One-way rid
into history

Angela Bassett gets on the
bus (up front) as Rosa Parks

By MICHASL GILTZ

IKE most people of her generation,
l_ d3-year-uld actrent Angels Bassett

can't remember the fire time she
hieard about Rosa Parks,

Tha Civil Rigits herolne was simply an
leon, someons that was alweys present I
storles and songs and history, Mt It
wasn't undll Bassett began researching
Parks's life for the TV movie “ Rosa
Parks” (airing naxt Sundoy st 9 pan. on
CRS) that Bassett really nppreciated her.

“Rosa Marks was radicalized hll‘f on by
her grandfuther and mother and, o
eoirse, her hushand ” says Bassett, wha
can add Parks vo the st of (amous real-
life women she's pormrayed. such as Betty
Shahary in “Malcolm X.° MirJ:.-ﬂm
son's mom Kathesine in “The Jac
An American Dream™ — snd, of course,
bz fierce, Oscar-nominated performances
&S Tins Torner i *"What's Love Got 1o
D?tv;:'ﬂ] - Beople. I

e many st skmaply
theught of Roza Parks s 3 woman wha
was bred of giving in o tined of staading
op amd et refused 1o move that dey,”
Basset® sars. ] wasn1 aware that the had
had an sirescarion with that same drivet
12 years previously snd had made a con-
ltlﬂl.lﬂ. decisian to never board his bua

n.

“Che remembered bim. He, of coure,
didn't remember her. But pow he's bound
to her for the rest of his days and
throughout history whether be likes it or
not. And | hear he doea not [Like ic).”

The TV filn is the latest projoct Setl
Lad & hand In producing Gettlng In-
valved in castlng and the chalee of diree-
tor lets her wor Hmmﬂnlu Like the
movie's director Julle 1, who helmed
the 1951 film “Daughters of the Dust®

“Julie: Dash Is intelligent and sensitive
and guite the warrior,” ways Rassett, “You
nead all those thingy when you're wark-
ing im the relevision sreas Sometimes the
wiork has to be done 30 ¥. these's a

of losing somms ol the nusn-
m muances inclods detalls of the
daily bumilistions thar blacks faced in the
mm»lﬂm tha obwvi-
ous — guch g "Whites Only”™ water fous-
tai=s and the seating o6 buies — “Row
Faris™ shows a courtroom where evea Bi-
bles are labeled “Whites Ouly.”

1a the local departmens sore, black
children mu bring in traces of their feet
tn by new shoes — only white kids are
allowed to try them on and anly white
kids are permitted to put thelr fest inside

"ow, fulis, who ks a Hrtle bit alder than
me, she remembers that ™ says Basders
“She abio had a book on scan sachines
wnd the fluoroscope machine acrually was
E:nn.u.‘.' T it w;.:tru.]!j. really hing
harmful ~ lzughs. =Tt was 2 good 1
those kids coulda’t pul thelr leet [n there,
We wanted too, but actually it termed out
o be cmﬂcr—cmub[:i;

‘l'h.wﬁ."k.n:a "~ detalls the activin
#lde of the womuin, the heart of the fllm (s
the strain it put on her murriage, with
Parks and her husband enduring harass-
lng phone ealls, the losd af thelr jobs and
the constand threst of violence,

“It wasdt easy bigt Lh:]l did endiire.”

Rloza Parks (above, bel “

mre thian lmunium ghvin “:
discrimination, sa mummhl.
as (ha civil rights n in the CBS-TV movie).

tays Bagset, who first met Parks bn 1994
ut an awards ceremony where she was
sealed between Parks and James Brown.
“It was & commitment they made belors
God when they became married. Despite
the trials and the sacrifices that their per-
sonal life took and their professkonal [ife
togk, they remained committed to cach

LmeT.

= of course, is daing mwch

than enduring She bs Mourisking She pe-
3 vd on stage 2t the i

doesc'’s fall in her lap,
“t's nog hike [ e what F'm dolng two
from aow,” says Hassett. "1t's nol

years , |
an X-zay maching that lets them see how, . casy yes [os sl a struggle, bug Ladll,
well thashoes fils 1 5= ot on g o ndp e RRVEST oY .
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