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Wrestling’s next big thing grew :
this size chasing cows. Got milk?

By MICHAEL GILTZ

E. everyone knows professions]
wivsiling 15 a phyalcally demanding.
Ao taskh

Detractors waed to calll it "fake™;
supporiers, Bcluding World Wres-
tling Entertatoment ead Vince McMa-
Tion, wow call it “entertalnment,”

Bt while the body slama can hort,
surely the outsize personalities of the
wiestlers themieives, the paln-hungry
demandi for vengeanse afe fust 4illy fun

Bighat

Mot sccarding 1o Brock Leinar, aka
“The Mot Bigg Thing.™ A 3-year-ald for-
mer collegiate wrestling champlon who
jolned the WWE (formerly WWF) in
Muarch, Leanar loves to rile up the coowd,
taunt his opponents and use the infamous
“Brock Lock™ 1o inflict pain

*T'm imyecl{ preity mousch,® iayi the &-fi.
d-in, M-I Lesnar. "My charscier it
TWE i» e just mudtiply it @ listle bic™

S0 when World Wrestliog Magazine de-
scribes a childhood wrestling maitch in
epic terms and says "At te tenler age of
fiva, Birock Lesnar was alreddy o mon-
gler,” i fan't just hypel

“I wean & big bally as s kid,” laughs Les-
nad froum his home in Minneapois. ] was
abways 3 big kid and 1 was always trying
o run ibe rLIT\:-u.D.L 1 waaa always figh
ing anad doimeg all kinds of st I was st
in mie; | didn't back down to anybady. [
woisld bend the rules”

Tllnr igpressive stance has pald off. Les-

war s alre ad].' a star on *WWE Raw,"

atriig Mondays at 9on TN, He com-
pedes lonight 21 B in “Vengeance,” a pay-
per-view match from Detrolt in 'H:i:hiu'
goes up against Rob Vas Dam

And, most :l:r.Furtanlh. on Aug. 25 ke
fights for the WWE undisputed champi-
ondhip at MNassau Collseumn on Long 1s-
land, lens than o year alter making his
rr.':'l’.'“iﬂ..ltnl diebut.

Lesnar's nE!;.unznl wlll be determin=d
gonlghin at =V cogeance,” during a three-
way malch betwesn The Rock (who's al-
ready alated for a sequel 1o The Scorpden
King), the Underuker and KEunt Angle.

All three are big stars, 30 Lesnars match
ks & chance o |ud.11.1hr|'||. ad a bt propery,
s wrestling icon, and a valualle addition
1o am industry that's lose a litle heat since
it late-"004 peak.

It slwn mesns a chance s money for 2o

thiete who devoted his §ife 1o a sport that
otfered litthe fame and po possibilicy of
fimsnchal reward

1 feel very formunate.” says Leasnar. <A
Lot of my friends from college Jon™ have
this opportanity and | do. T was blessed
with my plee and my look and everything
and I feel very, very fortunate, Definitely
all the years of hard work paid off =

Lesasr grew up on a dakry farm in Web-
ster, South Dakota, so early hours and
bard wiork were 3 given even aa a Bitle
by,

=1 24 hours a doy,” says Leanar, "We
baed 1o put up hay and harvest our small
rains and milk 120 cows™

But Lesnar increased his woeklosd tre-
mendously by pursuing colleginte wres-
ing — plfim & wport that gets preciows
Ible stienton by the media

Lisnsr achieved b slrimme poal — the
MOAM title in his weight class — and wiys
frankly that WWE fame and fortune pales
in comparison

“That means more to me than any pay-

68-1b. Brock
thnt has paid off

day i the WWE." admits Lesnas. “Thete's
unly 8 select few people 13 the United
Suaten that can say they're NCAA champi
oni. Even though it's only a little plagque
= hat’s all you ger — tome, it's in oy
heart, It's with me forever.”

Then he was faced with a cruclal deci-
sion. Should be pursue b gold medal ot the
Qlympics, sitend a tryout for professional
foothall { Tampa By and Widkingpon had
Imvited him vo give it & shist) or Esten to
the offers al the WWE?

L1] hen it really came down to §t, i
wasn't really a hard decision o
make,” he says, "l like being cen-

ter stage and T like wrewlling. Even

though it's a different kind [ sl get the
same (eeling when | walk through the
cufaln"™

Mow _uzr:pﬁ:thll:‘. Léifa is actmlly
making money Fram a4 spont he Ft..n-m:j
dmply for the love of competition.

He im:-:u'l! pay any attention to the T-

*| was 8 big bully as & kid,” says
Lmuh-lTlrl
rlng, abava), an aggrassive stance

‘ |

Broc

and in the

e WIWE star.

alsirre, posters and other
men handising, sed
docsn’t even gt & kick wee-
ing himself aa TV,

“I'm very focused on living day
1o day,” says Lesnar, *1 have long
term goals I want to achleve: I want o
mave my money »0 [ can |lve a great life.

“I'd delizmitely like 1o glve back 1o ama-
tewr wiestling, whsether its cua:lung
somewhere. Or @ might be me ghing
back o this builtess For the momenl,
he's !upp_r! o setile for a fall n:EI‘.t'!
--h_-«pr nors that kis three-montb-ald
daughter !n:rn Is lettlng Lesuar and his
fancé Nicole snag more than two min-
ute's rest at a time.

“Yeah, Mya's pretty guod.” savs Lesnar,
1--|~T:1|ing or a moment he' a fierce, pain-
mad warrior {or the WWE

There"s no ®iéd dite nfy\cl. %3]
when will Nicole € & decent man oud
of him? =1 doa't know.” lauglu Lesnar. *1
might not wver be a decent man. ™
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