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“Glengarry Glen Ross”

This stagy but entertaining adaptation of the David
Mamet play ($26.98; Anisan} has a terpifle cast, inehid-
ing Al Pacino, Ed Harris, Kevin Spacey. Alee Baldwin
{wiso at the time was such a big star, his cafm:{pa
third billing) and Jack Lemmon in his last great flm
performance, 1t a piry they didn't include his com-
prentary track from the laser dise, but the DVD does in-
cliude 3 wribwie Lo him and numerous other extras.

“Reign of Fire”

What meate could you want from a movie about dra-
gons taking over the world than this grim bic of silli-
fes (52099 Touchstone)? You've gol some nifty-
looking dragans (rarely seen, which adds to thelr
mystigue and the B-movie il mospherelk a slightly sin-
jsner Marthew MeConaughey as an outsider; and
Christian Rale as & stern, bewhiskered leader who un-
intentionally set free the dragons as a liule boy and
piow simply wants to keep a band of refugess alive as
Iong as possible. Bale is a convincing action hero and
would make a dangerously owgh James Bond once
Pierce Brosnan retires.

“Margaret Cho — The Notorious C.H.0."

srand-up comic Margaret Cho increasingly seems
like the true heir to Richard Pryor. Shocking and
shockingly funny, this film (19,98 Wellspring)
doesn'l have the overarching ﬂor'.l{,n!' falling in a sit-
com that powered “I'm the One That | Want” = it's
fust very, very funny about everything from 9711 0
gay sex. Big bonus: an interview with Cho's mam
Uwha st thar different from Cha's hilarious imper-
sonation) and a director’s commentary done by Cho
in the persona of her mother.

“The Heroic Trio"

 Miramax has the rights 10 a slew of Hong Kong ac-
fien flicks, and i's been serewing them up repeatedly,
Just like lts many Jackle Chan titles, they've pus out
the comic book fantasy “The Herade Trio” (829,94,
Miramax) = stareing Michelle Yeoh of *Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon® — in a slightly shortened ver-
sion that is dubbed. Sinee Americans hate dubbed
movies (and with good resson), it a bizarre decision
— egpecially since DVTs make it casy as ple 1o pro-
vide captions in three or four languages with ease, In-
chucle dubbed as an option if you must, but wivy make
it the only option?

Harvey Weinsteln can hardly claim to be a cham-
pien of foreign files a3 long as he continues this hor-
rid practice. Maybe he'll realize iv's a mistake after
the dubbed “Mancchio,” starring Roberto Benignl,
flops when it opens Christmas Day.

u)ew Tale of Zatolchi"
QO the Road” / “The Fugitive"

‘T'o sce haw It's done right, check out the thres lat-
est Zatobehi flicks ($19.95 cach; Home Vision Enter-
tainment). A blind swordsman and an iconic figare in
Tapan akin to Bobin Hood, Zatoichi’s new movies are
in color and tremendous fun. Any fan of Eurosawa’s
“yojimbo” should snatch these up.

“Beckett on Film: The Tragedies of
Shakespeare”

Beckett on film? It sounds like 3 joke. But this e
mendous project ($140.05; Blue Angel) convinced
major direcioss ltke Arom Egoyan, Anthony Min-

hella and Meil Jordan 1o team with major actors and

Ul every single Beckett work, no matrer how short
or unlikely, The resuls is entirely engrossing and
beaatifully packaged on four DVDs, with highlights
from John Hurt and Juliznae Moore. Equally pricey is
a2 boxed set of fve Shakespearean ragedivs (S149.99;
Ambrose} taped for the BBEC from L97E to 10R3, Unlike
the Becketr, these are merely stage plays recorded for
televigion. Some great work from Derek lacobi and
others, but given 113 source, this s far wo expensive.

“The Forsyte Saga”

This superior "Masierpicce Theatre™ minlseries st
ended its run on PBS. I's a fine adaptation (35995,
Acoen) of the sprawling novel about an arstocratic
Hritish Family. (1s there any ohee sored Mot on “Master-
piece Theatre,”) Tamien Trais of “Band of Brothers” ks
t eiandowt as the soulless Soarmes Forsyte, bur he’s abily
supporied by Rupert Graves abd our vote fur the next
James Bone: loan Gruffudd of “Haratio Homblower,™




