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UEATCH ME IF YOU CAN"

I this witty filmabout oo -man Frank Abagngl(ill;r

(529,040, DreamWorks), Leonardo DiCaprio delivers
the polished, seemingly effortless perfgrmancel
movie star that is key to the success of countless Hol-
lt'wum! projects but rarely recognized by critics or
the Oscars. Thoroughly prodessional (in the best
sense of the word with o buosyane scare by Johp Wil-
liams, a clever title sequence that immesdiately sers
the right tonc and fine supporting work by Tom =
Hanks and Christopher Walken. Sadly, direcior
Steven Epl_llberEwnrinuci to avoid doing an audlo
commentary trac :

THE JACK RYAN COLLECTION

Four mrovics featuring Tom Clancy's durable hero
at a solid price ($69.99, Maramount ). Solid, that s,
until you actually watch “Fatrios Games” (19925,
“Clear and Present Danger” (1994 and *Tle-Sum of
All Fears™ (2002) sgrain and remembaer that the only
lack Ryan movie worth walc at all was the enjoy-
able submarine flick “The Hunt for Red October”

(10900}, with Alec Baldwin and Sean Connery. Hag- -

pily, it*s available separarely ar §19.09,

“THE EMPEROR’S CLUB”

“THE WAY HOME" _
Here's a litile secrer: Crithics h:iz':e_ulim.:ut;.dit}-'lnr
less it comees with subtitles, “The Fmpcror's Club®
(526,98, Universal) is Kevin Kline's rather hither-
swieel spin on "Goodbye, Mr, Chips,” wath the tadisi
that the teacher docsn't always sucoeed in shaping
the lives of his students for the better and they may
not even care that he teled: Thoroughly conventional
in'its approach, the movic was seen as sentmental
and generplly dismissed, But “The Way Home™
($20.99, Paramount) s a (ar more shumelessiy heare-
tuging movie about a little boy from the city who
learns to love his deaf-mute () grandmathier. 1f this
were in English instead of Korean, it would have been
pilloried. - A

Aroundup of seven Jimmy Stewart westerns at bar-
gain prices (314.95 each, Universal). Geserally, you
ANt o wrodkE with Stewart in an aater, Buf the best
of the bunch include 193¥s “Destry Rides A%aln,"_
which paired him oddly bur successfully with Mag,
lene Pietrlch-(you'll enjoy *Blazing Siddles” moze if
you watth this one first) and three collaborations. be-

tween Stewart and director Anthoay Mann, including

“Bend of the River™ (1952), “The Far Country® (1254}
and my favorite, 1950's “Winchester 737 Their five
filins have deservedly grown In stature over the years
and “Winchester™ (with Shelley Winters and Dan
Daryea) will show you why.

“ZATOICHI” Nos. 6,7 &8

If Clint Eastwood had decided those spagherti
westerns starring the Man With No Name were all he
aver wanted to do, the result might lave been o
dozen or so snovies akin to Zatoichi, the fun, long-
running Japanese film series about 3 blind samurad
(51995 cach, HYER The latest releases — =Fatoichi
and the Chest of Gold,” “Zatoichi's Flashing Sword™
and “Fight, Latoichi, Fight," are all from 1964, all in
color and all dependable. Check out the Independent
Film Channel every Saturday morning at 8 and it 2
pom. if you want (o sample Zatoichi-before buying,

ALSO DUT:

Sisyy Spacek's Oscar-winning performance as
COURIFY SInger Loretta Lynmn in '_{‘.ml. Miner's

Daughter” (£14.98, Universal); “Babylon 5 The Com-

plete Second Seazon (S0, Warner Bros.), with.
Bruce Boxleltner joining a= the commander and the
serics kicking into high gear; and a handiul of migor
Bing Crosby double features (514948, Universal) with
the best pairing Billy Wilder's *The Emperor Walte,”
from 194K, il A Copnecticut Yankee 1o King Ar-
thur's Coort,™ from 1940,

DUT HEXT TUESDAY

The seventh-scazon boxed-set of “The X-Files,”
Jerry Seinfeld’s documentary “Comedian,” David
Attenborough's fascinating wildlife series = The Life
of Mammals,” and rera very different movies starring
Haobert De Nire — “Analyze That™ and a dehue edi-
tion of “The Mission."” T
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