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Dinotopia ($19.98; Artisan)

serirs = widch als seeved an the et expemive

histary — i coming ek 3l 3 commendably low prige
past im e £ promcte the series lauoch Thursdays at & on ADC
i the L 1Opposite “Friends™ and “Swrvivor™? Dinosaurs will
probably be extinet agaan sooner than they wish) The setug s
the same — young men whe ok like sosdels are stranded vm an
sland where dinotaurs and humans live in harmony. B don’t
gt tone antached 1o any of the actors, While 1 found Wentwornb
Miller perfoctly walch a supare-faw e, soapoogera sor of
sy, e amd abmost everyone else have been replsoed for the
s, That's o big deal, since the real stars are the dinosaurs;
thes may be lacking im the drama deparcment, but the effects here
ate tp-potch

M*A*5*H Season Two ($38.98; Fox)

B s witcom

sorabs” ls in exactly the
B ATSYH™ was s 973,
Bkl are ceitically aeclibmed shaws nith
how ratingss, an umisual mix of consedy
and pathes th -h—[‘ wiewers off balance
and have unic fimiares, i iis secisnd
seasan, “hl" H ring Alam Alda,
woas mowed o Saturday righds righa H
higad ke smaash bie = AL A tbee Fansily,”
huamaor me longer shocks the way thar
classic still can, bt they cortainly Jidn't
pull any panches. The accidental shelling
of a vitlagr followed by

rasiam babses: a seldier b
by his buddies because ihey think be's gay — "M A5 "H" cex-
tainly wore its (bleeding ) hean o its sleeve, They wisely crafied
1l [arse epasode of the Seasom 10 serve 25 & soonnd palod that renes
Iniwboerd the clhasacters 1o 4] the g viewers that womnld be hin-
imgz i oy thee S0T71h Tor the (st 15me, Undoubdedly, “Sorubs™ adill
o b gamee now ihat it being moved (o Thursdays an K80 paght
behand “Friends”

Tokyo Olympiad/Hearts & Minds/General di
Amin Dada (both $38.95/Dada $29.95;
Criterion)

The L2lympecs are such a matural source for spectacle and
draifs, '8 Suspeksizg thal Bere afe jus 1wio ¢lastic dotumentary
Tiimes arisime from the Games, There's Lend Riefemsishl's abterly
tarikliang E¥ympia from PO and Tolyo Ofympied from the ‘i)
Games, Ricleosiah|’ natien evoking myilhs
Ereatness i proparation for year, ahibe Kon lchikaws®™s movie
showed a post-war [xpan ready to take its place on the workd

Liyed. Theie's & hanal VLS, versdom of this gavie
Iaaldl ard rven all pew, disassoysly awkwand] nar
te= original ibres-hour epic inoall its glory. 10s the
Larest documentary from the VD siandard bearer Criterian,
shicli dlias Bad puat ol The devarating kok af Vietpam [learis &
Ainds apd the brudally elfective Idi Amin profibe by Barbei
Schrpeder

UFO (579.85; A&E)/Complete Thunderbirds
Megaset (5179.95; ARE)

Fams wl the addictive Supermsanivnation series = Thund=tbinds”
wrill ke delighted to bear a feature film b= the works {Jonathan
Frakes of *star Trek: The Mex Gemeratbon™ will direc: . thar
repleeed by live ace
¢ when fou watch

i wingid ey igar thee clovsas puppets will b
twire. Thet sevms 3 dreadiul decision, expe
series ke ~Spaces | PFEF “LIFO." ihe lve-action shows created
) wake of “Thupderbnds' " sseess, The
Frppets invariabl i mare lively thas the hansins and 1he
hand-maike special effects make more sense. Al well at least it
wom'l by animated. That would be the fimal insalt

Made & Swingers Double Feature ($26.98;
Artisan)

| wasn't a higge fam of Swingers 1after the fifth or soob reference
10 wpEmecar be money” 1 felr [ was crapped in o Rag Pack res
siake 1, Fug 2 Lanelsed the career of raooe actor and disecing Dhemigg,
Limman, whir wenl on o helm the underrated Go and tbe precty
goisd Bourne [dentity. fon Favrean (ihe wriierd and ¥Vince Vaughn
reteamed on AMade. which teok me completely by surprise amd
made my kst of the best flms of lag year. They e lowlevel
Insls, given the chusgice 10 iove i i e o ganlzarion b
ihwartesd By Vaughss complcte mabdiry to do anyihing but an-
fagonize and anmoy every person they come in confact with.
Vaughs plays self-impartamt jerks very well and the escalating
sense of danger perfecily complemenis his incressingly our-of-
contrl reriermanee.




