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Stars
in hell

By MICHAEL GILTZ

ext-sellimg suthor
Clive Barker ks uased

o  pming  resders
sleepizas nights, hav-
ing penned hormror classics
lke “The Books of Wlood®

and creating fright movies
like “Hellraiser” and “Can-
dyman”

But with his new book —
“Coldheart Canyorc A
Haollywond Ghost Story™
{HlarperCalling, 688 pages,
$27.95) — Barker s giving
his lawyers some sleepleas
nlgthts, too.

A dL]l:ll:rr.ls Black valen-
tliie to cinema, it features
handsome action  star
Todd Pickett (modeled on
weo take your pick) wha,
needing a refuge o heal
from botched plastic sur-
gery, Minds himself in a se-
cluded LA mansion
where Hollywoods stars of
the 19205 ooce partled like
muad

The book is a twisted, vi-
shonary fantawy that ex-

sposes the Canyon's dark

secrel: The stams of yore
are alive and well In ihe
bowels of this palsce, hav-
Ing s0ld their souls in ex-
change for appearing eter-
nally beautif UF-‘[-M

Amid a parade af bizsrre

Along for a
ride on Barker's
demonic tour
of Tinseltown

sex and  sinners, Barker
provides 'a demonle tour
ol Tinseliown excess — a

Barker has Lana Turner
mating. with a ther,
while the ghosts of silent-
EJ;ln'l If;,“ﬁm“ Inll.hﬂgthilg

i ke orgles
Rimsuiph Scott  does
ﬂ}ll Ell'Hh Cary Grant

will surprise anyone
Sipy. classic “Babrylon” by
sipy © ¥ ™
Kenneth Anger.

By lawyers. hwulu'!
oo py with me~
loughs Flnlrlu'r from  his
home in the heart of dark-

familisr with
Kenneth Amger's book 1
don’t think I'm saying any-
thing — pullling aside Lana
Turner, of course — that
hasn't been  said I.'II-E-
where. The fun was

ting in people who are 1.LI.1I
alive, which is a bot trick-
fer=

Rarker's inspiration
sprang from attending din-
ner  parties of Roddy
MeDowall, the actor who
became 3 legendary repos-
ltory of ald Hollywoosd
hibutory 'I"h: wTiter's own
rescanch that
MeDowall's stories didn
need any embellishing.

“Those were pretty. high
times in Hollywood,® says

Marker, who has a loveS
hate relationship with the
town he vowed 1o leave

when [ intervlewed him

six years ago. "It wasn't
sex, drugs and rock "’ roll,
but it was sex, drugs and
jaxz.

“ln one sense, the char-
BCLETS Eﬂ h’ru :m t‘Ii
treme U L
know in this town. But in
another sense, there are
things thai on in this
town - that, E’J-_rm wrote
them down, people would
say, ‘Forget i it's' not
true" This is a town of ex-
treme bebavior”

The 49-year-old Harker
has greai fun teasing out
references Lo current stars
in what bs surely one of his
most  accessible  books,
partbcularly for am suthos
who scemed to lose hia
way during the -last fow
yeArs,

Always a fuggler of mul-
tiple projects, Barker, who
is also a painter. worked
on movies (producing the
Oscar-winning film “Gods
and Monsters™), and wrole
children's books like =The
Thiel of Always.” among
other ollerings.

“1 think T frustrate my
publishers once in &
while,® admits Barker. =|
think they would love It if
I juat did one thing.™

Still, things have pooc
well for him. Barker just
slgned a reported 58 mil-
Hon  deal with Disney
peimed to his next project,
IEHHH of fantasy stories

od “Abarat ™

And he's already fin-
shed some 400 oil paint-
ings for the book, which
cane  before he even
starbed writlne

“I've never conceived of
doing  something this
way,” says Barker, wha

“Abarat™ 3 greai ad-
venture. “Painting the pic-
mares and then writing the
booka? It's & very strange
way of doing b, but It's
been great.

“Here 1 am saying it's a
guartel, | think it's a quar-
tet. I secemed o break
down . gquite  neatly 'into
fuut parts

“But [ think L Frank
Baum thought he'd fin-
ished with 'Oz" every now
and then, you know?

=1 think it"s four books,
but it may tum out’ 1o be
many more,”
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