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“Tha Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship
of the Rings" Special extended adition

This extended editlon (539991 — with 30 minutes
of extra footage — fs in every respect subtler, fumi-
icr, more moving and more successful. From sub-
stantial scencs — like the uil’:-g:l\-'ng ceremony of
Caladriel and o formal goodbye at Rivendell with a
gweet coda — to tiny beats added into pre-cxisting
maments, directar Peter Jackson has made the most
aof the extra time. Here's hoping Mew Line realizes
thitt sometimes more is more and Lers him give us the
lengthiest cut he wants for December's Installment,
In all, = elassie just got better.

“The Complete Monterey Pop Festival”
Efton John Live in Barcelona”
ugimply Red Live in London"

Documentary filmmaker DA Pennchaker was riock
and roll’s best friend when he followed up the bril-
liant Drylan mavie “Don't Look Back™ with the firse
great concert movie, “Monterey Pop Festival®
1879.05). Blazing performances from Janis Joplin, The
Who, Otis Redding and, of course, Jimi Hendrix, with
tons of insightful extras from Criterion.

Eltan John is enjoying 3 new creative resurgence,
and this concert from 92 (524.99) caprures his last
peak, vin “The One,” and all the usua standards.

Sienply Red was 3 one-hit wonder here {the plain-
tive *Holdin' Back the Years™), but the band is sill
huge in Europe. They're a bit middl=-of-the-road, but
this show (510,003 demonstrates why singer Mick
Hucknall's blue-eyed soul can stie such excitement.

ugtar Wars Episode Il: The Attack of the
Clonas”

17 only T could report this dreadful film (SI2.98) was
alse deamatically improved on DVD, a la “The Lord
of the Rings.”* Of course, thaz film started off well,
while the best that can be said for this ane is that its
slightly better than the even moze miserable “Ihan-
tom Menace.” When George Lucas imitates awful
flicks like "The Eifth Element*” {as in the look of the
ity an the beginning when young Skywalker leaps
from fying car b car), you kaow you're in trouble,
Lots of solld extras for people who want 1o aveid
watching the whole thing again.

“Mapp & Lucla”

Havimg just read the classic EF, Benson novel it's
based o, [ can assure you this TV series (549.05) ix
the funniest look at small-town in-ﬁ%htinu and gossip
15 3 contget sport since Clifton Webb starred in “&lt-
e Pretty,” Tilling-on-the-Sea in the 1920 s nota
place you'd want to live, but Miss Mapp (the frightens
ing Pruncita Scales, wheo played Sybil on “Fawlty
Towers™) and Lucta (Geraldine MeEwan) make it aw-
filly empting = albeit dangerons — 10 visit.

“The Mystery Science Theater 3000
Collection Volume 1"

Far the casual Tan, this DVD (552953 is all you'l]
need 1o celebrate the funniest idea for a veries {play
old mevies and make goofy jokes about them. just ike
people at home dod in a long tme, ¥ ou get classic ep-
isodes featuring n:u:::{g,h groaners 1o keep even the
lamest of combes ready for the next tme friends come
over 1o watch “Showgirls™ or "Glitter.”

"“The End of St. Petershurg” and "“Dessrier”
“psrmany Year Zera"

Pudavkin ranks with Eisenstein a5 one of the lamid-
mark directors in Russtan cinema, and this compila-
tion 1524.99) collects bwo of his best: “The End of L.
Petersburg” commemarates the Russian Revelution
and *Deserter” shows a German worker becoming a
supparter of communism after visiting the USSH,

“The end of anather war brought Hossellini's "Ger-
many Year Zera” ($24.09), a neorediist classle that
shows devastated Berlin after the Germans paid a
muore formal visit to St Petersburg that didn't iurn
out as well

“The Importance of Being Earnest”

Director Oliver Parker's hapless, painfully forced
sdoptation (529.99) of ooe of the funmiunst plays I his-
1ory wastes 4 fine case beaded by Rupert Everett,
Colin Firth and Reese Witherspoan. Spare yoursell,
and get the Celrerlon editlon r_'} the beilllang 1952 ver-
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