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NYP TV WEEK

® REALLY BIG SHOW

The Apprentice

‘Survivor’ on 5th Ave.

By MICHAEL GILTZ

EALITY-TV conestanty wha
R thought kmamanity challenges, bug-

cuting and [eff Probst were as bad
a5 the grare geis will (uce the toughest
challenge of all in NBCs “The Appren-
tice™: The Donald.

Yes, Domald |:1|||:.|_'- ks back The real-
extate tycoon of the "Bk, who wrote best-
selling books {*The At of the Deal™), was
satirized in *Doopesbury,™ went deep into
deba but belt his mark on the New Yark
sheyline, s o fogy agakn, Pusiness is boom-
ingr anad, mivw, he's the star of the latest re-
ality show from “Survivor” mastermind
Mark Burneit

Getting Trump da TV at all took
some convincing. “All of the networks
have wanted me 1o do o realiny show,™ he
saye " hliosd ol ibe dhows [wanied] cam-
et following me around: nothing 1 was
interested in P'm the largest developer in
the city = 1 dont have time [for that]
Mor do the people 1 Jeal with wast o
have a camers stuck in thelr face. | turmed
[the networks ] all down,

“But a year ago, [executbve producer]
Mark Burnett approached me with this
iden ol tha jungle of New York. "The Ap-
prentice’ ks a very, very tough show., 'l'|1|!!.'
had 215,000 ey le [diswnload applica-
tions 1o take part ). OF courie, 2 lot urpcu
ple wounld rather be in New York than in
Panama {location of ihe most recent ~Sur-
viver™L. They choas 6 :|-eu1'|c and they're
really brilliand.”

Following the proven “Servivar™ for-
muls, “The Apprentics™ pits two tcams of
right conteilants againn each other. Bur
the Trump show, which debuots this
Thorsday and moves io lis regular 8 pme
time slot on Wednesday, January 14tk
has it all over “Survivor™ when i comes
1 creafure comlure. Rather than stapy-
ing im u bt in some Godforsaken, lar-
fung bocale, the players on “The Appren-
tice,” lwg ki g mbliown Manhatian boft so
fabulous that 1% sure to arouse the envy
af any “Real World” resident

he show's formal s deceptively sim-
ple. Each week, Trump glves contestanis,
who fafpe (rodi MBAs o self-made en-
teprneur., 8 mew assdgnment.  Their
first bs one almow cveryone can identify
with — running & lkemonsds stand. Bat
ool everynne on “The Appremtice™ can
hack it. apparenily. The [mling team re-
poits o Trump's boardroom, where The
Donald fires ooe of them on the spaot

Despite the abaence of immunity chal
lenges and other teats of athletic prowess
that are the hallmarks of “Survivor,” Bur-
netl says that n some wiys “The Appred-
tee™ |5 even maore |l||.rw|-..|i|;- challenging
than the all-thime reality-TV champ. The
conlestania, he noys, pet alemvest nay 5lrr|1.
And he emphasizes the wildly different
jobe they have to tackle each week

“Momne of this show takes place in an of-
fice bullding™ says Burpeit. “Week 1o
week, [the contewants] are being given
teaks [such sl operating a fica mourkst,
which means peeting seed money and
[figpuring oust | sluat the hell are you poing
o sell, to [aking yoursell] bow do 1 get
space ot & flea market snd how Jdo | make

ey They Tl alse be asked 1o come up
with & ¢clebrity charity auction, prohace
& polfl cvent and fnd real estate in a very
mendown  neighborhood. reoovate mnad
rent it above the market rate in 48 bowrs.

The winner of “The Apprentice™ will be
awanded & one-year, $250.000 contract 1o
work for Trump

While ihe wnlnr:m: stand the most o
galn on this show, Trump himsell has
nothing o lose, even |||.|1|_||.:]: many H',Lllt'r
shows ("Mewlyweds,” “The Osbournes™)
reveal their stars 1o be train wrecks wail
g 1o happen. He's not worrhed about the
series tarnishing hiv image. “Mark never
said | way golng 1o come across well
Inecosaarily L* waya T ramp. “I'm me. And
you know me andd people know me. There
are oerisin Inslanoes whene rhrrlllpm 1
won'l look good. Who kmows? [ dont re-
ally cure.™

S0 far, Tramp says be's been fedsod
with ihe coniesiants, but adouEs thai

most poople simpiy don’t have wihsd o
takes 1o be 3 major optreprenear,

“Moat prople don't have the sidll™ wyn
Trimp, wha employs some 20,000 work
i “They're ot born with it Just like
ru‘ur!f doa1 have the skill of Jack BNick-
aus to hit & golf ball or Babe Ruth to hit a
baseball. Innate talent ks a very important
imgredient. You can gpet betier ai some-
thing, but having good genes is not the
warst thing that can happen 1o a person.”

Trump has always excelled at belng the
center of attention and fully expects *The
Apprentice” to be just s successful as his
latest roal-eatate development project on
thee Lipper Weat Side

=1 always like success,” he says =1 think
lthe show ] s good and hey, we've g
the beewl neiwork and the W "l'l'h’l.h.rr
And they have me~
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