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The Manhattan Project ($14.85; MGM)

Tonlght, [ohm Lighgewr skaubd win the =
Toay Award far his turm as 4 cyaical gos-
sip columnist (is that redundane?) iaihe
musical *Sweet Smel] of Suecesa”™ | yon
haven't seen the original drams with
Tany Curtls and Bart Lancaster, by all
means rend it I you bave, celebrace itk
pus win by seeking out this clever listle
dirazna he atarred in. 1 about @ high
school stedent who builds a nuclear
weapos lor his science fair project and
creates bysterls smong governent agonts.
The film was directed by losg-time
Wirtdy Allen collaborstor Marshall
Aricknuan

The Mothman Prophecies
(527.98; Columbla TriStar)

Tl spocky drama about 3 Washingron Most reporter who
stumbiles wpos all pand of woird ocourences in a small town ls
bunch GFDMI- Hut sars Richard Gere and Lawra Linney make it
carmest fun and direceor Mack Pellington recavers bere {rom the
silliness of Arlington Rowed o creste a palabde sense af anease. A
terrific score by dandy helps tr douily.

VictorVictoria {518.98; Warner Bros.)

A imashing masical comedy from the brillant direcior Hlake
Edwandi and hig wife, the peeriess Julie Andrews The s of 5
wiadah pieléading ta bo a man preiending io be 8 woman
(weryh gay Paree 18 tremendos s s rifes several questions
Why doa’t they make moee musdeali? Why didn't the winming
James Garner & better movie caresr? Why wisuld asyose
et this movie when they know they're galng 1o wast ¢ wateh it

in aned againt Andrews tried ta distance hersall from ibe good
eer of her bmage with the castic, breast-beating and breast.
haring of 08 Happily, ker turn in the recent The Primeess D
aries showed Andsews secepting ber place in cinems with grace.

L.LE. (529.95; New Yorker)

The pory of & child molester winning the confidence of & vul-
nerghle boy is plenty of plol for one movie. This well-soted
drama makes ihse mistake of also throwing in male prostitution,
sulcide, and sn FBI ming operation. Brian Cox s memorable as
the malester Hig Jokn, but anyane describing bis relationshy
with the bay as unezpected or daringly complex is very confused
Hig John Is a classic predmos: complisnenting the boy, sharing bis
Enterests. and plying the kid wish kindness umi he gets his hooks
in. Creepy.

Blue Velvet Special Edition {$24.98; MGM)

At the just-conchuded Carnes Film Festival, jary head David
Lynch presided over a bland, middie-ofhe-rosd swards cere-
meny; giving the top prize 1o Komsn Polanakis dull Warld War T
dramia The Fanist and dutifally spresding the other goodies
arnnig ther beast objectionabie ilms. (He gave sothisg 1o 1ke
shockEngly bald Irreversible, which has momenis so nplesiant it
rxiscs the question of what a =) = mowle man secoenplishl) Lym
chi's clark heart is better so by going back to his timeleis clas-
sz Blue Velwit in this brand new special edition. Here, a2 leas,
Lynch showed no fear,

The Hustier/The Verdict ($19.98 each; Fox)

Maybe Paul Newman baved playing los-
efi b much because be was {and is) so
darnd goud locking. In The Nusiler he

i & armall-tbme poal challeng-
rg Minmesoes Fats, In Vierdict, he
rlays s washed-up, aleoholic Lrever with
ane more charce al redemption. But do
mhu_l:hmt loiers hecause they're
played by semeose with a twinkle in his
eye, however dimemed? Clisales bath,
8 McCabe & Mrs. Miller

i

UEWMAN ($10.98; Wamer Bros.)

A bleak, moddled, comic Western showi & sew butinessman in
town and a hoaker with a heart of gold. fterely has somseahing so
pedesrrlan wainding been sa fresh, so bold and =a hard 10 hess.
Rtobart AMman's greatest fikm, 0 whal more do you need to
imow? Festared sangi by Leanard Cohen which are coampletely
?urlinl'pl.ur. enenfledoly knappropriate snd which work beausi-

ufly.




