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That’s the cost of bringing

‘Dinotopia’ to TV (the story
that could ‘never be filmed’)

By MICHAEL GILTZ

ET ready for *DMnotopla,” the three-

part ARG "mega-serlen” debuting

next Sunday that's (preiblitoric any
way you louk al it

“Dimapla® la just the Latest facwl of &
franchive that began with bt -selling
books by James Gurney, and now in-
chides spin-off novels. vilen games, CD-
o ansd theme ;'-“i rilew Ii's also
it it 0o be the mwet elaborate and
expensive — a repodied 355 million —
TV pilot in history

In the meiniseries, two hall brothers
crash land oo an unchaned ksland. h
Tirms oiat 1o be & sort of h.'nl,rli “Jurassic
Park™ where people and disowsirs live
and wark togeiher in harmony.

The two brothers learn 1o it in and
then help rescue “Dinotopla™ when the
sun-stones that give the clvillzation s
pawer threaten to fade out for good
Virtually every scene contains shots of
dinvsaurs of every magtinable shape and
size — making "Dinotopla™ one of the
minl eye-popplngly ambitlous events
ever seehion TV

“AlL SHS r||:|'|l|n|ﬂ it's obvlonsly not tele-
vision money,” says Robert Halmb 5¢
the executive producer of “Dinotogp la*
and scion of Hallmark Entertiliment,
which has previoualy produced fantasti-
cal miniseries like “ Guiliver's Travels”
with Ted Dandon and “The Odymsey.”

Ha'lmi ways in took fwo yeorm (o film,
called for 40 units shooting 2t one time,
featores special elfecta froun [im Henson
Producthons and the company behind
the smmash hit dofumentary ='W
with Dinosanrs,” and will be ahown in
Aurtralia and perhaps |[span & 8 teo-
haowur feature

“That's why we call it a mega-senics
and not & mini-series,” sy the
TE-yrar-old Halmil

*| was frying to draw pictures that
could never be mads itto film'
— Dinofopia authar dames Gurney

Though Halmi Is a voraclous reader
(his office in midtown is lined witl
hooks — not to mention Emmys), he
ook ane look o the artwork of author
James Gumey and knew he wanted 1o
make a miniseries out of L

“The two original paintings are what
turned me on to it." Halmi says. One of
them, “Dinosaur Farade,” featurcs hu-
mans riding on a stegosaurus and other
créafures

G . who pot ki start drawiag
Ermhhdps for zmmagﬁ gor Halph Bakshi
and later drew illustrations for Matbonad

Gengraphic, deliberately let his imaging-

pion ren wikld

*1 was trying v draw pactudes thal
could never be made into fMlm™ sdmiis
the 43 year-pld, who lives in upstate
Dutchess County with his wife and two
sons

Indeed, Columbia Ficiures owmed the
rights to “IMmotopla™ for years, but
balked when ewtimates of a featore film
rone to S140 million.

MNow, thanks to advances in dagital spe-
clal elfects, “Dinotoplis™ is slated 10
jakn ARC's fall schedule s a regular 4
ries. The network, bungry for spectacie
o well as family programming, took one
ook ot the scenes of humans and dino-
sanirs mingling with ease and ordered up
13 episodex

Dut clearly it was the visual dazzle thai
wowed ihem: the serles will contain al-
st all new actors in the lead roles.
And don't look for director Mareo Bram-
il (*Demalition Man®™) to be involved
elther

Hrambilla hadn't done much before
this ambltlous project.

*I had 1o have somebody who knew
the technical aspect of it more than the
moviemaking aspect of it. He knew all
aboul the miedhanical part.” WHalmii said.

Halmi 8 used 10 nuch elaborate pro-
ductiona. Bul since maost of his films are
based oa classic rales like “Moby Dick™
and “Alice in Wonderland," he's a Int
leas familiar with dealing a sull-living
il e,

*I'd rather he was desd ™ Halmi jokes
“1t’s & pala in the 233 I's 2 kot casier to
deal with dead suthors. Moch casher.
They don't fight for theiy imagery and
all thee~

In the end, Halmi allows that working

ihe pot-dead puthor wasn'® all that bad
"Tames was all right.” the producer says.

Mot suprisingly, Gurmey oot eager
to s “THnotopls® become o franchise
propery. He's already written snd ilhes-
trated thive hardeover 1ales, as well 25
overscen chapter books for younger
readers and elaborate novels penned by
scl- ﬁ.mll.nrtij{ Alsn Dean Foiter (an au-
thinr Gumney drew cover art for vrzr|}- im
his career).

A video game for lr‘.an'urhul: Advance
st camie oul (Thome-tested by his
S-year-old sond, and his orher-world
will serve as il basis for a theme park
ride at Disneyland Paris,

He's |;|r:|:rlf used (o t"“'"ﬂ otlsers run
wild with his creation.

=There are a 1ot of differences be-
tween the books and the minlseries,”
Gurney saye Al first | was pervous
abour that because we've all sevn boakis
made ivto filma where those changed are
upseiting.

“No one's going 1o sccuie Hallmark's
version of slavishly following the book
Some scenes just completely blow me
away and nsplre e And soie soéficd 1
look at and wince snd go, Oh, [ would
have doae that dilferently.”

“But I'm nost in the businews of second
pucislng how o prodece "Dinctopls’ 35
a film. 1t°s enoagh of & challengs for me
o r'-,_;-urrr il how to write a story and il-
lustrate i&.”
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