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“The Bourne Identity”

Mate Damon i3 surprisingly convincing in this up-
dating of the Robert Ludlum thriller abour a secret
agent who can’t remember anything — except how to
kil ($26.98, Universal). It's irim, no-nonsense fun
from the direcior of “Go™ — untll the lej:.'. unsaﬁ'sf\..--
ing finale. 5till, Damon acquits himself nicely and
pets a much better franchise than his buddy Ben Af-
feck, who starred as the third [ack Ryvan in the miser-
able, mishegotten *The Sum of All Fears™

“Tadpole”
“24 Hour Party People”

Bebe Neuwirth seems to have been lost amid the
end-uf-year crush of good movics. But her sparky
turn as an unapologetic seducer of Oscar, the
H-}'tﬂ.r-ﬁl;! qom of her best friend (Sigourney Weaver,
in fine form) is the best part of this sweetly amusing
comedy ($20.70, Miramax). The highlight? The dinner
party scene where Newwirth fesses up and is sur-
prised anyone would care. A different party ks dis-
sected bn “Z4 Howr Party People,” a frantic but loving
look at the Manchester music scene in the United
K.:ngdum (526,98, MGM). It's impen:lﬁb|: o anyone
who deesn’t know the Happy Mondays from the
Stone Roses, but essentlal for those who do.

“Little Otik”
“See the Sea”

Czech animator Jan Svankmajer retells the classic
tale of a childless couple who yearn for a haby so
much that they take care of a tree stump carved to
look Like a baby (529,99, Zeltgeist), Unfortunately,
Little Orik springs to life and becomes very hungr
indeed. The movie jumps from witey to desperately
sad 1o horrifying in no time, offering up paindul in-
sights into g::.rtn:hmd and love along the way, Origl-
nal, to tay the least. Also just out is “Sde the Sea”
paired with "A Summer Dress® (524,99, Leluygelst).
French director Francods Ozon's breakthrough played
at Film Forum for ages, and shame on you for no:
watching It then — he's become one of the most ex-
citing directors around, with the Almodovar-like “Sit-
com” and the Charlotte Rampling tearjerker "Under
the Sand.”

“101 Dalmations II: Patch’s London
Immnﬂ
“Snow Quaen”

15 thiz what the winners of *American Ido!” can
lok forward tof The UK. champion, Will Young,
can't even ged his album released in the United States
(if people didn’t watch the show, they don't care
about the singer) but he does appear on Digney's lat-
est straight-to- DVD quickie singing =1'ry Again®
($29.99, Dvsney). One wishes Dismney would stop try-
|II¢; 1o milk every classic it's ever made for 5;:1:101"&..
Betver than that is “Smow Cueen” (519,98, Artisan),
starring Bridget Fonda as the evil gueen who steals
away a young girl's love, At three hours, It's 1oo long
for Hitle tvkes and not quite exciting enough for the
older ones, but at least they made something original

] See a Dark Stranger”
"Eye of Vichy"

Deborah Kerr stars in the eccentric comedy “Dark
Stranger” as an Irish lass who despises the British so
much, she callaboarates with the Nazis (310,05, HVEL
1t's a good reminder that Kerr wasn't abways as soiif
and dull as she seemed In “Tea and Sympathy.” Tue
its delightful mix of real suspense and sly humer
shouldn't be & surprize: The film came from the team
of Frank Launder and Sydney Gilllat, the team behind
“The Lu.d:r Vanishes" and other classics. For a look at
muore serious collaborators, Clande Chabrol's "Eve of
Vichy" (529,95, First Hun Features) is a damning com-
pilation of French film footage and newsreels.

“The Magic Christian"

As studios empty their vaults to capitalize on the
DVD explosion, we're ?ttting all sorts of minor gems.
Poter Seliers has one of his stranger roles in “The
M .|gi:.' Christian™ when he adopts Ringo Starr and
uses his wealth to make any one do anything they can
imagine. (51498, Artlsan).




