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“WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT”

Il cutting-edge special effects were all that mat-
‘vered, “Star Wars IL Antack of the Clones™ would be a
masterpiece, Sn "Who Framed Roger Babbic™ (820940,
Touchstone) isn’ a classic because of its revolution-
ary Hr:.l'l.n!mg of a live actor and animation 8% a clas-
sic because of a very clever script (positing a wosrld
where cartoon characters are real and interact with
humans) and brilliant vocal performances by the likes
of Kathleen Turner and 5 remarkable turn by Bob
Hoaklna. (One iof the best extras shows him performe:
ing before all the effeces are added.) Jusi as much fun
tadlay as when it first came cut,

“(SI": COMPLETE FIRST SEASON |
“FUTURAMA": VOLUME ONE

Like “Law & Order,” “C5[" (589,99, Paramount) is 3
show that's endlessly walchable but doesn’t seem
necessary to own Since most eplsodes are seli-con-
tained, it's not really important to watch them in

order or even season-by-season. That sald, “Un-
frlendly Skies™ and “Blood Drops™ are indeed stand-
outs, “Futurama®” ($39.98, Fox) has always stood in
the shadow of “The Simpsons,” and rightly so_ At the
heart af =*The SJl.r'lrlﬂl:lll.l." % 3 warm, genuine casi af
characters. At the heart of “Futurama® is merely an
excuse for endless pags.

Shaet films have always been the red-headed step-
child of cinema = lhti,’n: periect for certuin stories
but virtually impossible to find on TV or video. Hap-
pily, ike explosion of DV may change that, The for-
mat is so popular there's an endless hunger for new
prosduct. And DV — which can jump from track 1o
track = is idesl for compilations of short films.
“Dance for Camera™ ($29.95, First Run) is kopefully a
taste of what's ta come. Tt focuses on six award-win-
ning shorts centered around dance, providing films
from Switrerland, Canada, (ke United S1ates and the
Metherlands (which offers the witty "Rest In Peace” )L
A treat.

“MAID IN MANHATTAN"

This romagntie L'\l'll"l'll.'l:l}' aboait 4 hotel maid i Jennifer
Lopez) who falls in love with a rising politiclan ta
bland as catmeal Ral Flemnes) is certabnly dull
(82794, Columbla TriStarh. But it lets J.Lo relax into
an affable star.

SHERLOCK HOLMES COLLECTION

This collection of Jeremy Brett movies leatures
the peerless “Hound of the Baskervilles” and four late
entries in his Sherlock Holmes mim (55298, ML
Fans should definitely start with the orlginal ope-
hour episodes of the series. One major complaine:
they just released these movies as single titbes a few
weeks ago. IT they're golng to put them all aut ina
baxed set, it's a foolish betraval of hard-core fans to
release the titles singly and then the boxed collection.

“WAR AND REMEMBRANGE"

Well. it is bong ($129.98, MP1). This lumbering min- |
iseries — a sequel to the relatively spelghily “Winds
of War® — 14 inferior i every respect, with Robers
Mitchum looking especially long in the tooth as Her-
man Wouk's Gump-Hke here (not becayse he's slow
but because he bumps into every major historical fig-
ure you can namel. Dutifully fithiul to the book and
well-packaged by MPI standards.

Hl_mlsl!

This dellghtful story of a class misfit who falls for a
cheesleader fratures Corey Halm — pre-melidown
= a5 2 lirtle geek and Charlle Sheen io a nice per-
| formamnce az the school's athletic soud (51498, Fox)
| Toa bad the entire poing of the movie — that an odd-
ball like Lucas can find Hends and prove ks weorth
by rernaining trwe to himself = is undercut by the ab-
surd finale where he plavs a kev role in the big foor-
ball garme. D, soovo actimlly do have o be a star
athlete 1o gain acceptance! Sorry, merds.
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