Pearl Harbor (529.99; Touchstone) .
Afil s temperate inportraying all sides of the (irst sneak at-
tack on American soil that even the Japanese took it to heart. This *

handsomely’ packaged twi-disc 56t is loaded with extras, bt
there'd also o GUT Set for $49.00 that hadeven more and — 1f you
canwait =-on May 14 a four disc sct director's out, which pre-. .
sumably stnges the Pear] Harbor attack in real thime: ﬁpcik.ir_ﬁ( af
the director, this is (ar and away Michael Bay's best movie. Un
ke ‘U'he Rock, Armageddon and Bad Boys, Pear]l Harboris a
fairly coherent film with action sceénes you can {sometimes) fol-
bow, The cast ix salid and while the movie is by no means pood, it
is painless hokem. Imagine ifOliver Stone lad directed it. Instead.
of fag-waving patriotism, we'd probably watch FDR callously let
the aftack procecd withaut warniog his military, juse to force the
Foot-dragging public to support enlering the war,

Long before September 11, the promational blitz around Pearl
Harbor prompted-all the siudics to'churn oot some of their war-
movies: Oscar winner From Here 1o Eterndty ($24.95 Columbia
TriStark ohvioualy puts Pearl Hirbor 1o shame and gave the pegr-
less Montgomery Clift one of his Best roles as a sensitive rebel,
Lestor known gems include toupgh guy Robert Mitchum directed
by Edward Dmytryk in Angia (519,95 Colambia TriStar) and
thres salid efitrics in'the Fox W Classicsline: Hallsof Mon-"
tezuma, Wing and a Praver, and Guadalcanal Diary (519,58 cach; -
Foxk But my personaliavorite 15 Steven Splelberg's World War 11
drama Empireof the Sun (52499, Warncr Bros.) Some said Spiel=
bherg was shameledsly trying to geran Oscar by tackling this
mavie, Bui that over hivwr much this brilliant drama resem-
bies his prost personal work (a boy separated from his family, an
emorlonal reunion at the fimale, ere.) Though hie swpuld get the

*Oscar years later, T still think this is Spiclberg’s best work s a di-
rector, thanks fo & tremendais score by John Williams and a
great adiptation by Tom Stoppard from the [.G. Ballard novel. -
Every shot B beautifully composed as he tells the stosy ol a boy
held prisoncr by the Jnpaneges And, of course. hecoached Chris- -
tian Hale to one of the greatest performances by a childactor we:

are ever likely to seed Afclasdic. .
Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure/Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels (519.98 each; MGM) -

1f all q}ns:hs:rkmwlr: tire you put, take a breather with ong of
these comedy classics. Bill & Ted succeeds thanksto the dopey
churms of Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter, but especially because
the movie is ultimately rather sweel-natured (something most
other nasty and dumbteen comedies fail to appreciatel; Dirty
Rotten Scoundrels pairs Michael Caine and Steve Martin ina tale
of shysters tohiliirious effect. Director Frank Oz has a marvelous
rouch with light comedy and it justgets funnier and funnier every
time you walch il » it i
Walt Disney Treasures (32.99 each; Disney) -

Ko studio fakes betber care of its catalog or repackiges it mors
relentlessiy than Disney. That's because me:hq mid-6is fwhen
Disney himsell died) until the mid-80s, the studio wis moribund
both creatively and financially. All they had was their catalog and
thiey used il witely — re-releasing their animated gems every — -
seven years and almost single-handedly turning video into 2 sall-

- :h:nuggep}gn-nmcnnn and major $ource of income for both Dis-
ey and the other majors. The nice result for consumers is a
steady stream of smartly packaged titles ke Walt Disney ‘Frea-
stpes: Encased in souvenirtin cases, these four titles include Dis-
ngyland USA (episodes of the TV series set in the theme parks),
Mickey Mouse in Living Color {26 shorts from 1935 to 1938} and

-thie real trensures Davy Crockett (all five episodes of the wildly
poplar show that aired briefly on “The Wonderful World of Dis-
ney') and Silly Symphonies (the innovative shorts from 1929 1o
1939 thar pionecred thetechnigues Disney wiold use so well ine-
Snow Whitel. AR T S U Michaow Giltz




