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Vs surpussed VHE i 2000 (o

oome the quickes! suscorss sbory in

home entertainment histo

They're just as cheap as '.'Ill-u. they

look snd sound dramatically better
and they're often lasded with extras s
Hatde or mo cost. What's not 10 love?

Bclow are snnie of the bess DVD fe
leases ol 2001, the year masle famous by
Stanley Kubrick as a slgnpost for the fu-
ture. Today, that funire looks shiny and
berighu and about five lnches in dismeter.

Here are the titles that made those sil-
very discs worth clutching to your chest
[‘Eungu;; Wihita |'nd lhb: Saven D-Euh

M MNobady repackages their
valalog beiter than Disne T‘ul even they
outdid themeelves with this bavih, clever
two disc platioum edithon of their crown
jewel Best of all, the many extras don’t
overwhelm the witty, delighziul
Bd-miniite Mlm. (1 sometlines worry ihat
i ehe future kids won realize they can
slimply watch a movie withont kipplog to
mini-Jocumentarics or letening 1o a
cummeniary track.}

The Woody Allen Colleetion Set 3
| $99.55; ) Here's ihe polar opposlie
oo all thowe Lavish sets bosded with extras
a collectbon of six Woosly Allen films
from his peak m.id-Enpl-rfn period. Mo
commentary track from Allen; no on-the-
set documentaries o collections of sills
and paster art. Just elghl movics, seven af
which are true pemm. Who needs extras
when you've got filma like Homnak mend
Her Sistesi, Felig, The I‘::rprc Rose |:|_|f
Cofre, and Badio Days,

Fawity Towers: The Codlection |
$53.98. BBC Video). Al 12 brilliantly funny
episcdes of perhaps the best sbuort: run
sitcom of all time. Joha Clecse had al-
reidy achieved his falr amount of immor-
I:.|li.1.}; with Manty .I'"f,].ll.l:']_ bat this hilard
ois Barve about the worst hotel owper in
kistory gave him mmortality and brag-
Eing rif s among fellow Mython alume
tansil Terry Gilliam made Brazild,

Almest Famous Uniftied: Tha Bootleg Cut
{834,895 Unlveraal L.‘iulrl ¢ il mosd eater-
ratnleg commsnrary tiack of the year
came couriesy of Cameron Crowe and his
o, who bantercd back andd forth as
only family members can while watching
u movie that loviogly but unblinkingly
presenied thelr strange, happy relation-
ship to the world. The extras didn't guite
ke me reappraise his very good film,
but they're good to have, just like that
boxned sot of random Pab Drylam somjs
that never made {1 opto o album

The Godfather DVD Coliection (5105 50:
Pargmount) [ cootaing the firs commen-
tary track 1o be pamecheched byaTV
alwrw (the characters on "tilmore Glrls™
coubdn't wall 1o hear Coppola defendin
the casting of his daughter Sofia in J’.‘.m_'f
fatter LT3, Bast the real pleasere of this set
i of course the ndmark firg fwo (il
and the copious, intelligent extras. Pris-
tine coples of these eminently rewalch-
able dramas ire essedllal sipce i cai'l
ust warch them once. And since Coppola

puichered them on video, petting them
right once xad for all on DYD s all the
pwrrﬂrr.

Grey Gandans [ 539.85; Criterion). 11's ul-
Wi uhhr)'lluc ta |'|.'|'|.|1I|1..I soe 2 claksle and
have it Live i b woar r:rpﬁ.'l..:.‘iunt. This
painfully funny look at 3 mother and
daughter emconced (there's no ather
wuord fur §t) in a crumbling mansion in
the East Hamptons is every bit as bizarre
and compelling and quotalile as I°d heard.

Shrek | $26.99; DreamWorks). In rare
canes, 3 seconsd viewing can help you re-
appraise a fllm, Ceralnly the many fun
extras on Shrek got me watching 1.T'.|r
mavie again and pudglngl  admit it's
bitier than | remnembere -Frhn.r.jz]l- nill
not 2% possd m most critics say ) Bt with
Famcs like Fairy Tale Bowling and a great
extra that keis you recond your own valce
aver 12 seenies, who nesds a movie?

picks the discs that rock

The Sopranos: The Complete Second

Semson | 539.98; HBOD) 2nd The X-Fiies: The

Fourth Season | §140.58; Fox)
Sure if's a [ittle expensive. but this exem-
plary boxed set of the gangster drama
does everything you wani: il gives you an
cnthre sexson of the show, weeful extras
like director commentary lor cerain rrl-
sicdes, and firs i all in a slim, stiractive
cune, Cleacly, they followed the example
of “The X-Files," which has set the stan-
dard for TV shows oo DVD pod met them
Itsell with the fourth (2nd best) season of
the Baw pudnﬂru w11 serien 11 muarred
only by beteg too pricey.

Citizen Kana | §29.58; Warner Bros.).
Anyune who wanted to gay DVD hadn't
come of age slmply pointed out that this
lilms wasa't out yet E’:!L DV hias comme
of agr and Citifen Kane H ouwt on DA
They made us walt, so they took care to
ke the walt worthwhile, doing an ex-
emplary fob of Bnding top-notch extras
and peiting a terriflc commentary track
from Hn{rr Erert (whe should have to do
at brand thaee of four of thess a year for
classie films put out on DY

The Bridge on the River Kwal and Low-

renca ol Arabla [ 538,95 each: Columbila
Tl‘is-llfl. These David Lean classles are
two gresd reasons o upgrade your TV 10
o big screen mooster with serround
sonend. flrilliant Glms, strong extras if
you've alresdy deen them o hundred
tmes, And the less sald abaut the woe-
1"u|]!.' dated Doctor Fhivapo the better.

Upstalrs, Downsisira: The Compleds Firs
Season | §79.85; ALE) and The Simpeons:
The Complete First Ssascn | $35.88; Fox)
awe it noticed Ut TV shows are one
of the funnest sources of programming on
DVD? They never worked on video (just
one season of  regular weries hes up
acres of shell space). But on DVD, classic
TV shows seem new again. Upstales,
Dewnatabis comes from ARE, which
doesn't have the budget for snazry pack-
aging of lots of mxtrad, b Eois the job
dane with a generous fonur episar ey prT
disc and e taste In (elevisaon The
Simpsans does have lots of extras and
lmﬂM::-.'LJFi:nF making the (il season
of 13 ghows [Far from (s hest) o great buy.
Here"s Boping they beep the price down
when other seasons | which contain 24 cp
imoded) coime out,

1000 “OF sRquuacag ‘Avpung ‘Tsng Wios may
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even the
dud flicks

The Grinch | 52558 Univerdal). M'm
Aot going (o amply nuke s lag of all
thie Bad movies of the vear, b this
DYDY stanads out for showing hasw
uply and cheap the sets loaked fiv
thin film How i ever ol ann Chcar
momimation 11 never kmow.

pan Now Redus [§29.99; Par
amauntk Il Francls Ford Coppola
wints o release a li-hour version of
his Vietnam Mick, thai's fine by ow
(And TH probably line up o walch
ir b But what's disturbing about this
relense (s that l':nppula -nnE:r inchades
his direcior's cunt and v threstening
1o keep the original cut off the muar-
ket forever.

‘Willy Wonka & Tha Chocolste Fec-
lory { $24.90; Wamer Broa). This has a
|""'T' v ending. Warner Neos, put ol
“'ﬂrr Waonka ln & cropped version
only on DVIL God knevwes how many
vrmiga-loompss they cut off, bat fans
rr}TIuerd with a delage of oom-
plaints and the seodio quickly put ot
the widescreen version. One clear Ins
dication that even the dayvs of boibher-
gt inchsde 3 cropped edirion with
the theatrical, widescreen cur are
over. When people waich wiide-
sereen eplsodes of “The West Wing™
and “ER,"” they're nol poing 1o link
over 3 mnvie heing abhown the way i
Wil seem in theaters.
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