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As ‘Good Morning America’ closes in on ‘Today,’ people are realizing
they don’t know who co-host Charlie Gibson is. Let him explain...

By MICHAEL GILTZ

HARLIE Gibson 4 sending an e-imall

froen his affice @ the “Good Mom-
Ing America®™

Sgquare.

“Does “salvable have an "¢ In I he
asks, "N, I didn't think so, elther.”

He's a terrible speller and an even
worse puncluator = thal's oné reasan
why the SH-year-old anchor of ARC'S
muxrming show went lnte broadeasting in-
stead ol newspapera

Spelling is a problem, bui everyihing
else comes ensily, Gibson |8 o rare talem
wha has enfoyed success al every level aof
television news but is aill only vaguely
apprecisted.

ike Jolmny Carson — snother TV fiz-
e who made his job seem decrpiively
casy — Gibson I8 someone everyonrs
likex

Bt unlike every other TV newn star
'Lhc top of theif fleld, Giltmon doean’t have

y rough edges, any discernible person
.|.L||'|r auirk thet d:!’_nn. him. Dan Rather s
eccentrle, Peter Jemnlam ki urbane, Tom
Broksw is carnest, bara Walters. s
driven, Sam Donaldwon ls combative and
50 O

Bt Gibson? He's .. . nlee.

“He's a 1ermific pro, & guy with real sulbr
stance and an casy charm, which can
iometimes  be  underestimated.” umys

sluding I Times

Shelhy Coffey, a former exscutive st ADC
Mews and CNN who s now 2 fellow at
the Freedom Forum. “He's dope awfully
pend work substituting on other pro-
grams, like "World News Tonlght' and
‘Wightline." And "Trimetime Thursday' Is
of course extremely versatile.”

Recause Glhson is best known for his
stints on a moming show — a tme-alot in
which women make thetr j[ourmalistle rep-
utation but men are teen o8 lghtwelghts
— that skill has mever been fully appreel

‘There ought to be a little

announcement at the end that
America

wted, until now.
AR News mainstay Sam Donaldson ar
that the recognaition of what Gibaoa
f”" mmpliahed is hong overdue.
=1 will jost say this™ says Donaldson,
“withaest taking away a single thing from
the very smart professional women that
Charkie has worked with — Dilane Sawrrr
only being the [atest = | think Charlie's
contribuiion has been often ... not overs

Charles in cha

I-snb:d completely but often thought of as
be na the central contribution.

I:,h;:rl_l.q Libson | think is ... the maln
redsan why “GMA" did so well in the Bls
amad seemis to be coming back now.™ High
praise

Indeed, “GMA" s breathing down the
“Toaday® show's neck as never befure
alpee the mid-1990s And the murn-sround
s been swilt and undeniable.

Gibson and Sawyer agreed to co-host
the show In January ol 1999, just to pro-
wide |lz|:|r.'|irp for a few
mianths

“A fend of miae
ways there onght to be a
little annooncemend s
the end of the show
thal says Tponcd Morn-
ing America’® ... in i
third yesxr of having
Diane and Charfie fill in
for & couple of moniha,” = he lyaghs

Gibson found a certain refisf after step-
plog down (rom “GMA® in May 1998 His
wife, Arlene, na pal (they have rwo
daughteri) and lor the fimt thme in I

vars be wan able to sleep in loter than

er.

“When | signed that contract [in 1996, 1

sald. "This will be the last three years [ da
this,' " waye Gibdon “Now., at the end al

that three eair. wmiihd they have kicked
me out! Probably. They felr the progrim
needed o B0 N a new direction and 1
didn't think they were wrong.”

Still, Gibson deesn’t seem to take plea-
sure in knowing that ABC came back (o
kkm an bendod knes

“A number of wllqle huve slied me
that,” says Gibson. ¥ "Was there some sori
af vindication?' T never really felt that at
all hecause | dldn’t feel there was any-
thing 1o be vindicated for. I was time for
e Lo g,

“My real reservations for coming hack
were, "Il It was time for you to po, why
ksn't it slll time for you 1o be goner

=1 will haven't panticularly resolved that
exoep! to thiy extent: the show is not an
individus! The show is a combination aof
people. 1| loved working with Joan B
when you do the show with Dizae, its 2
different ahow, And that revives your

- nemie of dbstowery.

Lisy McHee s & very nloe buman
beeng.™ sayy Gibios, “Bul we dida’™ click
I -.ﬂhl-nl}r wanl going b0 return to work
with her

Sawyer and Gibson had pever worked
together before, but her interest in team-
I writh Gibson was the maln reason be
carive Back of baafd.

"v’-']l!l:th.H fbson and Sawyer on the set
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iz like warching a show-within-
a-show., GGibson -:ml.'lullﬂ].' puls a
person unused to TV imterviews
at case, while Sawyer jokingly
signals her impatience o the
crew when a guost who can't see
her rambles on too long. Their
obyious chemistry s why
“GMA" s surging.

Blis respect for the news busi-
ness began young.

Gibson was borp and raizsed in
Chicagn — the son of minlng
machinery  indust EXECUlive.
He moved to Washington with
his family at age 12,

=1 was expected to know what
was on the front page of the Chi-
cigie Tribune or the Washington
Post™ Gibson says. “Both my
mam and dad combed the paper
day.~

Gibson — the youngest of
three — remembers dneakin
over to a friend"s house to watc
the first televised political con-
ventions, When his family * fi-
nally bought a TV (he was 14),
Gibson and his dad faithiully
wa:r:hed"llw “Huntley-Brinkley

Gibson went to Princeton, but
after failing to get into the law
school of his choice in 1966, he
started wurkins for the REO
news syndicate in D.C.

*1 did that for a while,” says
Gibsom, “and then the union
caught on that they had hired
somebody who was non-union
and they had to relieve me of the -
job — rather than pay me the
#E]M salary, which was 75 cents

igrher.”

This was just when Vietmam

was heating up and Gibson —
just out of college — was a
prime candidate. A fricodly

wiinan o the dmft board re-
membered his warm  manncr
when registering and took K
upon herselfl to warn Gibson
that his drait notiee was in the

mmuail,

Gibsan had rwo days 1o enlist
somewhers or rigk !a-eing sucked
op by the Army and shipped out
right away.

he Air Force wanted to make
him a cook The Marines offercd
only 1o send him to Marris [sland

the i'oIJuwqu morning.
Gibson's lather u him o
give the Coast Guard, where he

was way down on the walting
lis4, a final shod.

That led him to Chief Vernon
L. Suggs — one of those charac-
ters you meet and know only
briefly but change the course of
your life irrevocably,

Soggs  talked with Gibson
about his school, his career and
what he thought about the war
(Gibson was wpainst [, he
thought, but willing to go if he
had o),

Just as Gibson was ready to
leave, Suggs told him that —
suddenly — there was an open-
ing on the waiting list he could
join the Coast Guards,

“1 never saw him again in my
life,” Gibson says quietly. “1 met
him for an hour and a half. And
the Marine wnit that 1 would
have been in got called up.”

Though he never went over-
seas, the war created difficulties
for Gibson at home — fust as ir
did for o many others.

Family arguments became so
heated they finally agreed never
tor dizcuss it

iy dad was a wery SIrong

Charile Gibson and Diane S:
1909, |usi to provide tha

supporter of the war,” says Gib-
sofn. My mom was, too, [
rnE.rl:hr:d [against i) in ‘69 and
0

After serving In the Coast
Guard, Gibson returned to TV,
training at a DC affillate and
then shipped off to a skster sto-
tion in Lynchburg, Va. There he
spent three years in the late “6ls
mining the wealth of stories
about desegregation in a town
that was deeply prejudiced —
complete with whites-only res-
taurants and a local media that
simply never reported on the ac-
tivities of black people unless
they were nrrested,

“These young furks came
devern from Washington DUC. and
we got right in the middle of ir.”
remembers Gibson, who was by
then Ezrning all of 56,500 a .
“We were considered soctallsrs
and race mongerers.”

Gibson says he was following

My Post,

his conscience more than any
idealogy.

“I really am apolitical. Some-
thirg that I'm not particularly
proud of and 1 probably
shouldn't tell you is that T don't
vode. | don't vote so that I don't
have to decide in my own mind.

“It doesn’t prevent you from
having a preference for one can-
didate over another, so I'm not
sure if I'm rhght or not. My wile
says I'm dead wrong.

*The one issue= about which 1
feel strengly is smoking because
my mom and dad and sister have

to co-host *GMA" in Janwary of

showe stabllity for a few months.

Y Pret: Pl Gty

all died from it. [Gibson's older
brother is still alive] T try 10
avoid doing stories about that an
the air. It's just too personal.”

After three years, he came
back to D.C. worked In radio,
then went to the University of
Michigan, where he confirmed
once and for all thar law school
was not for him. He returned o
‘-’-"_a:hiligton t‘ll:l\ work r:;;,&la
minor-league " mews o
cate, where he first mer Sam
Donaldson.

*Sam it an extraordlnary guy,”
says Gibson, who was ostensibly
competing against the ABC hot-
shot on the Nizon impeachment
story. “He would sit me down
and critique my Ernv:inu"l. night"a
piece. He'd say, “This was really
good I:tre;tgm blew it in the
middie of the plece. but then
here ... " And he did that proba-
bly a dozen times. It wasn’t an
everyday thing, but that's ex-
traordinary for a network corre-
spandent to do that”

Finally, Gibson was ready for
the I:ﬁ!ﬁ rr.'l:s;uu

“A triend of mine called,” says
Gibson, “and said there is a job
avallable at ABC and you should
apply for i 1 was able to drop
into  the interview that Sam
knew who | was. 5o 1 presume
they went and asked Sam "What
dsl you think of him* And they
hired me,”

Donaldson  says he ceralbnly
remembers urging ABC to hirg
Gibson, but adds that “success
hag a thousand Mthers” and iz
sure he's just ope ol many whe
saw Gibson's talent. Gibson was
hired by AN 1.|:|I'imalr:]}' cover-
ing Congress and later working
23 a general assignment re-

rier. But Gibson found his
ome in 1987 seated next to Joan
Lunden

Though he left "GMA® on his |

own terms, coming back to re-
wlve the franchise with Sawyer
— and perhaps even take it back
to the top —would be a sweet
victary, But he isn't gloasing.
Gibson reveals why a second
time arpund on “GMA™ was s0
1‘:!111[1!]!1% — and why he may be
dioing it for even longer.
“Rother than wvindicatbon, [t
was sort of a crutch® to rejoin
SGMA® admits Gibson, “All of a
sudden I could go back to being
That guy from “Good Morning
America’ = and that's easy.”




	Charlie_Gibson_feature001
	Charlie_Gibson_feature002

