“HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF
SECRETS"

OK, the second Harry Potter movie is better than
ihe Prst, bui they both remabn tiresamely faishil o
the books bn the worst senae of the word (52995,
Warner Bros.), Ouly an extremely strong cast (aided
this thme by an enboyably smug Branagh|

s the mavie from being truly dull The extras
wirike a nlce balance between games and such lor kids
{wrlth the DVD-ROM offering printabls wradi unh
and much more) and moge knl’urmlw: tldb: F
aduiles, lke the interview with LK. Rowlin
screanwriter Steve Kloves,

“THINGS BEHIND THE SUN"

Writerdirector Allison Anders has always oecd
ke proeninestly in her movies, Tadlrth.n‘ val-
enting to the Brill Buildiag “Grace of My Heart.™ Buf
ruck ‘n’ roll — provided in this case by Sonic Youth
— han never seemed mone essential or mate life-sav-
Ing than in ber new drama (524,98, Showtimek Awk-
ward but sincere, i shows a journalist interviewing
r|=-|.l|| 1.|||1;:—u!n.gwr|.1.:t abaut her tragmnatic rape.

basis for her hii single and something the
rrpurl'u Imows all oo much about. A very good cant
(imcluding & sleary Erle Stoltx), but Anders remalss
wkru h' :r:ruin‘ charsciers than knowieg what 1o
i :

“HERE COMES PETER COTTONTAIL"
“THE DAYDREAMER"

“Peter Comonrail® (571) has never quite entered (he

antheon of Rankin-Bass hollday classics, but 1 don't
Emw why (51298, Sony Wonder), Vincent Price s a
delicious willain and the songs sre up o soufl. I2's
backed by one of their antmated thans — “Puss in
Pooty® — but a5 anyosc who's wen their version of
=The Hubbit™ knows, animation 't their srong sull
Another lont charmer is 's “The Daydreamer™
($14.98, Anchor Bayl, which uses the life of a young
Hans Christisn Andersen to recount several clasiic
tales like *The Linle Mermuld™ — and without the
obligatory Disney happy endings, Qulie nice

SWITHOUT LYING DOWN"
USUMRISE"

In Hollywood's early diys. women dominased
screenwTitg nd rven msde Mapsr CORITERA M. 5
direciors. (1t would be fun o s simeone ke hnl-
they were shunted aside b T “Withasat Lm{
focused on the success of Francis Markon and ber cat-
laboration with the great sciress Mary Pickiford
1§20.99, Milestone), It's fine, but the “extra® = thebr 63
milmate film *A Little Princess” (1017) = ks 50 pood you
can't help th the dooumentary should have been
the extra for that mstead of the ather way around! Fox
lhas the classic F.W. Murnou Oscar-winner “Stesriae™
(1907 wvailable, bar you can’t buy it — nstead, you
have to purchase three Fox DD duach as ~ AR Abont
Eve™ and send in coupons (o get bt for free.

SCAUGHT IN THE DRAFT"/*GIVE ME A
SALDR"

“LOUISIANA PURCHASE"/"NEVER SAY DIE"

Unlversal s wlv:hn-tMﬁ Bob Hege's 100th Birhday

h} r!‘r nudﬁ ke his ~Hosd™ movies with
roaby and a clutch of double features 151498

Fx Univenall. You have to love the cowardly

Hope fof putting o “C o the Dvealft™ duri

WAWIE (F0 1o be exact ) T ﬂﬂﬂ-ifih.ll"h‘i l.‘“l

who would do anything o sveld comba muse ha

bern wweet balm to seared ng guys being l:lllnrd

into bargle, Even the most tmid could feel braver

than Hope or 41 least gain umm'nrl from knowing they
wepen't alone, The i are surprisingly pood, o,
“THE PETER SELLERS COLLECTION™

Feerrone mows Peter Sellers was 4 genims, bt we
wiually only alk about “Lolita,” *0r. Strangelove.”
. There™ and, of coure, the Mnk Pamber mov
ies. This ternific boxed set covering litile-seen British
mawies bke “I'm All Right |ack” and “Carlion-Browne
af the 0" (both 19590 should change that (589,08,
Adichir Bay), Unlike many such compilations, there
lam't & wcq{mu in the bunch, with 19607 clever
“Twu-Way Stresch™ (in which con msen rob a hank
while in prison so they can have the perfect alibiy
first amung equals
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