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Damon Wayans’ kids were uneasy about
seeing their lives as comedy material
on TV. Now they say...

By MICHAEL GILTZ

OME kit shown —
“Friends.” for lnitance
anchat 2 nigh

Some — like ABC's "My Wile
and Klda® — have beeri anked
to anchor ag entlie network.

In the laai four weeks — and
expectally during the Olymples
— AHLC has alied “My Wile and
Kids® a whopping 1 tmes

That kind of durability 1§ o tes-
tument to e network’s highest
rated dteoni — i soored well al-
mivil mnywhere |F aleed. Boi 1%
also 3 blg a1 headache

=1 woiry about the vabee of ithe
shaw aned over-saturatnmn” wys
the shorw™s siar piel cve-creatng,
Damon Wryans “Prople st back
i, "Well, If 1% om every

likie

base, It's 3 concern.”

Srill, iy & complinsent,” safs
Wayand, who b worklng on the
Last four eplastes of the scason
Giiven the lh-n"r Ioad "My Wile
anal Kicla™ has had 1o shoulder,
it"s o surprlse Wayans in filay-
i 2 alswn 1hls year — foir
ihnre thin mosl sitcome.

My Wile and Kids" in, Ay Lar,
thie actor's monsd personal and
succesdul project o date — ir's
basecd om Waysm® maniage 1o
iy e -wife and Jiaws on family
slories (o msplrathon

And lee b erviises absoat moak-
g wnzee B b el rum
grours] becnmne the o
2 shaort-terms oeed to G timeslot
buales.

Thai's exacily whai Fox d3d
with “In Living Color” — the
sketch comedy show thnt iniro
doced the talented Wayvans dy
nasty 1o the world = and it
il.'.l!{lﬂi.'ﬂ il ||u||-.Lr problem for
ANC stalwana ke “Who Wanls
To Be a Milllonalre” and
“Home Improvemant.”

“Very sooe i’ g H.III"N.‘IT."
solved,” says Wayane 1% galog
o b resalved or well be alking
ppain We're I8 ihe mslddle of it
il o

A pratal vt abassl e
owacr of 3 private ineching com
pany snsd hin wile and three kds,
Wrrzm wherw muarks 3 setumm (o
ABC s paat clanade tamrly oris
ented sitdming like *Roseanne™
and “Homeé Improvement” —
and, the network hopes, |is fu-
ture, ARG can't alford 1o sguan-
der thai rarest of TV commodi-
ties: a brewhonst Bbin. 00 hos had so
[ew In recond Jrars

Corstarring Tl Campbell of
“Martin.” the show secimas de-
ceptively rJ.-]'-flll nyz, budlding
on storylines ke a doughier
wants to date or an endlne
£ s Pkl apoienad the amuly
driving memrwherr.

It woris b 4 -pexs-old
Woryans feally Butened 10 hin
sibslingt amd budlt & show snomencl
events clused? b lila Sedrt

=1 was hesltant to do L™ he

* shows like "In Living

=75 “Hod the family was teiling
mar that this iy what people wast

= Actually, ity really wany. 11°s
too exny bo actually do
Chirse Worki'TE il lihl-'lﬁ B
ries and playing them out =

When be pilched the series,
Wayana was still married, He
and his wife separated soon ufter
the show gat golog, rurnbng the
ahow inte whit he jshingly calls
|h|:-r.-:|,11.'.

His kids, whio were Illillu“:.
uneasy about seelng thekr lves
as raw material for TV commedy,
have come around, be s

Besides, Wayans only gave
et [ afillany gel [rlllr [LL 31
sitenis and talk b ki

And the other?

“Be a better kid ™ Wayans sy

“mow, all my kids wark on the
W N smE CEpaily, £
my youngest. She's o koo
bk she's here 1oty

“They understand it more.
They feel ke they're a part of
the process, s they're less alkii-
tish about welng some of thelir
wodes. They wetuially
pitch storles”

Wiruld they get into
troiabile on purpose =
Just to help Wayans get

idens for the ahavir?

“Na, "cairse the TV dad
m difTerent from real-lifr
dad * ke savi. “Real-life
dad busts their san”

Wayam arwm dad wan
immch boeyler.

Mamon w s bom in
Harlesm one of 10 Ehda,
where Bobey Wi al
ward -IIJJ.'J:! and piskes
were always loose. His
farher wax o Jehovahs
Witness whae JEd ot
spare the rod for any
Feasam

Since thes, the
Wayanses have beoome
an acting dynasty akdn o
the Barryimodes, withi
Drximion breaking out o
“Caturday NI Live”
and Keznen Ivory
Wayans developing

ik

Color™ and vy filepa
ke *Scary Movie.®

Half the fuim of watch
g an ephiasde ol "My
Wife and Kids® is seeing
how many Wayana you
can spot in the credim
And he's noi stopping there

Wayans lus already sold ADC
on anather gieam ealled
“Weakend Dad” sboue a dl-
vorced falsey — also clearly
modeled on his personal expen-
ences

He sarcastically calls i "My
Ex-Wife snd Eids® and wys be
really wants 10 cait David Alan
Gricr aod his seurer

T Fou he's wodd 2 pilet about
a black Archie Busker that b
Warams reading a bon of black
p—‘.;_'."_'l.'ri;‘:'.j i Nimd ihe righs

Talk to us online at:
tvplus@nypost.com

vabce for his star character

The mogul-in-the-making
irarnbees po use his shows and to
t'li-l:lp.’ i.||_1ﬂﬁ a lot af peopla, evei
if their Lasy npme bin't Wayana

“1 really wand i furn this inio
acamp,” s3yE Wavans, who
fokes he is spoiled by having his
Lids and oiher relaiives arvund
him all the time

“1 waggt to have acting clasdes
and kave 3 wmiter’s workahop
and really crcate talens, That's
drfimitely what I'm going 1o do
nent peason”

0 11 wunp lrpung "o WL ey

s ol



