The X-Files: The Complete
Third Season

(Fox; $149.98)

This i the season when “The X-Files”
grew into a troly great series. I8 woold
continue ai this high level of quality for
two maore years before the show ran out
of steam fyou can only ratchet up the
paranaia for so long). David Duchovny
and Gillian Anderson are brilliant here,
switching from droll to deadly serious
with aplomb and the episodes range from
hilarious stand-alone entries to compel-
lings additions to the central conspiracy
tale, This is a beautifully packaged collection of all 24 shows,
with numerous extras. Sull, ive a bit expensive - even for a show
that easily matches the level of a feature film in production val
ues. Why net fit it onto five discs instead of seven and keep Ehar
price below S1007 So buy it while it's on sale,

Yi-Yi (Fox Lorber; $24.98)

A penerous spirit pervades Edward Yang's latest brilliant =lice
of life, It's the engrossing story of a middle class Taiwanese fam
ily: thee Tatlver bumps into an old Dame, the mother joins a reli-
gitnas cult, the daughter falls for the obsessive boylriend of her
clasemate, and grandmother is in a coma. I this sounds like a
soap, it's handled so beautifully you'll never question even the
dramatic plot twist at the end. Above all, there's the remarkable
little by at the center of e Qlm: ik claracter is o convicing
croms between Beaver Cleaver and the Baddha, wise llr].'llrl-.l his
years amd utterly delighiful, Don't miss it.

The Magnificent
Seven (MGM;
$19.98)

Haollywood often re-
makes foreign classics. but
rarely dothey do it s
wiinningly as directaor Jodm

Sturges did with this
Western £pin omn Risroa-
wa's epic The Soven Samu-
rad. Seven gunslingers are hired to defend a tiny village from ban-
elitos ang that it becomes much more than another job. The
original is a humorous, thrilling classic, where this is more of an
entertaining, sentimental romp. But what a cast: Yul Brynnoer,
Charles Bronson, James Coburn, Bobert Vaughn, and Steve
MoeCueen, who apparently had only seven lines of dialogue thow
appropriate) but dominates his scenes. A gem. glven the deluse
treatment.

Louis Prima: The Wildest (Image; $24.93)

A romp through the life of musician Loais Prima, who scored
with swinging numbers like “Jump, Jive an” Wail™ ail &g i virice
ol King Loule in DHsney's The fungle Book, Wiscly, this entertain
ing documentary gets out of the way and includes Primas manic
performances whenever possible, Image cven throws in soane
LMk S auhioy exiras like =Hobin Flood™ gmd thes typically silly
“Pleame Mo Squeeze Da Banana™ s equally ep wile Keely
Smith is still swingin®; she jusi released a CH tnbute to Sinatea.

Queer as Folk: Series 1 and 2
(G1TV; $69.95 and $29.95)

This is the very fun British series that Showtime las put an
Amerbean spin on. The dilferences are interesling: Showtime's se-
rles 5 moch more sexually explicit (the Brits usually settle for
one bit of navghtiness an episoded. And the cynical characters are
niever seftened = here Stuart CAidan Gillen) remeins magnetically
celf-centered, while the American Stuart has already reanited the
estranped leshian couple and seems ready 1o settle down whil his
\underage toy Mathan. At len hours total leompared 1o Showtimes
22, with plans for mdore seasonsk, this QAF obviously |
efit of a clear finish line. But the casting is far saperior arn
wriling spot-om, It's the difference between a drama and a soap.

Also out:

The Gene Autry Show (Image; S14L.99), pristine prints of the
sjmging cowboy's TV show with clever extras; What Women
Want (Paramount; $29.99), Mel Gibson and Helen Hunt's co-
medic bit of lull about mind games; The Dominiel Affalr
(Image; 517.99), one of Orson Welles' more compelling scrap of

& project, — Hy Michael taliz




