making 4

"Hiow

[l '-'IJ.-} and you're
1kr gt v all  awayl
Youll pever woik 1|,.J'||.‘|.

You're polng 1o be David
Carusol It was hilarous”

The underlylng assump-
thon was that Richeer was
hicky to get the perfect
lazy man’s job of sidekick
and  that  he slmply
wopldnt be succeialul at
anviling elwe. [Hdn't ihey
remember  Richier had
made his mark in the the-
on the post-mod-
ernn satire “The Real Live
Brady Show=

i leand

Al whan abhogt his early
IV work, such m tha
characier fole i
“Hard Copy™ wheie
Rickter ployed @

made prosinute for @
crime  Teenactmend
video?

Naysmyers be  damned
for kis mqrd:ul.'p titled wit-
com — Richter
Controls the Unlverse™
— i one of the unexs
p\-n:wd Jr'IEH]'.I'L af the sed
son. Alring Tuesdays ot
B30 alier * t Tos
Show"™ beginning March
1% kt's a droll blend of of-
fice comedy and “Ally
MeBeal™-iype (antasy se
uUEices.

Richter plays an every-
man schlub who wriies
technical manuals and has
to share his office with the
new guy. His best friend s
s0 good-looking he never
has 1o do any work. And
the fiew Feceplionddd s o
cute he can’t gt up the
nerwe 10k her oul “I'm
m,*r insists Richier. "1t
codearing™

S50 s the show, which
was created by Vicior
Freson, a write who brole
Ihwnﬂ on A" worked

Aboul You® in
its beyday and has stru
gled 10 make his hu:‘h

.105&

2

&y

Conan
who?
Andy
Richter
breaks...

ona of the unix
Hights of §

with his own wark ever
snee

In one typlcal eplsode,
Rickter dates a ;|r| L5
furne out 0 be 3 bigot. In-
siead of dumplng the
“hate-sponiting  hottie,” he
limply alleviates his guilt
by wolunteering a8 the

Out

Caming In Andy: The new
Fox norbes “Andy Richier
Gouwitrals the Unlversa” is
ted de-
EEASON.

:rradl.gcd MATTIAgE, = @k-
plains Richter, who had
devclopment deal alter
leaving “Conan™ but hadn't
prodosed anything yet. *1
was sorl of distracied by
the birth of my won Fox
called my manager and
said, “Hey, be needs o pot

‘People said: How dare you! You'll never wark

again. You're going to be David Caruso!'

lacal Jewiah center. In an-
other, be and the recep-
tionlst po to a “Sound of
Misske Sing-Along™ to-
|¢|.'1|:|r'r. giving Richier a
chance 1o sing “S50 long.
farewell™ when they say
goodnight.

Richter remembers Fox
playing matchoaker,

“The network said, 'Let
us #ef you up with a show
runner on a Blind date and
maybe it will become an

on the stick or he's going
to miss this season.’

“They supgested Vietor
Fresco and he flew out o
New York and we had din
mer al @ restauranl ooy
neighborhood.

=1 immedistely clicked
on his Idea, becnuse [ was
the Bt one that didn't de-

end o the who or where,
it was the how, the gim-
mick of seelng everything
from the narrator's polnt

of wlow., Every show could
relyvend itsell”

Fresco knew |.1|::1|J|I:||:'. 1]
work with Richter would
ke & big sicp for il of
them.“It's like dating.~ he
aayL “You're trving to e
what the relationship
poing 1o be ke 15 this
Lo, T I'l-..-'l 1 want to e
in a relationship with?
Are ithey gomng 0 be
demanding! Are they
going to be respectiul?

*Uhar Mrst date w2 15
Mew York He took me o
have Greek food. 1 tried
not to read anything Into
i, We talked about the
ldea for the show for
mayhe 10 minutes. Then
we lalked about having
kids wnd u.mLIu.g on
“Conan® and just trled to
el b0 know emch other,
Wlear made me feel com-
fortable  was that e
seemied llke & normal guy.”

MNow Richter |8 bhack

with
shavid' wiis
famously rencwed in dribs
and drabs. (It seemed like
NBC was calling them up

'I-I.'!Iﬂ'll’! hl’.‘ h!.l.”'l.'d
“Conan.” That

doy by day to sy, “Sure,
you can file snether epl
soide") Mow Conan has
been renewed for another
fpar vears at 585 million &
S X5

And Richter?

All be can do know is ikt
back asd wall 1o see the
rafings. Richter grew up
with Carol Burnert
Show™ and then had his
comedy tastes defined by
David Letterman. S50 gel-
tng to do “Late Night™ lor

F

She’s waving
the flag for
Danny: P.104
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seven years I8 already
more than le ever imag-
ined. 5o maybe now, with
bids own ahow, he can start
o i Hallywood?

*I'm getting a mew oar,”
sidmits Richier, who had 1o
apvwer another call during
the interview. “That was
the car guy, =0 | had o
talk 1o kirs The Vobro sia-
o 'wagon Comes off
lease a0 F'm trading up. F'm
petting sm  Amdi  station
wagon! I'm getting &
faster, sexier  wiation
wagnn (o fit my pew status
an a TV star, And then 'l
hope | can pay for i~



