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Close Encounters of the Third Kind (Golumb

TriStar; $27.95) ' " [ . | s

| For some reason, Steven Spiclberg never embraced laser disc
and is going slow with DVD (this title was delayed fog a long time
a1 his request), Even now, this DVD doesn’l include a director’s
commentary {practically a given for even minor hacks). Dut ev-
erything else about this title is top-notch. One of Spiclberg’s most
personal flms (he wrse the screenplay), it features aterrific

int of the film, a substantial 100 minute documentary and 1L de-

#ted scenes, This editbon Is about his fourth or (fth crack at a de-
finitive cut of the captivating drama about vrdinary people swept
up in an encounter with aliens. [t's as powerful as éver and cer= T
|;::n|.:|r better than the misjudged “special edition™ that came put in
theaters. i ; =5 ]

Diamond Collection
(Fox; $99.98)

Last week brought Some Like
It Hot and now eomes this =~
bozed set with mast of the other
important Marilyn Monroe films
any fan could want. Nicely pack- .
aged, it includes the iconic but -
woefully dated Seven Year lich
and the so-20 There's No Busi-
ness Like Show Business. Every-
thing else ks good to great: Gen-
tlemen Prefer Blondes via - 7
Howard Haw ks, How 1o M. a
Milllonaire with Lauren Bacal
typically no nonsense and hilari=
ously droll, and Monroe's tri-
umph in Bus Stop. Finally,
there's a solid AMC documen-
tary that includes about 40 min-
utes from her lase, aborted flm

. Something's Got Ta Give.

Marlym: Nicely packaged o grie (USA Films;
$26.98) | . .= 6

+ Erin Brockovich was better and this can’t bold a candle to the
British miniserics that inspired it That said, 1his Is an excitingly
directed loak at the trade, with all the fun coming in the
minor roles, especially To Grace of "That *70s Show™ snar=.
kily going ope-on-one with Michael after getting his
daughter to do ¢rack so he can get her in bed. And if it makes Be-
nicio Del Toro a bankable ﬂm?nfﬁ-: will be worth every sell=
Lr:gprlm news-story it inspired and that unearned optimistic
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It grossed $177 million at the box office and earned nine Acad-
emy Award nomihations, but we still think this cross-dressing
comedy about an out-of-work actor is underrated 1ts quite sim-
ply ene of the two Br three best comedies of all time. [t's certainly
the wisest, A career peak for everyone involved - from Teri Garr
and Hill Murray in supporting roles to Sydney Pellack and of
course Dustin Hoffman, who will never be better because how
can you top perfection? Brilliantly struetured. it both pently
mocks sdores strupgling actors, soap operas, and the eternal
battle of the sexes. And what a wrap-up — perhaps the funniest
finale in film history. Next yearis its 20th anniversary and they'd
be smart to rerelease this in theaters = it would gross another
smillion or so and put every other comedy 1o shame. The DVD has
10 extras to speak of, but who needs "em when a movie is this
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The Celluloid Closet (Columbia TriStar;
Documentarics ean be instructive, engroasing, shamering and ™
even moving. But rarely are they fun. Happily, this clip-fest about
the depiction of gays and leshians in the movies i a rare eXoep-
tion. Scenes from classics like Wings, Rebel Without a Cause,
“The Maltese Faleon and Queen Christina abound, along with nar-
ration from Lily Tomlin (who was key in petting the project made
and finally came out hersell recentlyl. This special edition in-
cludes almost an hour of outtakes and audlo commentary from

the flmmsakers and the Late Vito Russo, — by Michael Giltr




