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What to do
when a lover
is paralyzed?

By MICHAEL GILTZ

a gut-wrenching di-
lemumea
In musthisr Ann Pack
er's first novel, a youn
woman realizes she s fall-
|ru. oul of kowe with her
flancé when he suifers a

rrible sccident and be-
comes 3 quadriplegic,

“The Dive From Clau-
sen's | a best seller
since ing clasen as @

book club pick by "Good
Morning. America,” begins
with a terrible  guestien:
Should you do l.ll'lut'n ex-
pected of you, or be true
o your own desire o
cak way (o o
doomed relationship?

I'his i=n't just the staff of
melodrama. Packer experi
enced a Gunily rragedy in
T OwWn il a5 1
l0-year-obld when her fa-
e sulfered a stroke and
copme paralvzed on his
right sid
Excepr in her slation,
Packer aaid. “mv  father
ended up committing sui-
e The suthor de
d to discuss the expe-
e further.)

SR thds  evemt
shape the moral

rum il the heart o I' l: Ml
~|.I'|:-\. Mor”™ which is the
tigih reason for s sue-
cess, Macker Vs

*[The book]
nerve,” the 43-y
thor said. *Ever
make & choie

Pinke 10 Yo
thing, pewple do in o small

Wi n a daily sig, and
in 3 big way omce or Pawics
ina hifetime,

Io thee movel,

rivies in MNew

hit a
Hd au
ne hiks 1o
ot heing
Ii"s soanse

Carric af

York Chy,

Ann Packer, whase *Dive™ gol a TV plug, was Inspliod by lvir dad's paralysis.

thanks to a fricmd who
dangles the wmptation of

free rent inm oan alldbuoats
abandoned o nstone.
For Carrie, it's the first

lime she's faced the werld
un her own, Packer, howe-
cver, pot an earlier jump
on har literary career. Her
father put Philip Hoih's
Ty wriney's  Lom-
aint™ on a summer read-
ing list for his daughter
w |:|'|1 she was 12

Shie was an avid I1.'_n1-|'r.
I"J| with a II'I'.HI'I'L"I.' .II1'\.|
brother w wWroie g
was determined nof fo be-
coime i aut hor

It was premy active
tesislafic said Macker.
whuo lives in San Carlos,
Lalif,

Ultil, that is, p friend in
collepe asked her to take a
writknge  ¢lass, "It must
have been what I needed
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to da,” she satd, “becanse |
alidi't resist very much.”
Packer quickly fell In
lowe  with writimg. She
started righe ar the wp —
.-Iud:,'||1|.: at  the  Tamed
lowa Writer's Warkshop
and gquictly submitting st
rics on her own to The
Mew Yorker
“Mostly 1 got back these
very  nice  handwritten
notes rejecting my stuff.”
One day, however, the
sl tejeciion pode was
replaced by 1% pages of
Iypewritien CUmImenls
Her  latest story  hadn't
been accepted, but things
were looking up.
“They said they
|L||”'¢ liked it b
SOME e stioms, and some-
times  revisions  dide’t
work out, but if 1 hap
rened fo want to revise I
they wouild have a look.”

really.

Maturally, these really
facker  was e re-
more than views. It
happy o re- was b=
vise |, and yovinid a
made her dream
first sale. coineE  imee,
Chther shiart opl becatse the
stories in The dream was
Mew Yorker, 354 pages, $24 putilica
|'i|ll|y]t\hjr:= il elee- L™
w h'."tl' r'.'lﬂlﬂu"-'!’i!. 1= rlll.I.'II!' A Mo -.ll"'.l]"

Then came an idea that Mot yet, bur it's likely,

shee says. It's alsoe likely

wasn't meant to be a short
story, and Packer knew it
She pushed ahead anyway,
never smainimg 18 would
be 10 years before she'd
finish “Clausen's Pier.”

"It was a very lomg writ-
img process,” said Packer,
“1 |!|.||| months, maybe
years, where | thought of

stopping. 50 when | sald
i, that was i, And W
the book started petting

hir next book won't take
qile & lang 1o finish

“1 hope against hope it
wanl [ 1 vears,”
lawghed Macker. *1 was on
A radio frAOEranm amd the
host memntioned a woman
who had written a book of
stories in slx  days  and
then sold it! So [ think il
L TET T u.]u. e between six
days and 10 years




