“E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial™ Collector’s
Edition (529.98, Universal)

Like *The Wizard of Oz* and a handiul of other clas-
sics, "E.T." seems like It wasn't made by Steven Splel-
herg — he just discovered it Iis appeal was so universal,
no ane minded seelng “E.T." crowned as the top-gross-
ing movie of all time. {The same cerainly can't be said
for =Titanke,” the movie that replaced it} For this special
edition, Spielberg has wisely included the original ver-
sion, along with the revamped one with tweaks and addi-
thons that proved mostly unnecessary. Here's hoping his
buddy Genrge Lucas will have a similar respect for his-
tory when he finally puts ot the fiest three “Star Wars™
Mo ies.

“Y Tu Mama Tambien" ($26.98, MGM)

If Beavis and Buit-head had been from Mexico and
good-looking and a lot more self-aware, they might have
starred in Y Tu BMama Tambien.” a road movie that is
elearly one of the sexiest, funnbest and wiscst movies of
ihe vear. At first viewing. this story of two teens who
hesd for the beach with an older woman who's just left
her hushand is simple and appealing. But watch it again
and you'll appreciate how cleverly disector Alfonso Cua-
ron keeps a savvy eye on sockety and politics and ceo-
nomics. Of course, there's also thar potential three-way
lingering In the air. Superlative.

The James Bond Collection
($124.96, MGM)

Another Bond flick soon hits the sereens, so there's an-
other excuse to delve inio the ever-growing catabog of
Bond Alms. Either you want to owna =“Goldiinger™ (the
best movie with the best Bond) or you want the whole
lat, If that's the case, this grab bag is a EMd place 1o
srafFt. You get two Sean Connerys (*Gold{inger” and “Dir.
Mo, two Roger Moores ("The Man With the Golden
Gun® and "The Spy Wha Loved Me"), one with the us-
derapprecliared Timothy Dalton £"License to K™Y and
two Pierce Brosnans (“Goldeneye™ and his best “Tomor-
row Mever [es™).

“Gigantor” Episodes 1-26
($59.95, Rhino)

Rhino's name is an assurance of quality when it comes
1o €0 but not, so far, when it comes 1o DVD< (Smaller
companies can't always afford to do things the way they'd
like.) Bt this nicely packaged boxed ser of the first 26 ep-
isades of "Gigantor™ proves Rbdno can set the standard in
this format as well Debuting in the mid-'60s, “Glganor”
wits about a remate-controbled robot sent inta battle by
young limmy Sparks. The show contained bold visuals
and, of course, the appeal of lots of smashing astion. As
the theme sung said. “Gigantor™ was bigger than bigl
‘T'aller than T:IT‘. And in this case, bester than besi

“High Noon"/“Rio Grands”/"The Quist
Man" ($19.98 each, Artisan)

"High Noon® Is the tense showdown subtly inspired by
the MoCarthy hearings. Gary Cooper gers the job done,
but with Grace Kelly urging me on, [ would have left to
be 3 Quaker ar about 10 am, “Rio Grande™ is John Wayne
in the third and l=ast of John Ford's Cavalry trilogy. (It's
good. but where the heck are “Fart Apache™ and “She
Waoare a Yellow Hibbon™¥} Finally, “The Chaiet Man” is
one of the most gorgeous-looking movies in history,
whether you're looking at the stunning Irish scenery or
the stunning fiery redhead Maureen O'Hara, It's grand,
and to heck with political correctness: I love the mo-
ment when an al.],wnma.n tosses a branch soward Joha
Wayne and says enthusinstically, “Here's a stick 1o beat
the lovely lady with™

“Star Trek Ill: The Search for Spock”
($24.99, Paramount)

The best “Star Trek” fillm is “Sear Trek 11: The Wraih
of Khan" What made it so superior was the boldness of
killing off Spock. *Star Trek 111® may be the second bese
film by defauls, but since it's based entirely on brjnginf
Spock back 1o life, it always felt like a cheat to me. Still,
Leonard Mimoy did righe by the franchise in 1984 and I'd
watch it any day over the jokiness of “Star Trek IV
Only three more vears and ‘T'rekkies would get the best
revival of all; *5tar Trek: The Mext Generation,” a spin-
off TV series that would ultimately supercede the origt-
nal.
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