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By MICHAEL GILTZ
AWOR Christion Bale
Ewer

doean't want to
wasl, =0 he [ol-
lowed his rele ns o serial
killer in “American Payeho®
(due out this epringl by
cp]o:iin the niceal puy he
sld find — Josus.

Bole co-stprs as the Son of
Ged in NDC's “Mary,
Mother of Jesus,” niring
next Sunday at 5 pom.

*l couldnt rosist,” snys
Bale.  “After. making
‘Americnn Paycho,! | wna
petting & lot of [offers to
play] kEillers and semeone
even suggosted Satan. So
when Jesus came up, 1
thought 1 kad to.”

The TV film was produced
by Evnies Kennedy Shriver
and Hobby 'Shriver, though
naturally they woren
nround  for most of the
shoat. “Evnice showed up
for the Crucifixion,” lnughs
Bale. =1 fele & hittle bad
whon she snw me having o
cpgie break.”

Perhops that was appro-
priate, sinoe his Jesus s not
the deep-voiced, other-
warldly vision of poodness
Ep-common tn the past =1
hod 1o Jook at Jesus from
the human point of view”
snys Hale

*It wae the only way |
could begin ta npproach it
He's o remarkoble man, but
o man, you know? He's o
aucinl revalutionary with n
calling wha is incredibly
unusun! bot deen hnve
doubt and confusion.”

Bole  rend  Norman
Mailer's  “The Gospal
Accerding to the Sen® to

repare for the role, “And
ve mad the Bible, of
course, Well, I didnt read
eiwery seclion. Whenever |
ot bored, T just dived inta
Revelations and had o jrood
time with that"

And thanks to a workoul
regiman lelt over from s
lngt role, Baje wns £t
cnough not to worry aboul
wearing o boincloth. 1 did-
n't woant te be Oabby; 1 just
cant | pictore o flabby
Jusus "

ALE i= a film veteran,
Bshlrri:l.{ in aboul 15
mavies sinee hie bril-
linnt  debut  in Steven
Spielbery's “Empire of the
Sun,” moat npotebly in
“Little  Women®™  with
Winonn HRyder and the
Elnm-mk drama "Vilwet
oldmine” with Ewan
clregor,

But singing in the Disney
musical bemb “Newsics™ or
playing n young Naziin the,
vidoo hil "Swing Kids™ can’t’
riéally prepare you fur play-
Inyg the Savior

“Its verging on the ridice-
lous,” admits the 25-your-
old, who save he wus raised
in n Clristinn hanisehold
that waa alds  skeptical

Christian Bale burst onto the screen in Steven
Spielberg’s ‘Empire of the Sun,’ fought off Leonardo
DiCaprio for the lead role in ‘American Psycho’ and now
plays the Son of God in NBC’s ‘Mary, Mother of Jesus.’

whosil ergamized religion
“I'm ploasving Christ? How
did that hnppen? Then
you'ne m:h:r-l.l_'.-' heing
crucified on the sel in
Dudnpest, id 18 e’y
was on the dny of
n totnl eclipse, which

born Pale, who wis raised
in Englond.

Mo, I'm not delving
inta this chorecter with
ineredible intensity,” he
gays. “['m having fun
plrying it

wis surl of uneanny He plays another
[ wua;d:-n-n_ Fuf_T-m-- killer in the flm, but
fork ol - Bpiritua "Shafl™ — the biggest-buod.

epiphnny, My God,
i's the eelipae and I'm
being crucified and it's com-
ing up to the millennium —
rnelhing’s gonna happen!
This iz ponnn changie me
larpvor!

*l wanted i1 Lo h|ﬂ<.ld:r
hadly thut jibsolutely neths
ng happoened ®

ale is chatling from the
set of “Shoft,” which has
Jusl bigun about 12 weeks
of filming in Mew Yark City.
A eoptemperary sequel o

get movie he's worked on in
yenrs — is n canny choioe
for the actor whe made
headlines for the role he
almiost didn't get.

ALE was cost as the
Blrm! in “American

Peycha® o £10-million
black vnumr&_-p on the
Iseatseller by Bret Easten
Ellis. Farously, that nowvel
was set for publication, ner-
vously re 1ts pub-

d by
lisher, puﬂ another
house and pul‘- wshed ta

the elnesie netion ek, strong sales as o trade
“Shnft” is directed |:|:1,.' Johin E.ﬁt:;“an Bale E:E:i’w“k e H:“ T:E:'-:
Singleion and stars Samaeel rmiade Sure ha I

L. Jackson as the private E::Tm: m’g‘dmﬂlon of

| SWhile it i in good
eve's fephew “While it is, | W33 W
Fuess, an action paclure, it Shap" for his Emgﬂmsp"ﬂl:?‘ﬁp“n\::ﬂ
i une wo hope e du rode: *l just whs too dingerous to see
with  cluss  and can't picture the light of doy
p.lm J:';:I 51_".‘ Balys 3 flabby The film version wos Lo be
fhe Welals- psus’”
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directed by Mary Harron of
“1 Shat Andy Warhol.® But
they were both booted off
the project when Leonards
DhiCapria became inlereat-
ed in the role

DiCaprio’s firtation
endid, and Hale and
Huarron finally made their
mevie, despite the annoy-
ance of some protestors on
the aet in Canada. “You
become m tight-knit family
on & film sel, and we
became a very sick, twisied,
tight-knit family en that
one,” aays Hale

I learned about the
whole business wide from
‘American Paycha' 1 wan
aware of it before, bul [
theught | could igoere it
But | realized the business
side wos limiting my
chancos trrnil.w.'])', aa | had
to change.”

And change be did,

Bale did more press inter-
viewn for “Velvel Galdmine®
than ever before, giving
himasell n higher profile He
#till won't make movies
that don’t appeal to him =
and indeed, most af his
falmid e I.I.'M‘.Elf pm]rcu I‘.I.h..

“Metroland™ (1997) and “All
the Little Animals” { 1908)

But Pale knows he nosds
to become more of & name
to get the rolea ke wants,

Perbaps his complacency
came aboul begnuse Bale s
such n superstar on the
Internet. He was one of the
first movie actors to have
s (13 3s] weh pPREE
{www.ehristianbaleorg), a
smartly  designed  mits
whose praofits go to pet
charities like the Dian
Fomiiy Ganalla Fumi.

HAT led to Nale-hends,

online fanatica who

send e-muils and |et-
ters o studios begging
them to give their favorite
star plum rolis

lndud, when Lioas Gala
tried o tumn ihe DiCapro
fiasto to ita advanlage by
canducting an onling pall to
see who Mns wantod to play
the title role in “Amenan
Paycho.” they were cha-
gringid 1o see Hale — the
very setor Uwey'd initinlly
rejected = garner the vast
mapority of vetes

Hia :Iuln[r- afl  hear
toward the media has pald
off in wnexpecied ways
Bale is enougth of a celebri-
ty nbw Lo make The Poit’s
Page Six aftor a listle fend-

omiler.

*I couldn't slop lnughing
when | saw that,” says
Bale. *1 couldnt believe
that was in there. | ardved
an Wi set of Shalt" and
everybady ans S EIE “oay

+ - 300 begets son of God: Christidn Bale got
. offers o play mare onsavery characters:
— gven Satan — after appearing In
- “American Paycho” [below), Tnstead, he
\.choss the rolio ot Jeswrs, co-starming wit
-Prm..l: kug:.rl.i #5 Mary (above). -

look okay, a8 how was the
pcoident?™

He'll hove to get used Lo
the allenten

Bale broke into acting
wichly, lnnding in the West
and with “The Nerd,” &
comudy starring Howan
Atkinson of “Me Hean ™ But
nothing prepared him for
the attention of being in a
Steven Spwelberg Nlm
“Thank God the film did-
n'l da very well,” says Bale

"Aut regardless it still
chanjed my lifie, nnd T did-
n't Hhe the way It chanped
{3

Only 13 yoars ald, Bale
found himsell being tannt-
el by other boys in the
e where he lived. When
he guite naturally feund
the idea of 'pll"l-l'dl.l'lﬁ' o
the opening of o flrlﬂ
schonl atrange and politely
turned the wler down, local
papers wrote that he wae

“lorgetling his roota”
That Jed o his many
years of indilference W the
in nnd o strong desire
Lo keep & low profile Now
liwing in Los Angeles with
ene of his sisters and hor
hugband, Hale ls ready lor
the spothight snd — per-
haps s pured by his role in
“Mary, Mother of Jesus® —
hns crested o personnl phi-
lesophy for hia diet.

“I've had 8 |t of people
laugh sl me about thas, but
o me it entirely logical. |
willl nol hiwvwe somebody do
samelhing for me that |
wen'l do mysell | won'y kill
& cow, w0 | wen't gu and bay

beef.

“l will kill & fsh, and |
will il & chachen o a daily
baain, Now o 1 hwl to sur.
vive |in the wild], wou et
Loy wateh out,” laughs Bale,

“I'm suill trying Lo formu.
Inte an idem [ can live b:.
It's & wisrk im propresa™
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