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ssix Feet Under”; The Complete First
Season

Alan Ball's series about a family that runs a funseal
home was deservedly acclaimed for its first season
{50008, [IBOY, It has a great cast — anchored by the
under-appreciated Franees Conroy as the mother
wihve beautifully stars to assert herself afier her hus-
pand's death — and this nicely designed boxed s=t
has all the extras you'd expect, So what's the prob-
lem? At only 13 episodes, 1?';1 Is way over-priced at
<100, HBO has made a killing off of premium-priced
boxed sets of “The Sopranos.” But even with quality.
shaws like this, they can't expect consumers to roll
over nnd play dead anymore when series like 247
snd *Oince & Again® are available for much less.

sSwest Home Alabama"

Reese Withe is forging the carecr everyone
expected Alicia erstone to have, Both broke our
in smart comedies — Silverstone with the delightful
=Clueless” and Witherspoon with “Election.” But Sil-
verstone's projects since then have beeg lope while
Witherspoon has made one his after thejother, Toa
bad it's been in minor fufl like this forgkuable ro-
mantic comedy set reostly down South (52999,
Teuchetone), Witherspoon is a fashion designer on
the rise in New Yark and all set to marry the mayor's
son (a charming Patrlck Dempsey), All she has to do
is ot hier estr d husband { Josh Lacas — who
lonks disturbingly like Matthew McConaughey! 1o
finally sign those divorce papers.

“Thelma & Louise”
“Mildred Pierce”

Ridley Scott showed how much fun feminism can
be when the gals are locked and loaded and ready to
party with a strapping Brad Pitt (32498, MGM), This
debuxe edition has all the extras and that glorious ride
inte the sunset. A tough gal from an easlier era is Joan
Crawford's “Midred Pierce™ (519.98, Warner Bros.).
you'd think Crawford was 3o scary that anyone
would be too frightened 1o cross her. But watching
erce bow and scrape for her ungrateful daoghier
can‘t help but break your hear.

“An Affair to Remember"
“Driving Miss Daisy”

Two dated dramas that were once beloved. “An Af-
fair 1o Remember™ starring Cary Grant and Deborah
Kerr seemed a little silly even when it came out
{51998, Fox). though those two stars gave this weepie
a Tittle digniry. But no wonder Warren Beatty's re-
make was a stilted Nop. “Sleepless in Seattle” uses ity
fconic status neely and will probably Last longer. The
politics of “Diriving Miss Daisy™ ($19.93, Warner
Brog.} are well-intentioned, just ike “Guess Who's
Coming to Dianer” ard other socially conscious Hol-
lywood offertngs that seem holier than thow Jessica
Tandy won the Osear but Morgan Freeman takes an
almost impassible role and makes it seent real

“The Gathering Storm"

This delightful movie starring Albert Ficacy and
Vanessa Redgrave is one of the most acclaimed
HBO movies in years (526,95, HBO), It shows Win-
stan Churchill betwesn the wars, chomping at the bit
1o take on Hitler but owt of power and unable 1o do
anything but bark at the complacency in Parliaman:
Finney and Redgrave give this moedest enterprise real
chiarm and the first-rate supporting cast doesn™t hurt
either. A winner.

“igby Goes Down”
' Ruth”

Two oddd ducks that never guire turn inlo swans.
#Tghy* ($26,98, MGM) is abeut 2 Holden Caulfield
wanna-be (Kieran Culkin) saddled with a bunch of
phonies, led by his dving mom and arch older
brother. A good cast (Susan Sarandon, Ryan
Chillippe} can't shake the air of familiarity, but Cul-
kin and Claire Danes have some nice moments.
Those whe think " About Schmidt” is a winner should
check our Alexander Payne's better, earlber works,
like “Flection” and the caustic “Chizen Ruth” ($19.99,
Touchstone}, which makes hay out of abortlen peli-
tics, thanks to a great perfermance by Lanra Dern
and a hilarlows seript worthy of Preston Sturges.




