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UWHITE OLEANDER"
“NIOONLIGHT MILE”

Yo can tell a lot about & good actor by how they
fure i bad movies, Michelle Pleiffer wctually had
people talking Oscar at one poing aboart her perform-
ance in the domestic drama “White Oleander”
152705, Warner Bros.), despite the universal bad re-
views, And the imrufuing Jake Gyllenhpal continues
10 bulld up good will even if his movies sinze "Dan-
nie Drarko” and “0¢tober Sky™ have been unworthy,
Presumably be took on the maediin “Maonkight Mile™
15299, Touchstone) sa he could work Eitin
Hoffman and Susan Sarandon. And who could
Blame him?

““NIY LIFE AS A DOG”

Lasse, go home! Before coming to Hallywood,
Lasse Hallstrom delivered one of the warmest, most
perceptive Films abour children. “My Life as a Dog”
1230 64 Criferion) scored on every fevel Mavbe we
should have seen the stirmings of shameless hiearnt-tug-
ging that would Aourish with big budget horrors like
“Once Around,” “Chocolar™ and “The Cider House
Rules,” but here his weak- kneed sappiness seemed in

{ check.

“ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13"
“BELOW"

Maybe John Carpenter should go home oo —
home 1o low budget flicks Wke the clever spin on “Rio
Bravo™ that ks his exciting second Mick “Assauit on
Precinet 137 ($10.00, Imaged, For some reason, it actu-
ally fsn'l Precinct 13 being attacked, but nothing
needs to make sense when a bloodthirsty gang s ter-
rorizing a lone police station in a stand-off this thrill-
ing. Hungry for other solid B-moviest Look no further
than the great fun of "Below™ (329,99, Dimension), a
Warld War [l movie about 2 submarine that may be
haunted. Taut, trlm and ne nonsense, it's further
proof that director David Twoby (“The Arrival”
“Pitch Black™) can deliver the goods.

ug WOMEN"
BOXED SET: “GIGI,” “MY FAIR LADY,”
“AMERICAN IN PARIS”

Yes, the musical is back. But the best proof of that
isn't “Chieago,” it's the goofy fun of “§ Women™
520,08, Universal), a gilly baubie of a film that gath-
ers top French actresses { Catherlne Denueve, Fom-
manulle Beart, Tsabelle Huppert and others) in a
marder mystery that breaks into song every once in a
while. If it"s classic musicals you wani, an Oscar- win-
nimg collection with “Gigh” “An American in Paris™
and My Fair Lady™ is a bargaln (54008, Warner
Hros. ).

“FOYLE'S WAR": BOXED SET

This four-part PBS “Masterplece Theater” serics
came and went without gamering much attention.
But It's a strong new addithon to the endless Brit de-
tectives featured there and stars journeyman actor
Michael Kitchen (“Enchanted April,” “Out of Af-
rica” and about a million other movies and shows) in
the best role he'll ever ger ($59.95, Acorn Media),
Kirchen plays a middle-aged detective stuck in the
countryskde in 1940, He'd rather be fighting the Nazis,
but he's stuck at home solving murders tn whar Is for
w4 the fascinating milien of the early days of the war.
Written and created by Anthony Harowitz (who
worked on “Toiror™) it's unususl in that it's a made-
for- televislon series rather than being based on a
book and umusually intelligent.

“THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL”

Robert Wise's sci-fi classic about aliens coming to
Earth and telling us to bebave ourselves (319,98, Fox)
may not have been intended as a Christ-like allegory,
but it certainly works that well. When things seem
tense and out of contrel, the dews ex macking of
Klaatu s1ill seems awiully appealing. Also just out is
Jean-Jncques Annaud's “Cuest for Fire,” a story of
ptimitives searching for 2 new fire 1o save their tribe.
Wordless and fun, it should be laughable, but like
merst of his bold movies (=The Bear®) it's unbque and
rremorable (F14.98, Fox b




