The trailer for this smash hit ($29.99, Fox) was ab-
solutely brilliant It showed the nervous squirrel
Seral causing a massive avalapche by rying to get
hald of 2 wayward nut. Seme three misutes long, it
played like a long-lost Looney Tunes short. roved
audlences ares hungry for cartoons, and set this film
up to be a blockbuster.

The movhe itself is modestly amusing with almost
nathing on its mind, There's a message, of coursa
{something about friendship and loyalry, blah blah
blahk}, but the main point is maintaining the silly tone
and letiing Bay Romano whine to his heart's delight.

#“Men in Black B

=LI1E 11" ($28,96: Columbia Tristar) Is a soulless af-
fair and 1 might worry about offending the talent in-
walved — Will Smith, Tommy Lee Jones, Barry Son-
nenfeld = but their disdain for this empty,
mechanical moneymaker is cleasly as grear as mine.
Shame on them

“Sunset Boulevard”
“Roman Hollday"

Billy Wilder's freak show about an a relic of the
silent era is far from my Gvorite Wilder. (Il ake
=The Apartment,” “Ace in the Hale™ and several others
hefore this one). But =Sunset Boalevard™ (524.99, Para-
mcunt has a grotesque sort of appeal, and you can't
help feeling sorry for Gloria Swansen, who was )
robibed of an Oscar by Judy Holliday's unstoppabile tri-
umph in “Born Yesterday” {a rare case where comedy
beat out dramal, There are lors of extras, including an
astute commentary track from Wilder biographer Ed
Sikov, Alsa just out is Audrey Hepburn's Oacar-win-
ping debur — one of the best ever — in the romantic
comedy “Roman Holiday™ (524,99, Paramount}.

“Eddie lzzard: Dress to Kill"

A stralght man who does comedy while wearing a
frock and high heels, Eddle Irzard is relatively un-
known in the United States, despire several side-spli-
tingly funny HBO comedy specials and a well-de
served Emmy win. This 1909 show (319.98, Koch) is s
prime example of his wit. Seeming to riff at random,
lzzard covers religion. history, politics and sex ina
bracingly funny show that is actually carefully struc-
tured and builds to a brilliant finale when he speaks
mnstly in French for 10 minutes — but you can follow
everything he's saying because it's been set up so
wall Drlginﬂ and smart.

“A History of Britaln:
The Compilete Collection™

Another iImport, historian Simon Schama is a best-
selling author (“Rembrandt's Eyes,” “Citizen”) and
roughly equivalent 10 Ken Burns times 10. He's not
the filmic inpovator Burns is, bur Schama is more
than a popularizer: He's a genuine historian who
commands wide sudiences for his erudite, penetra-
ting works,

This I5-hour show ($99.95, BBC) is classic Schama,
u""i"ﬁ remendous storles from the nooks and eran-
nies of history thay make it all come alive, all the
while presenting the rowgh outlines of the age
through the Hves of the major figures that dominated.

#Solaris"
“Gaptain Fracasse”

A remake af Tarkovsky's *Solaris™? It sounds like a
ke, since this nearly theee-hour science-fiction film
{53095, Criterlon) is s0 slow-moving and impenetra-
ble, it makes =2001: A Space Odyssey” seem [aunty in
comparison. The deluxe ireaiment from Criterion
means lots of extras i help you purzle out exactly
what's going on here,

{Though nothing can explain what possessed direc-
tor Steven Soderbergh ro redo it [ like to think he
was so out of control after the success of “Erin Brock-
ovich® and *Traffic” that he decided to name the era-
zigst project he could imagine just to get Hollywood
off his hack — and was thrown for a loop when they
saidd OFEL)

But a remake of “Caprain Fracasse™ would be wel-
come, sinee this nearly stlens 1929 gem (524,99,
Image) has sword fighes and aciion Lo spare. Anyone
longing for “The Adventures of Robin Hood™ to come
ta BVD, or whao loved the fencing scene in the new
Dond, can look for similar fun here.
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