One of the icﬂlllﬂ.i triwmpha at this Oscars

was Hayao 's bri l;-ut;gsl ed Away®
winning Best Animsted Fllm. It (520.00, Disney) tells
the story of a livile git] wha wanders into an aban-
doned amusement park with ber parents. "re
turned into pigs and she's rrapped i a fontasy world,
farced to work at a bathhowse that caters to ap end-
leas parade of gods whibe trying to figure out how 1o
rescue her folka 14 ha the comflonting ontlines of &
elawsbe Tabry tale, but this mevie b8 w0 compleicly Jap-
ancee i its senaibility that i's b welrder and mose
original than the Laar 10 Disney canocns combined.
Heantifully drawn, it's a grear introduction to Miya-
ki, one of the world's great animators. Disney has
also released two of his very poud eirlier works —
“Cantle in the Sky" (1988), 4 tale aboud a princess
from a Moating ciry. and “Kiki's Debivery Service®
(19971, about a winch-in- cralning They re all much
better than “Princess Mozoooke,™ the bland 1999 eco-
sags that was Miyazakls first movie o get a wide re
fease here. And avold Fox's "My Melghbor To tom®
(1991}, & eropped edition without dny exiras,

In the United Klngdom, writer Dennis Potier s &
TV glant — sort of 8 combinstion of Steven Bocheca,
Anron Sorkin and Orson Walles — and “The Singing
Dretective™ (KB4 Is one of ile malor reasons why
(55908, Warner Rroa ). A legenalary, six-part mbnkse
ries, it ctars Michael Gambon i 5 myatery novelist
suller ing from » dreadiul skin dlscove 23 did Potier)

from high fevers, the writer is siuck in a de-

lirfum ool haranguing the stail, We see glimpse
uof his childhond alongside the details of a new crime
he's concocting o keep himseli (rom going mad, Did
1 mention bow major characters often hreak lnto
wong. lip-synching old classicos in elaborate musical
llu'uhn‘x?il'l: not fimished watching i MEI: afrer
years of anticipation, it's fiving up (o the high san-
durds of "Pennbes From Heaven™ (Potter's other mas
terplece). Brilllant, bitter and bold,

A cocky new kid (a very appealing Nick Cannon )
fitns the collige marching hand {4 this erjoyebly pre-
distable comedy drama (537,948, Fox). It's no more
formulalc than & million fudy Garland- Mickey Roo-
ey musicals and Just as fun once you relax and pe-

t it for what it ks, Wil be learn 1o fit trto the band?
Wil the girl be (sncies fall for him® Will the tough
mmisical iesiractos Iﬂfﬂlﬂﬂ frovm tut an-
naryring 7-Up commencials, but quite good here) ever
lluph:rrrjnggljm o hard time? Wm they winthe b
competition? Il you don't know the answers, you'll
Jke this amisble fick even more (hin 1 did.

This solid, (xc1-based drama from divector Phlllip
Noyee (£29.90, Disney) s about three sbarigina girls
are forcibly dragped away from their families because
they're hall white — the girls are therefure considered
“tow guodd™ 1o be ralsed by aboriginals, but oo “low”
to be treated as equals w whites. They're placed In
campn whete 1hey'te tratned to be servants for whited
The girls escape and travel lzerally thousssds of
itilles m homie, evading :jpldm every HT of the
way, ¥ gripplog. it's aided tremendously by a
terrific Peter Gﬂlﬁll sCore.

“FAMILY GUY™: VOL. 1 (SEASONS DME
AND TWD)

A scabrously funay sltcam, “Family Goy™ (340,98,
Fox) is probably the most patently offensive show
ilnce sth P'ark” and beiore that "All {n the Fam-
ily." I you weren't offended. you weren't warching.
And you probebly weren't watching, siice Fox maved
this hand gremade af a cartoon around the whedule
o frequently that even creatar Seth McFarlane

rubably couldn’s keep trazk of i, Here you get about
half of the entire mun of the show (28 epsodes],
shovwing the Griffin famlly (nclndlng o murderaus
mabsy sad 3 ralkclng dog that's the only voloe of reasan)
iy @l wbs wad ghory, 1% mot Gdr 1o MeFarlane, bt the
ihow i acucily meete fis s W didnt T
pop culimeal phienoem o la “The Simps Duar, hey
Cub classic is 3 proity presl way io go boo, e’ i
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