Notting Hill Ultimate Edition
(526.98; MPI)

Mo, Notting Hill can't match the sheer
delight of Four Weddings and o Fumeral.
Baut on its own {not compared (o one of
the wittiest coimedies of the '00s), Notiing
Hilll {5 gpood enough — a broad, amusing
comedy with Julia Roberts playing the
rele of Julia Boberts (very convincingly)
and Hugh Grant stvmmering his way
Usrough another role. Hopetully, he pot
X |!IL_=! ‘-|i|'b"t_l'l'l ll."_‘IL'MIIL his hilarious, rep

tilian turn in Bradger Jomes' Diory. Stoificed
Julia Roberts with extras by Universal, Norring Hill is
the lead, rwo-dise set in yet another new premicre line of DV Ds.
Chher titles inchude Patch Adams and Meer Joe fack, which dar-
ingly includes Death Takes a Heliday, the original Feederic March
film it's based on. Death tells the same story in less than hald the
time (78 miinutes ) with twice the wit and emotion, Meet Joe Black
suffers by comparison, but including the original film makes it a
WD well worth owning.

Jet Li's Once Upon a Time in China Trilogy
($67.95; Columbia TriStar) and Bruce Lee:
The Master Collection ($79.98; Fox)

Okay, you've walched Crouching Tiger, Hidden Diragon five
times on DV and want to know where to tuen nexe, The 1999
classic Once Upon a Time in Chive is 2 preat place to sven, 1t
Lurned Teg Li into an Asian superstar by featuring lim s the g
endary fulk heeo Wong Fel Hung, a name that stirs thosglins of
derring-lo for Asians the way Bodvin e deses Tor as U he
character has been featured in ot least 100 dilTerent movies, in-
cluding Jackie Chan's classic Drusken Afaster, which turmed him
into a star as well.) Even more brutally exciting Are the movies off
Bruce Lee, which have just been marked dowan as a boxed set and
made available singly. Sart with The Chinese Cornection if you
want the best movie or Garte of Death il you want the best Nghis.
The boxed st also contains a full-lesgih decumentary.

The Family Man ( $26.98; Universal)

When exactly was the talented, quirky actor Nicolas Cage { Val-
‘I.'}' iird, HFrdy. Mpoonrstruck, Fuesing Arizona ) replaced by his evil,
robed twin? Most would say the switch ocourred after he deserv-
edly won the Oscar for Leaving Las Vegas. Since then, Cage has
made absurdly bad but commercially successful product like The
Rock, Con Air and Gonae in 64 Seconds while Mirtkng with the bi-
zarre idea that he should play Superman. Even when he pretends
i be the artist of old and works with good directors like Martin
Scorsese (Bringing Out the Dead ), John Madden (the overseas flop
Caprain Corelli’s Aterdolics ) or the once-goid Brian De Palma
[ Snake Eyes ), the robot Cage manages 10 bring oot the worst in
them. The Family Man — a pallid spin on It's o Wonderfil Life
that features the delightful heir 1o Myriaa Loy kivown as Tea
Lewmsi — is perhaps a well-intentioned misfire, but that docsa't
make It any more pleasant to it through, Only John Won was
able 1o free the real Cage long enough to make the fun Face/ojf
and Chopefully) the upooming Windtalkers. But mast of the time,
this talented actor is lecked away in some dungeon while the evil,
rabot Caghe continues to eash paycheck alter paycheck and teashia
once-pramising carecr. Froe Micolas Cagel

Joan Jett Live ($16.99; EMG), The Kinks
(524.98; Pioneer), Bruce Horsby

($24.98; Pioneer), Jazz on a Summer's Day
($29.95 New Yorker)

Music video never really caught on, bt DV is giviog that
genre new life, Compilations of videos are kleal (you can casily
skip over the boring ones) and just as many releases are pure
concert films, like these, Joan Jeit is a pro, sposting a buzz cut
warthy of ber turn in Rocky Hoeror on Broadway while muscling
her way through a recent greatest hits show. The Kinks are
shown at a concert in 1979, which Iup|1il:|.' means less frenetic out-
timg than Jett suffers through, And Broce Hornsby has always
been a better, jazzier artist Hve than his albums have been able to
capture. But Jazz on a Summer’s Day puts them all to shame, A re-
cent showing in Bryant Park and upeombng sereenings at Anthal-
ogy Film Archives would remind even the most tin-eared fan
abvut the joys of jazz, (It features great performances by Louis
Armstrome, Anita O'Day, Thelonius Monk and many, many oth-
ers.) But even if jazz ain't your thing, the movie — filmed a1 New-

rt during the trials of the America’s Cup — is one of the most
seautiful ever made, capluring an innoscently hep Eisenhower-cra
vibw that is priceless, These other music DVEs ape Tor fans of the

artist, Jazz on a Summer's Day is for fans of cinema Essential.
— Michael Gailrz




