Forrest Gump ($24.95; Paramount)
. This is an casy movie to hate — at the center is a ero who suc-
ceeds not because of any inner sweetness but through dumb luck
and the misfortune of others. Tom Hanks manages o invest For-
rest with: more complexsty than this Zelig-like character deserves
- . and he's the main reason Robert Fe-
meckis' stunt-of-a-{llm was so commer-
cially succesaful It was areal gamble and
-0 those involved probably nothing more
than an oddball, rechnically Lﬂﬂenfi&z
story, duly celebrated with a special edi-
tion DVD loaded with extras. ot Forrest
< a5 @ hero is disturbing for anyone of any
political stripe;who is passionate about
the workd, ©in Victnam, for cxample, be
isw't for ar againsg it, He s incapable of
Being for or against it And when he runs
-1 atross the countey and becomes a cele-
“brated figure, it isn't because Forrest has
any commitied stance to promote — he
. fust does I The joke is on us for-thinking
* hig act should mean something. Forrest
Hariks s Gumg Gump eelebrates this lack of involvemeni
a8 pertaps the ideal way to get by in the world, Don't get caughe
up inissues, says Gump, because we're all jost like that hapless
little feather blown aboue by the winds of change. We're kidding
ourselves if we think wie can affect our life or the world at Farge
in any meaningful way, That's an invidious message: nninten-
tional, perhaps, but invidious nonetheless.

South Pacific and Anne Frank
(528.99 each; Buena Vista)

ABC is the only major netwaork i thie last few Years to cofsis-
tently score commercizl and eritical suceesses with their TV
muovies and miniserles, (Which makes its dectsion to eliminate
the regular slae for original TV movies all the more puzzling )
Here are two prime examples (rom last season: Glenn Close is too
mature to play Nellic Forbush as originally imapined. But she
adds her own twists to Sourk Pacific and surrounds herself with a
fine supporting cast, Inclading H Connpick Tr. This is marvel-
ausly sung and far better than the sff thearrical version of 1958
Like ABC's Annie, this is the best adaptation yet of 2 ¢lassic musi-
cal Including a look at Anne's happy childhood and werrible end
in a death camp pives her story new power. So does a top-notch
cast featuring Ben Kingsley, Brenda Blethyn and Hannah ‘Taylor
Gaordomn

Wonka & the Chocolate F.
mﬂ;m Bros,) e

It’s cua!mue why Warner Bros s eager to remake this movie,
You could improve It inmediately by dropping the dreadful song
— “I've Got a Golden Ticket — (sung punrfy.ﬁ{ the otherwise
adorable Peter Ostrum) and special effects would pump ap the
magic, right? Bug good luck 1o the poor actor who tries to follow
the inimittable Gene Wilder a8 Wonka MNext to Young Franken-
stein Cand with a'nod 10 His hilarious work in The Producers), ihils
ix Wilder's most meinorable role. He's wedrd, disturbing, charm-
ing and ¢ruel — ofien in the same sentence. When Wonkn ex-
plodes with fury towards the end, its truly scary. And when he
melts & roment later, it's all the more unexpected. Robin Wil-
linrms — bruited about as a possibility = would probably Look ke
he wanted to hug the kids the moment they arrived. Wamer Bros,
would be better off putting this on stage, where the imagination
needed to recreate the Chocolite Factory might make it scem
fresh again. :

Sullivan’s Travels ($39.95; Criterion)

Everyone has'a cult favorite they will defend 1o the death, Byt
film buffs wre wsually less eaper to share their disisterest in or
even antipathy for what is widely regarded a2 masterplece. Well,
here's one of mine. 1 love Preston Sturges and think Miracle o
Morgan's Crevk, The Palm Beach Story, and Hail the Conguering
Hera are witty, subversive, and brilliant classies; Tm slightly less
enamored of The Laody Eve, which is quite funny yet demands too
much af i suspension of disbelief, But why is Sullivan’s Travels
hebd in higher esteen than all of these gems? 1¢'s about a director
whe Borgs to make a “serfows” fil myonly toultimately realize that
comedy serves 3 great purpose. But Stirges practically makes the
seli-important film his character ix dissunded from. Sure there are
funny tweaks of Hollywood, buat there fs-also a silent, ponderous. -
SEven mitte tour of & shantyiown to make our hero feel guilty
for begrudging the poor bums a tittle laughter, Most critics will
tell you I'm wrong and Criterion has presented it beautifully,
withall the requisite cxtras including a terrific "American Mas-
fers™ documentary on Sturges. = Michael Giltz




