Expat spills ink

Financed by ‘Jeopardy!,’ Phillips pens novel
called ‘Prague’ — though it’s set in Budapest

By MICHAEL GILTZ

s EeliCia, fepo MEm, cvn-

dom  whalesaler, stand-up

conties Arthur Thillips has

failedd ot them sll. He's anly

T, yet this Minneapolks-
born Harvand man hes adready
burned through a liferime of
CAMTET-

Tiar thanks to the sacces of his
debut nowel, “Praguee” (52405
Mandom Hoase;, T30 pages), cur
renihy 31 Mo F i Mew York on the
Marnes & Noble best-scller liat,
IPhillips might juse stick with one
pocupation (o the foreseeable
Teture,

Though young  Americans
canmesing through the detritiay of
Esstern Egrope ia already some-
thing of a eliché, Thillips’ ke on
ex-pat angal has parnered rave
reviews from The Mew Yorker,
Perwrweek amd others

s alsp sparked medis mierest
of the kind that hit la year's
brezkout  wikhor,  Jonathan
Franeen. Last week alone, [hillips
appeared on National - Public
Hadio amd read from his bk at
ihe BAN store of A2nd Street amd
Brosdway = o more than 150
reophe whio crowded o

L Hew Yok P, Suncay,

Phillips' bemusement with his
escwduompnad fame was evident in lus
rappon with the sadience.

1 could pead something clse,”
he offered, to much kmusement,
after pie alder woman gathered
her belongings amd  irundled
Fuay

“Progue™ — scfually set in
Budapest, whene PMhillips lved for
n few syoars = deals with the
intersecilng lives of Emily, an
American Embassy  emploves;
Jodin, & PEPOIET ITyuag (0 Focon
nect with his abranive brother;
Mark, a gay Cansdian subsamed
by noutalpia and Charkes, a buasi-
LEa T ET

Bt the nowel's bravura
maments can be found in the
comvplutcd ksiory of 3 Hoogar
an publishing house and in the
tale of Mudja, an agimg piankst ot a
local jaee clube

Phbllips, whin's been
Inning bia Pares wiik his witie, Jan,
and their 3 Ypyearold son e
what he termed & "lomg-term
toairhstle experience,” has been
i b |'r5r the success of his
e

He cupected the endeavor 1o
e e !.},r ) of hin other shaort
lived careers. "] aasuimed — as |

by 14, 20m

think lone] probably should —
that i wasishd oever gt ru}-li'ahmi.
and I'd mever have an spent, and
no aoe would ever care,” b said.
Fven oo,  the pruscess
of creating the book was o revela-
tion for Mhillips, who had abso
tried (and shandaned) hnn,g 3
child actoq and speech writing.
When he started 1o wrlerrm-
Thon. Philli e realieed he'd
found |||.!I{:.‘1m =This is why 1
faven't been any pood ai previous
jobal® e pemeinbered ll‘mﬁ:m.!:
To hisv credit. Phillips didm't
spetid his years ko Budapest tak-
i potes. Why hother, when so
maany athers were dobng thal ver
thing? “There was a Yot af i
beeing spilled™ by would-be Heme
ingrwayn, nodcs the aothar
Besides, he was too busy honk-
gt and squraking on ithe [efior
saxophone,
=1 wak werioun, but scrious and
poed are tww wvery  dilfesemt
thangs,” wakd Phillips, descrilring
his ability in the instrument. (He
says jaze legends Lester Young
ancd Dexter Gordon are lils idals.)
The condom business never
panned out, becante the prophy-
lactics he was trying o wil were
iz lapan, and be ookl con-

vimce Exvicern European nera o
Iray them, he sy

Repo man proved oo betier,

1 was working with this Hun-
pariaa palice defective who was a
] of Sleven Seagal movien,”
T hillips said, “and he was teiling
mer e thought they were the mas
realistic police films he'd ever
L8

I'H.':-['litl_‘ tha |1y|-r. ki jols widbei
irmvolved iedlous and  frolibeas
weatches lor ile vehicles of delin-
(e ED T

It was & ot of sning in = cor
with & sandwich snd binoculars,
wuiting fur 4 Hungarian prostitute
to show up | never found [her]
ear, | never foand aoyihing”

Phillips had beter luck with
romance, falling for lan. who is
thee firnt render of afl b writing

“1t must have bren the summer
of " recalied Philllps "We'd
just gotien marrled, and my wile
was dublous abowl my shility o
earn & lving, | exid, "Mk oo weory
T'm poing on 2 games show. The

ZE gl

" % et L

gaiiee show shoukd clewr ap all
lears, oy darling.™

He weni on "|r1pp;rd'|.l" and
swept the feld for an entire week
= provieg especially srromg in the
*Dogs” caregury. (When “Spons”
came up, Phillips woold preiend
1o drop his burrer)

*I scrually wothed om well™
laugched Philligs. *[My wife] zakd,
Yo have o one-year eprieve,”

And mi the end of that year
what promising, lucrative career
path dicd he propoac?

£ His g 2% R repa
i BB

T

Morvelng,

M roune, with bl reviews,
grrwing press coverage and a read
ing tour, that's woeking out surpris-
ingly well. In fnce, Phillipa ks cur-
remtly 31 wark oo his speond movel,
though he hoax oo deal with Ran-
dewm Hhimete or amy other publnbes

Al the packed Barnes and Noble
resding, one audience member
askedd the author when his nexi
ook will be completed

*1 dan’t know” said Phillips. =1
haree i e chororsy a™



