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Conan

. « « KEepSs on running

By MICHAEL GILTZ

N 0 Conan O'Brien was the most
I belintled man on wlevision, Not aniy

wis be learning how o be o talk-show
host in front of milllons — akay, th
sands — ol people, but hls series faced
cancellatl 10 daily basks Tt wasa’t too
much of @ stre

to imagine O Brien fim-
i!tIII.'IH a show and then getting o call from
the suits g NBC, who would tell him how
unfunmy he was, '1hen they'd say, "Okay,
you can do another show fomormow.”™
“Thar scema like an eternity agn,” ad-
mits (FTirien, who celebrates his tenth
it TV (and his first Emmy
Bemt Talk Show) wih a
perimee-time  spsecial
m the Rexc Theat
1 clipn Featuring Triu
Comic Dog. at g contests with fior
ick Andy Richter, In the Year
of pourse, The Masturbating

000 and
Besr

Mow that OFfrien i at the wop of his
gamae, booking speclal guests sn't a prob-
lem

“lack Hlack Is coming by and he's plan-
ning to sing an operatic rock "' roll noum-
ber about the histary of the show,” says
the 40-year-old Massachusetts native,
“Will Ferrell is golng to do something
cutlandish. And we luave 3 bunch of other
possihllitbes, bul we can confirm them
umti] & day or two hefore

“Bui chooring ©x ]
show has boen diffi

“The goisd pewn and the bad news s
k mal really funny soulff
it all fit. So M say something
ike, “Well. when | created the boy banad
— we're going o have ko cut that remote.”
And people just sart screaming snd yell
ing. 50 you sy, "Ohay, we'll leave that in,
bt we're golng 1o have 1o cut when |
learped how to e Sants Clius ond went
o Macy's" And people siar yelling and
screaming. 5o you're in a good position
because | think when we finally baoil this
down ity going to be really funmy.”

An even bigger relief is that the chips
don't all coine (rom ihe show's first few

eI

which .':;F"i. to
bank Caed

ENGmCnty
mt two or three year™
*So that's & pood sign

g worse tho if we had
i thin and asld. ‘Gee. after 95 we
pretiy much were oul of gas, We were

never funny ever sgain' And if moyone s
poing 1o feel that way, It would be me"

Sthl, desplie his |naecurliles, O'Brien
claims he -lln-rhn'l baess about the com-
petiton. “Tt doesnt help me to see what
other people are dolng because 1 fecl like
it clutters my mind,” he says. I 'm Nip-
ping channels and | happen upon Dave,
I'll watch Dave for ten minutes. Bat then
Il waich L-String Divas,” (o see what
they're wp 0. Because | thiok thet's im
resrarch. Ower thme. ouEr &
ally becowme an extenddon of my
ayncrathe senidb aned, fow
: for M, thet's kind of what k
abould be.”

Though OHricn haa his series working

the way he wands it 1o, he's also sman
enough (0 know Lhel, oven aficr ton years
taking a lengthy wacation lsn't a wvery
pood idea Mot with Bill Maher, Jon Stew-
art and Jlmmy mie] and. of course. Jay
Leno and David Letterman all over the
Arw AV

*1 wouldn’t be soarnd o take fwo weeks
off.” (Firlen. “The readity
bmpslferna b that s i i’ hard
appear for that long *

Speaking of ABRC™ Kimmel, did OBrien

REYE

feel any 1':|r|p.1||'|}' forr the comie, whio took
more sbuse for his talk-show debut than
anyone aince, well, Conanf Did he drop
him a note and sy, "Don’t worry. They
hsted me when | siarted™

"Tea,” says O'Boen, with a leugh, “Ny
e Wiote me § Dole™
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