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tDeath of a Salesman"

“This TV adaptation was primarily a triumph for
Dustin Hoffman, who gave his own little-guy stamp
to schleppy Willy Loman ($24.99, lmage). Bur who
can forget the indelible inpression made by John
Malkovich as his slobhering son? This ks mosthy a ré-
cord of their :use prodaction — and such affairs are

neither fish nor fowl, They iy to make use of close-
ups and other freedoms provided by the camera, but
they don't truly re-imagine (the play as a filmed work.
In general, it would work best if they just placed the
camera in the eighth row center of a theater and let
us know what people with great seats saw on opening
aight. That rarely happens, of course, but this i still
fine record of great performances.

“Fraa Willy": 10th Anniversary
Edition

The story of 2 boy and his whale, with two sequels
(51998 each movie, Warper Hros ), this is harmless
fare for kids and the adults who have to sit (hrough it,
:Im-ujlﬂl the charm is long ﬁ:mn by the time you've
watched both sequels. Sull, they missed o great op-
portunbly to tell the full, Dickensian adventures of the
real Willy in a making-of documentary — a story
about media obsession and how people whoe don’t
focus on large environmental issues can become pas
sionately involved in the plight of sae paos creature.

“Lupin the 3rd”

Lupin — a sinash hit character in Japan —is a
glohe- trotting thiel with a busty femate rivaldove in-
terest, a bumbling cop on his tall, and a ready quip on
his wongue (524,98, Mlonecr). These six animated epi-
soches are loopy Fun, like a blast from the spy Nicks of
the “6s without the Anstin Fowers need to mock
what was pretty fun in the first place. It has cool
characters, a great theme song and just the cight wone
of adult atitude (glimpses of nudity keep this one
definitely out of reach for the liele ones), Think of it
a3 “Speed Racer” with bumor and at least the possi-
bility of sex.

uSmothered: The Censorship
of the Smothers Brothers”
“BaadAsssss Cinema"

The Smothers Brothers were once cutting-edge
comics with a radical agenda, Their anti-Vietnam at-
titude nerned a seemingly innocuous variety show
into a controversial smash with the siblings butin
heads with nerwork censors even mone than they did
with each other onstage. This fine documentary gives
thesm thede dua, bat it's no insult to say this 'JU-mfl-liutt
affaic woald have baen o smashing extea on @ compi-
Intion boxed set, but is a lintle pricey on its own,

The same is even more true of the short bur fun
“BaadAsssss Cinema,” which is less than an hour in
length and even less appropriate for peddling on lis
wwn {$24.95 each, Docuramalk

“Storles to Remember: Hoah's Ark™
iStories to Remember: My First DVD"
“SpongeBob SquarePants: Tales
From the Deep”

“Stories to Remember™ are a series of titles with
minlmal, but evocative animation that retell classic
tales with celebrity readings by the likes of Susan Sa-
randon. All are safe bets for parents of infonis (03
year ulds, but “Moah's Ark," read by James Earl Jones
(514.98, Light Year) is the keeper, 1?'@"1:5 to a propul-
sive score by Stewart Copeland,

The real gem is *My First DVEL" a colicction of
four short compilations of songs for kids sung by the
likes of Arlo Guihrie and espe Judy Colling, who
does great work on a series ol poems st to music
(51998, Light Year)

{Mler, more antic kids can dive into the lates:

SpangeBob” compilation (51939, Paramaont), You
can tell yoursell you're just trving 1o keep them com
pany. But admit it — that rerdy SpongeBob is the
runniest char acoer sinde PeeWee Herman




