“THE CORNER"

«KINGPIN"

*The Corner” is 2 triumph for writer David Simon
{"Homicide,” “The Wire") and director Charles 5.
Dutton, who manage to tell the familiar story abewt
the ravages of dregs and make it seem entively fresh
and devastating. They're blessed with a marvelous
cast, including the great Khandi Alexander. One
typical uenﬁmm this Emmy-winner for Best Mini-
series ($39.08, HBO): a little 1)' is qu:l“ with a
bicyele and says plaintively to his mom that the tire is
flat. She responds Nadly and with complete indiifer-
ence, “What do you want me to do about je2™ Il
break your heart, Peek at the other end of the drug
trade with “Elngpin® ($20.99, NBC), the limited-run
WBC series about a Mexican erime family, seen here
ina “producer's cut” that's slightly more explicit than
the broadeast version.

“NICHOLAS NICKLEBY"
“THE LIFE OF DAVID GALE"

Two clunkers here. Charlic Hunoam (good in the
UK. version of “Cueer as Folk™) blands out in the
title role of “Michalas Mickleby™ (32508, MGM ). But
the real blame lies with writer-direcior Douglas
MoGrath, who manages 1o make each scene feel as If
It's from an entirely different movie, all of them bad.
‘The creators behind “The Life of David Gale™ (526,98,
Universal) were stunned by the ferociouwsly negative
reviews for this anti-death penalty story starring
Kevin Spacey and came up with lots of explanations
{Americans dan’t like to be lectured by foreigners;
9711 has viewers feeling tough on crime, etc. ). But
they left out the obvious ane: Thelr movle simply
lan’t very good. Both films featuce andio commentary
by their directors and shor making-of features.

“UMBERTO D"
“THE HONEYMOON KILLERS"

An old man tries 1o scrape together an existence in
post-war [taly in Vittorio De Sica's painfully sad
“Umberto D" ($29.95, Criterion), The extras include a
solid one-hour documentary about the director. The
cynical, amoral killing-spree drama “The Honeymoon
Hillers” ($29.05, Criterion) shows overweight Martha
thrilled 1o be gettlng anention from smooth-talker
Ray — even it his attentions Involve using Martha o
comumit a string of heartiess murders, The extras in-
clude a new interview with writer-director Leonard
HKastle and an essay about the true-crime caper that
inspired the film.

“FIDEL: THE UNTOLD STORY"

Estela Bravo's documentary is a loving, albeit in-
formative look at Castro ($29.95, First Bun Features).
It tells his story via intriguing historical footage and
rosy comments from the likes of Allce Walker,
Harry Belafonte and writer Gabriel Garela
Marguez, whao says he sends all his books in galley
form to Castro, who edits them berter than most pro-
fessionals. Bravo, who reportedly lives a privileged
life in Cubes, can barely master wp the slightest crit-
icigm of the dictator. Best ironic moment: an early in-
terview with Edward B. Murrow has Castro saying,
“When we have fulfilled our promise of good govern-
ment, I will cut [off] myy beard.” The beard is still
there,

Also out:

The sophomore year of “Felcity” finds the show
reaching its peak of enjovable soapy plotlines (359.99,
Buena 'l-'i!uﬁhul the best bits are the extras, includ-
ing the original unaired pllos, Kerl Russell’s andition
and an amusing Emmy parody; doo't forget abous
“Alison Krauss + Unbon Station Live,” which finds
blucgrass' most successful group in fine form ($24.98,
Rounder): Steinbeck’s “The Red Pony™ (1949) has onc
of the great Glms scores, courlesy of Aaron Copeland
{ 814,98, Artisan); and the Cartwrights ride The Pon-
derosa in eight episodes from the long-running oater
((§24.98, Artisan},

Hext Tuesday:

The film sdapiation of comic hera “Daredevil”
ring ].Lo honey Ben Affleck; Micheel Crine in
Juiet Amerlcan™ and George Clooney tackling a
somiber Soviet scifi classic with “Salans.”




