Ask any cop what
their favorite cop
show is and the

answer may shock

you. Not “NYPD Blue”
or “Hill Street Blues.”

They all loved
“Barney Miller.”
Because TV Land is
adding the classic
silcom lo ils regular
primetime schedule
Lhis week, we asked

the original cast o tell
us what it was lile to

workon. ..

Ey MICHAEL GILTZ

12l Linden — Bamey Miller

Abe Vigoda — Fish

Max Gail — Wojohowricz (Wojo)
Ron Glass — Harnis

Steve Landesberg — Dietrich
Torence Stantey — Dernice Fish
Marcy Carsey — ABC executive

AL LINDEN: | had the lnh
Tufoare rmet [ereator and
producert Danny Arnold. He saw
me in “The Rothschilds” on
Brondway in 1970 “Barnev
Miller™ didn’t turn up until ‘71 but

he'd seen me in that show and
deerded 1 was the one for the part.
And at the time | wasa
"

v knew me in
ifurnia | was nothing in the
rest of America. Nobody knew me.
And 1 knone he had a lot of
difficulty with the network by

aying | was the one for the 5

ABE VIGODA: I'm a jogger. |
was jognng in Los Angeles at the
time. 1974. My agent ecnme to me
and said, “Go up to see Danny
Arnold at Studio City. They're
casting for a show called 'Barney
Miller™ But I said I'd been jogging

wow for three miles: [ should go
home and take a shower. He %md
“No. no. You must go right now.”
So I went and sat down.

There he was. Danny Arnold.
And he said, *You look tired " |
said, “1 arn tired; I've been jugging
three miles.

He said, “You look like you have
hemorrhoids.” I said, “What? Are

you a doctor or i provducer?”
He said. "Pert
No nu(lllmnn\u and [haven't
auditione
MAX (u\]l. l was getting ready
to leave acting for music. But |
went over and | read for it
Danny said, “1 did this pllwl once
before. I'm doing it aizain. The guy
that played this part was great;
I'd really like to use him. I've
scripts written for him. But he's
:omg this play and [ can't get

And it was Charlie Haid [who
went on to star in “Hill Street
Blues."|

RON GLASS: Danny called me.
It wasn't an audition, it was just a
meeting to talk with him.

Apparently he had seen an
cpisode of “All in the Family” [
had done. We just sat around and
talked. There was a black
character in the pilot and that
actor, Rod Perry, got hired to do
"S.WAT"
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II. touk that job so the black slot
1 open. {anghs|
'E LANDESBERG:
I)nnm Arnold saw me on [the
sitcom | “The Paul Sand Show™
laka Friends and Lovers™]. He
hired me as a crook on *Barney
Miller” hased on that

VIGODA: Flurence Stanley did
o0 audition with me at
inny Arnold knew her. And
mon knew her and he
mentioned to me that “she'd be a
wonderful \uf«- |'ur you.”

FLORE STANLEY:
Danny Ay xkl \\lli $0 sure of
himsell I was in New York at the
time and [ just got a phone eall
that he wanted to talk to me. To
this day [ have no idea what he
saw [mein]

But he wanted to talk to me and
offer me the part of Bernice Fish
He'd never even met me!

MARCY CARSEY: | had just
been hired by ARC and. in doing
my homework. I looked at pilots
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they had made recently but

weres i up and “Barney
Miller™ was one of them. But they
ended up putting it on the
schedule. So [ was given a group
of three or four shows and
“Barney Miller™ was one of them.

TOP COP, CREATO
DANNY ARNOLD

GAIL: Danny had a big shock of
sandy red hair and a wonderfully
expressive fnce. Bigg shoulders
and no butt. Danny was into his
race horses nnd his cigars and
living larger than life. And he was
absolutely certain about his own
judgment.

LINDEN: Danny was tall and
stocky and there was no “Barney”
without Danny. That's why he
redireeted nlmost every piece, We
k'« pt losing dircetors because of
that.

GAIL: You know how Hal and [
came to direct? We knew that

(" Originial “Barney Milei;
. cast Hiedibiets (1-7) MA!}
: Gall, l:m Lihden; Ro

G ass; Abe Vigod,
“‘ Wf'dnnll Ste

when it came time to shoot,
Danny would let these directors
carry on for a few minutes and
then he'd step in and say, *Do vou
mind a little suggestion?” And two
minutes later he'd taken over.
And we'd have to carry these guys
through this very crushing
experience.

So Hal and I went to him and
said it's getting pretty awful with.
these poor directors. We know ,
you're going to direct anyway so
why not just let us dircct for the
week? 1l

LANDESBERG: He was the
guy. We were all a piece of him. At
the beginning, lhoughl maybe
Dietrich is too intellectual; he
knows too much. Maybe cops
won't like him. But W'Lll 's wrong
with heing a smart co

STANLEY: I think lmnuy
Arnold knew more about
everything than anyone else |
ever worked with. He knew about
acting. He knew about casting.

acting. He knew about casting.

And he knew about directing. And

he knew about cameras. And he

{knew about editing. He knew

{ everything. It was just incredible.

| CARSEY: I was kind of ufraid

i of him actually because he was a
 temperamental guy. But you'd

1 really want to have dinner with

| him or share a cigar:. [ often did go
have a vodka with him to get him

[ out to lunch because it was the

innl\ way I could get him to talk to

I me.

7 WORKING THE NIGHT SHIFT -2

day of the shoot we would work
1ill 5 in the morning when maost
<itcoms would be done at 11 p.m
He was .. let's say a
perfectionist. We'll say that. He
was a perfectionist. He wanted it
st the way he had it in mind and
that was it

GLASS: | thought I had gone
into “The Twilight Zone." I really
didn’t understand that at all
Fonuxmwh there was a card

|
t‘

kept llum.~ going while w
waiting for the script to come
down. Hal used to play once ina
while; it was mostly the

and the crew.

SEY: | was the program
executive assymed to the show, so
I was there a lot. You have to be
there at run-thy
Lapings. With *B
was a laborious proc
Danny was such a perfuctionist
1 don’t remember my bosses
pretting nervous. It was just
uoderstood that was the way
worked. Everybhody wished
't. But he did.
S: Danny Armold’s two
David and Daniel — used
Tt

cren't even teenagers vet and
Danny would hring them to the

i hey'd spend the night
there on pallets to get to see their

Iad. [laugh]

Hal Linden best
remembers the hash
brownies episode:
*“You thought, well,
you don't see this too
often on sitcoms.”

3 c—

- Aot smisatidme.

Hal had heen a musician in the
big band ¢ 2Pl
the score.

1 He was
"hat made hun areal
pecinlly when it was

norming and we'd ju-t

gotten the List six pages of the
scnpt.
GAIL: In the first show ["The

ilmed first but aired
as the seventh episodel, Wojo had
to come in the door in a karate
outfit doing o series of moves
acrnss the tloor ending up in front
of Fish and Fish would sov."1s
that necessary?” Which Abe could
line; Danay had

ent|and |
smember at the end of that half
CHNON W W on the list of
ws to be cancelled aceording to
levision eritic of the Los
‘imes, the list of shows
wore probubly going to be
meelled
LANDESBERG: In the very
catinning, when we were
ritieally acclaimed,” w m-rc
nposite *The Walta hes
hen we followed *Welcome ﬂ.uk
Ater” That's when we hecame a
And also we were on at 9
“lock, which was a better time
s
GAIL: Abe's a really wonderful
1 but a real character. Abe had
way of working. When we took a
vak. Abe would stay right in his
1t and would not lose his sense
place. And 1 thought that
tributed o lot to his being able
T funny just getting up to go to
hathrovm
I had some wonderful poctic
tins of how to work that he
committed to. But Hal
my could not relate to it

aria. It looked o
ifferent and you theught,
well, you don't see this too often
on siteoms.

STANLEY: | have o favonite
episode | wisn't in, The one [
always love 1« the one where
something happened at the bank
next door and they had to bring

II lho cash in to the police

on.
The cops were all walking in
with these st s and stacks of
greenbacks. This guy in the lock-
up was watching all thi; d he
can't stand it any mor ly
he grabs hold of the bars and
says, "Stick ‘om up!®

GAIL: One of the times there
was really stress on the set was
the episode where Ron Glass was
shot at by other cops because he
was black. And it dealt with
racism in the police force and
other things. And the character
Harris got p oflf about that.

At the end they wrote a scene
where Harris came back and
apologized t buddies. Ron
didn’t want e His
ng v I ot to
apologize for?” Lagreed with him

oot waNtd]

B 1zopor ¢

But Danny and Hal could not get

GLASS: That was a prett y
intense experience. Danny was
Tagily pnated and did not
move easily It took a while for me
to gret him to see it

Very often, in a situation like
that, I can tell when something’s
not right hut I don'ty tly
feell knm\ how to fixat

GAIL: | did understand what
Ron was saving and he was
having a hord time savingz it It's
hard for all of us But particnlar Iy
Rom ix a very sensitive guy and he
also didnt want to tak
mantle that he was spe
hlack people with whate
happened He was very clear
about that

didn't u|m|u1,|ll That was th
respeet level Danny’s respone

wat

1don't really get it; but
okay.”

NEW ASSIENMENTS

VIGODA: The head of ABC
called me and said, “l want to sive
you a series of your own,” Fish
was cnormously pepular and g

I

I ~aid,

very soom, very
LINDE N Tlu' ,lc\ of the matter

is that Abe caught attention more

verybody

re was obviously

Abe himself He

popular. I susp

And they insisted that he spin off.
(aMl After the first half

Abe wanted them to

t to " Barney and Fish.”

Ih- wais a hit, the tirst hit
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character. It was a combination of
Abe's talent and w1y of working
and Danny understanding how to
set it up.

Abe tended to think it was all
Abe — and Danny tended to think
it was all Danny.

CARSEY: We at the network
were desperate ta et anather
show out of Danny. And hecause
of his perfectionist work habits it
was very hard to get him to do
another show.

think part of the reason we
wanted to spin off a character
from *Barney Miller™ was that we
knew if we started lom scratch
on another concept that we would
probably never get anything out
of him

VIGODA: Danny Arnold wasn't
that happy with me leaving
bhecanse it was a good ensemble
and he didn’t want any of the
clements to | But Ifelt that's
<how husiness: you potta take a
chance,

“Fish™ ran for two scasons, 35
episodes. I knew [ was taking a
chance. But it zave me an
opportunity to be the star of my
own <hore. It was worth it to me.
L: 1 was told they wanted to
do 2 Wujo spinofTand [ really
didn't want ta do it

E]
frankly w
<ame thing happen llm
happened to Abe.

LINDEN: When Jack Soo [who
played Yemenal finally went into
hospital. Danny called us and
told us Jack had cancer.

SHEEHAN: I'm not <ure how
long we were aware of how ill he
was, hut by his List season it was
he couldn’t do as much

GAIL: The second time [
directed, Jack Soo had just found
out he had cancer He vas
to go into the hospital

not throw any curves at me when
1 wire directing
GLASS: Ldidn't know Jack was
il until he went into the hospital
NDESBERCG: If vou watch

physically detenorating: Danny
hrought him back after he was
erated on

L: Danny had his heart

k like days alter we filmed
Wojo spinofT. | really felt for
rs that [ was responsible. I
Iy did.

Years later, | talked to him
about it and he let me know [ was
not that important in his life.
[Faaghs| It took a lot of pastrami
sandwiches and cigars and stufl

1t
LANDESBERG: When Danny

ot xick he said, “This ain't no big

surprise.” He was smoking too

ny cigars and eating too much

d mayhe drinking too much but

mestly working too hard
GAIL: It got to the last season
when

there was a third

out fat people
wearing tight Levi's But they

ve really mean-spirited jokes
..hmu fart people — o far from
what Danny would du if he

decided to do a show about a
situation like that

at’s when he came in and
said, “I'm going to come back and
do these last ones. I'm going to get
the nose of the plane up.”

RETIREMENT FOR
THE MEN IN BLUE

LANDESBERG: When we did
that last show — and Danny was
directing it — we did take after
take after take of that last scene.

When we were done] he didnt
say, “That’s a wrap” which he
usually did. He said, “That’'s it.”

[ don't think he could =3

“That's a wrap.” It was too tough
for him. It was very emotional
that last show.

LASS: Our last show
really hard.
IEEHAN: It wasn't as
climactic as | thought it would
feel. You're done and it just
happens that you're going to he
making no more of them. But no
one wanted the show to keep
going because seven and o half
years is really plenty of episodes
of anything.

VIGODA: When they taped the
final episode I was daing a stage
plav in Canada. Then they had o
wrap party that Teouldn't make
either. People magazine had a
feature on the wrap party and the
writer wrote that they were all
sorry the late Abe Vigoda wasn 't
there.

By gull» lh.n <lmL with me for
many,

L;\Nl)h llERG I saw Danny
in the hospital and had a great
time with him. He was in
spirits and great fun Then |
called him a couple weeks later
and he didn't sound o good. And
then | ot the phone call and it
was o

GAIL: ll was disappointing, He

was struggling, but it seemed like
he might actually get a couple
more vears glide out of it
was at his funeral

nd [ got to give him a public
farewell. He was obviously a
mx'n(nrrruﬁ'umndll\ But
personall nny felt something
like a cross between a dad — not
a father, but a dad — and a
friend. Not a buddy, but a fiiend.

STANLEY: They often forget to
mention “Barney Miller™ when
they go through the list of the
best sitcoms of all time. I notice
that. I can nev: runderstand

They say "All in the Family.”

“M*A S°H,"“Mary Tyler Moore.”
And they skip “Barney Miller,”
which is annoying.

LINDEN: You know, we ncver
really made it to the Top 10 [in -
the weekly Niclsen ratingss| We
were more like Top 20. 1 think we
only made the Top 10 once and
that was during a week the World
Series cancelled all the Top 10
shows.

VIGODA: I get stopped a ol on
the street. People seem to feel |
staved with “Barney Miller™all
the cight years. They don't seem
to realize T was with it only three
years.

Two things in my life made my
career: The Godf father and
“Barney Miller”

- that




