“GANGS OF NEW YORK"

Director Martin Scorsese Ls an old hand at com-
mentary tracks and an infectious teacher about mov-
jes, 5o when he bullds up a head of steam on the
audio track for *Gangs of New Yark” (529.99; Mira-
maxh, it's po surprise he's so fascinating and epthusl-
astic you become eager to once agaln watch his lum-
beelng epic about the violence at the heart of early
Amercan history. Daniel Day-Lewis remains mag-
nethe and Mnm-tlsln is fine, bui this movie
plays even more poorly at home than it did on the blg
Screen. Thank goodness, Scorsese didn't win the
Oiscar for this when he's done so many movies that
deserve it more, Other extris include a History Cham-
nel dosumentary ahout “The Real Gangs af Hew
York” and a closer 1ook at the overpralsed set design.

“THE GOLD RUSH"

Charlle Chaplin was so prolific and funny, you cin
gpend hours arguing which of his top-aotch effons is
{he besy, These days, many people would lay thetr
money on the “Mumal” shorts. But when it cumes io
fearure-length films, anyone with a heart can agree
that “The Gold Rush” may be equaled (by “Ciry
Lights.” for example) but is never bettered (52995
Warner Bros.), This beautiful new print includes the
trim director’s cut from 1942 and the original silent
wersion from 1925 that's some 20 minutes Jonger,

Alsa just out is the sentimental “Limelight™ from
1652, which palred Chaplin and Buster Keaton far the
first time: the clever "Modern Times” from 1935 and
the firfully brilliant and dasing “The Grea Dictator™
from 1940, that includes an intriguing documentary
gxtra comparing the lives of Cha lin and Hitler. All
are the same price and essenthal for film buifs Mew-
comers should rush for “Gold.”

“ING OF THE HILL": SEASON ONE

Mo one expected whatever suphomoric mind was
behind Beavis and Putt-head to be heard from again
Surely, that dumber-than-dumb TV cult hit had
one-hit wonder written all over it But creator Mike
Judge has gone an to dinect the cult eomedy “Oifice
Space” (19549) and the madest hit series "Ring of the
EOiLl® ($30,58; Fox), which is easily the most realissic
animated show of all time. From the very first epi
ke — where Hank squares off with an annoying so-
il worker — this conservarive-friendly show har-
vests husnor out of the common sense frustrations of
thase Americans who live somewhere between the
two coasts, Extras inclusde amusing commentary
tracks by characters on the show, guch as Habby,
Peggy and Dale but, sadly, none from Tudge himeeil

SWINGS OF DESIRE”

Oine of the greats, Wim Wenders' “Wings af De-
sire” (524,98 MGM) is a brilliant, moving, unforgetaa-
kle tale about the angels perched among us, listening
with sympathy to our deepest desires and easxing our
paln by their mere unseen presénee, Mare specifi-
cally, it's about ane angel I:%mno- Ganz) who falls in
lave and risks his eternal existence in order to be
teuly alive, however briefly. A biftersweet classle, it
includes a making-of documentary, more than k]
minutes of deleted scenss, an interactive map of Ber-
lin where the movie is sei and a comimentary track by
Wenders and the shambling Peter Falk, who has 2
srnall role as himself.

Also out:

More °T Love Lucy” (514,99 gach; Paramount), Lo
cluding Volume 8 and the classic Vitomeatavegamin
episode; the predictably bland “How to Lose a Guy in
10 Days® ($13.95; Paramount); 1976's “The Tenant”
($19,99; Paramoust}, Roman Polanskd's aitempt at
recapturing the horror of “Rogemary’s Baby™; a col-
lector's edition af 1998 gross-out comedy *There's
Something About Mary™ (326.%6; Foxk “The Real
Cancun® (526.97: Hew Line), a thankiully falled at-
tempt at bringing cheapo reality programming to the
big screen; and 1956°s “anastasia” ($19.98; Fox), a
_walf but beawtifully mowsted melodrama veith Ine
gri rgman 45 incandescent as ever.

Coming next Tuesday:

Colin Farrell's sniper-with-a-grudge mavie "Phone
Booeh™: Poter Sellers playing multiple roles in the
goofy comedy "The Mouse That Roared™; and sea-
sons one and two of that wholesome drama "Litile
Howse on the Praicie”




