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By MICHAEL GILTZ

I.J‘_UiZF?,IN{i in an interview with
Christopher Lowell — the campy
kinjg of F:uw-ln.'- and the host of his
0w r.hi|1_,r ghow on the INscoves ¥

channe] — v no casy matief,

“My schedule is nutst” laughs Lowell
by telephone, wha can be secn every day
al poon and J pm in his bour-long serics
=July dth included 3 marathon of epiwdes
— wihal's more American than being a
fil.r;-uppc T} = and new cpisodes stxrt
WIFEME :ir:lll.'l'lll.ﬂ‘.' e

Apparently, running an emplre |8 a lot
mske dlifeult than whipplng up & lunp
miade ol of colanderd, a little trick Lo
el might perform on his show ln 8 few
minutes, then pl it fx wiith & Bourish
and say, “Ta-dal®

That FEijuie % f‘.’.‘r‘ll-'i:l'l{.: becuse Loweil
s the latest TV persasnality b sisiame
Larger-than-life states He won a Daytime
Emmy, has a book in its seventh printing
called "Chrimtopher Lowell's Seven Lay-
erd ol Deslgn,” was anbimated on *South
Park™ and even spoofed on *Saturday
Night Live."”

People who think cooking involves TV
dinners and s=microwave Wil kpow wilao
Emcanl | rgasse i I'J,'l'\"."']r.‘ wrhay woabdn®
gt within a mile of 2 crocodile bnow the
Animal Mlapet's Steve rwin, And sosen,
i'a.'ll|,'1r who wouldn't dream of sdding a
tietle fringe to their ampshades will know
Christopher Lowell

And the show s jast the beglnning,
Levwedl ml s ks avwem dedicatved L=
higiae kianhde Diarlingtoon Caal Factiony
stores natlonwide. Then, there's the fur-
niture line, the |-|'.,1F.1zi.nr. and, of wwmirse,
mase |

bo'n wewrd ol “The View" m

wiys Livwll almmnt amne progect b wik

WM

‘makes Richard
Simmons seem
like Russell Crowe’

— L JSunday
_d a t
| &

i - . :l"._r}? (=
Discovery’s 00\
campy decorator

ing on for Disgovery. =1 play the Barbara
Walters role on . 'm poing to do beauty
and feshion, not hame.”

And ilNthat's noi enough, Lowell will be

3 i:nm].ng 10 you live in concent.

“It's a combinatlon of George Caling
Chritopher Lowell, and Leo B agelia,”
says Lowell, who plans to mix in skits and
a lmtle plane playing while e describes
leirwr o fagy bivbo your own creati K
they e devanlajed one moment and
they re laughing therr butts off in another
meement. = [here litthe bt of “Tracey

Takes On' = and Ii's 3 lot motivational.™

Lowell wants to spruce up your
self-image as much as he wants to
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“You've got (o feel pretty dam pood
about yoursell to get off a couch, get on a
ladder and et oo on your codling, you
knaow?™

S0 his show Is designed 1o be fun and
easy to take.

“We don't show you how (o do stuli
Hep by-atep,” ways Lowell, who is 45 "I
going to bore ihe crap out of you and ji's
poing to intimidate you. Wie grve you a
phﬂ.‘,}u-ph} Lok how cavy this i Then
if you want step-by-$op nstractions you
cam log online of go to our books or what
eveT.”

spruce up that drab living room ,

It's motivathonal becanse Lowell wants
1O SPruce wp your sell-im g B Imug has
he wants by sprice up that drab living
room, {Whike walls are his particular bete
poE.d

Lavwed] wan invelved inthe theater in
the T0s (ke had & minor backaage mole
o “Follies™ and Pl e bhackdes =5 Jisr
the Met), disd sculptone and srwork. smd
Tormed his vewn seccessful ad agency
where he worked with many cosmetic
companies by helping them e imaglye
thedr products

Then he saw the suceess of Martha
Stewari aivd odher how-bo mavens
had a simuple fnelgh that has be
batis of his seven-year plam 1o take over
for is that mabc e ") e world

LFLLER D

"Fobwely W ssldivesing i

merds bke acll 1 ys Lawl

O way to kevps b light are the silly
skits that odlon open the show, skits
wheee Lowell drvuves el ﬂr.l;,:.I i
Searlett 0 Hara or Morma Desmond and
camps it up even mone than during; ihe
D= sertujosis, How campy bs he? As
v frcnad Aliakas i i " e makes Hich
ard Simmssnt e Husael] Crowe.”

Marerally. the ey tives 3l Dhaowvery
wrre doulilul that camp was the way o
o

“In was a Mgt el feven the very be
jrinemimge” askmdin L e B8 el
o fownisee] by person than the exu
ot B plays i camiesa "Discoy
was swealhng ballcis They dadn't
quide gt i

Lavewhl b st Buis
img the expoctation al
il - it By ad

gl ie hife exvesl

mits to being 8 very shy, very lonely boy
who spent most of his time in his room
(Naturally, he would decorate it elabo
rately, poang from a Morocean tent ong
werk o anather desbi the next.y

“1 had one good parent and one bad
one,” says Lowell, wlo was very close 1o
his mother (who dicd of cancer about 10
years ago) and not so close to his {ather,
sty was 3 Mavied [olner carpenter ard
preacher. He b gival feapect fior his 13
ther, says Lowell, and ihinks perhops hes
success can help them develop a new re
latbnship.

Maybe that :'I.l,ll.llll! why soanenne who
projects the image of bedng so happy anid
together dabbled with est Uin ite carly
days) and hasn't been in a relsisnchip for
23 years.

*I'm an old fashioned guy.” says Lowell
=1 believe very. very heavily in e
ships. But if | don't huve the time
yule 10 ™ s voloe rads ofl =W
ka sically done is "ve suspenaded all of
those feclings and | put them into the
people sround me. 18 ks satlsfying toa
el eertainly. And let me tell you,
somebody would have o eome along that
was pretiy amaring 10 catch my eye a8
Ui pasint 30 Y life®

Just like comides who are wad of
Livwrell muay w21l be lmcly but bie be
mwalhore of viewers leel emponered to
chamge their lives

“Rather vhan ywoil having (o o soal
searchime we say, you know, "Go shap
ping! Hearrange the fernitore] Clean out
ther ¢ losaet? Stope feeling sorey lor yoursell
B lamyve qun!

W e ve all had jomageh llves, Mlease, we
all Bave ansr avwn slories, Mol thad '
peving 1o bl vooid tosbay wnbees you can
immve o D o g allow in the

i sz e fustusy




