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The X-Files: The Complete Fifth Season
($149.98; Fox) "

This beautifully packaged fifth season v
of “The X-Files” is where fans that don't
want their hearts broken should stop, The
show, starring David Duchowmy and |
Gillian Anderson, would decline soon
afterwards, with even creator Chris
Carter unable to find any convineing new
wrinkles in the wildly paranoid, wildly
complicated conspiracy at the heart of
the series, The truth may be out there,
but [ can't be bathered,

The Others ($29.99;
Dimension)

A horror story about a mother and her
two children that's rather tame for amy-
one who's ever watched “The Twilight
ZLone.” But it's a beaurifully made film on
every level, with Nicole Kidman deliver-
ing a terrifically focused performance
and looking every inch the proper heir to
Grace Kelly.

The Original
($59.95; Rhino)

Out of nowhere, *Transformers™ has be-
come the hot revival of the year, The "80s
serics about a battle for eniversal domination has spawned a new
comic book series that sald out immediately sll over the Country.,
(I the old days, that would mean the publishers would print a
bunch more. Today it means frustrated fans, with greedy collec-
tors who sit on their mint coples and dream of more money via E-
Day in a few years.) Adding to the nostalgia ks this terrific compi-
Lation from the first season. Rhino gives this ance dorky show its
typical temder loving care via lots of extras.

Marilyn Monroe: The Diamond Collection Il
(§79.98; Fox)

Yep, Marilyn Monaree could act. She ap-
peared in more decent films than you re-
member, though ironically i's the avwful
Seven Year Itch (featured in Diamand
Collection I) that produced her most
iconic moment, Here you have mostly
smaller roles, but you can't go wrong
with Joseph Cotton (in Nisgara) or the
Marx Brothers (indulging in a ligle Mon-
key Business). Mothing revelatory, but
fans will appreciate the velvet glove
treatment: Monroe always needed i,

Old Yeller ($29.99; Disney)

Like the best hlmng mavies, this Is tougher than you remems
ber. Our young hero has quite a ligle temper on him (and it isn't
noticeably tamed by the end) while life on the frontier is aAppro-
priately krutal, It's soill shocking vo see Old Yeller turn vicious
after getting rabies and still sad 1o hear that final gun blast. The
film's given deluxe treatment (complete with a second DV
loaded with extras), and there are similar sets for the silly fun of
Swiss Family Robinson (featuring many of the same actors)

The Blue Planet Sets 3 and 4 ($39.92; BBC
Video)

Finally, fans of one of the most eritically scclaimed documen-
tary films in years get to see the final fimer parts of the BBC series
abourt our oeeans. The images are seill breathiakingly beautifil,
the moments captired onaﬁlm stil] remarkable, and the sense of
discovery still strong indeed. Tt shows up the Crocodile Hunter
and most other nature shows for the empty bit of flash they are.

From Hell ($29.98; Fox)

This retelling of the Jack the Ripper crime spree never comes to
life and certainly never caprures the quirky grandeur of the
groundbreaking graphle novel its based an. But Johnny Depp
pives his usual, eccentric and exclting performance and he's
matched scene for scene by Robbie CL'SII':M. Since the directors
(the Brothers Hughes) practically went to film schoel by listening
0 commentary tracks on laser disc, you can depend on them for

wood Ensight.




