Buffy the Va
First Season ($39.98; Fox)

L'ri!iﬂu'r acclaimed, more ndnﬁng
press coverage than shows with five
times [is ratings, regular appearances on
“bestaf the year” lists and still 1 don’t
think this exceptional show (starring
Sarah Michelle Gellark has been given its
due: Those of you whoe'don't get it either
haven't watched it or simply muned in for
a few minwtes, saw some slimy monsters
and turned it off. As many have pointed
out, It's actually a very clever, sharply
wrilten coming of age lale where young
people mist deal with responsibility and
where their actions have consequences.
which completely ignores how witty, bracingly fun and emotion-
ally poignant this landmark show can be, Watching the first cight
episodes vnly demonstrates how nimble Joss Whedon's creation
was from the start.

Tron ($29,99; Disney )

Misney aften fell flar on dts face when it tried to be hipper than
the rocan (ir ok a lhl}' oulzide COFpay like Pixar to let them
pull thar trick off). Remember fts woeful atémpt at a Star Wiars-
type movie with The Black Holed But Tron 18 & respectable stab a
heing cutting edige, with nifty visuals that show what it was like
to b trapped inside a computer long before Microsoft and end-
leas l'tbﬁl:llilllg l!'rl.'rl.'ud Tt t\'ide'spn.-ad that |ﬁ|q|'|!ma'n: wonld be.
Tt was also touted as the latest flm that would finally turn Jefi
Bridges into a supersiar. More attempts would follow but Bridges
wotlld have (o settle for simply being a great actor. Lots of fun ex-
tras for those, like me, wha overlooked the drama and enjoyed
this movie for theglorified video game it was,

Roots — 25th Anniversary Edition ($59.98;
L L £ This eplc blockbuster has nat, sadly,
h 8 aged very well. But like a ramshackle old
building, it deserves bandmark status for
iis place in history, if not for any 13sting
aesthetic appeal, Chilie simply, our stan-
dards for realism have for outstripped
this well-meaning look at slavery, The
settings, for example, are notably cheap,
barcly better than one of thoee cobopial
village recnactments that cater totour:
ists. The sense of play-acting is also over-
whelming - when a whip Lashes oot at a
slave, the sound effect i appropriately fe-
e . rocions but the actual props are clearly.
Mimsy affairs that wouldn't hurt a fly, So why was it 50 over-
wheliming at the time? "The casting, I think, The black dctors —
LeVar, Bufton, John Amos; Cicelyr Tyson and 50/ on = are an=
iformly excellent. But the white actors are key. The roles of slave-
owners are played by TV icons like Ed Asner and Robert Reed.
The mostly white sudience watching arthe time surely wanted to
identify with slaves like Kunta Kinte, But seeing Lou Grant as s
Ehip L] in lr:lhhpr.'lr_l'lng slaves pnd Mr. Hrady a5 & slave owner
surely forced them to idenrify with the people they'd rather have
dismissed as eruel, distant characters,

The Sixth Sense ($29.99; Hollywood)

Enough already! This fine film was given an excellent DVD
debut, jam-packed with pumerous extras that would satisfy any
fan. Releasing an even more deluxe editlon (deluxer?) so soon is
simply unfair. Whar possible fustification could there be? Unlike,
say, the recent Baotleg cut of Almost Famous, the director was
clearly very available and hel ke that first DVD 3 superior
release. 5o there's no reagon for going back so soon and adding
extris except to fgueeze out & few more bueks (rom hard-core .
fans, Yes, this edition has more extras. Mo, T won't bother de-
seribing how good or had they are compared to the firse batch of
extras; neithier will T detail exactly what is and isn't included In
each version. Wha's got the time for such nit-picking?

Mewsies ($29.99; Disney) :

James Bomd sings! Okay, I'm getting a bit shead of myself:
Christian Bale is simply. one of the names being bandied about 1o
replace Pierce Brosnan in the 2lst Bond il But if Bale became
Bond. I belleve b would be the first ong to have also appearpd in
a mzsical. T won't count Sean Connery’s moving warbling at the
climax of The Man Who Would Be King, Newsies isn't a very good
miskcal, but there is a certain old-fashioned charm tothis swoey of
turfi-od-the-century fie, 19005} newsboys golng on sirike for bet-
ter working conditons!




