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By MICHAEL GILTZ
Pl.‘T on your Frankie Goss to

Hullywood T-shirt and grab

that “Miami Vice® pantel

blun jucket, becauso the ‘How
ure bk,

Everywhere you turn todny —
ot the movies, in the bookstores
ond un radic and TV — tho ®0s
hive supplanted the Tlhs as the
dicnde 10 remember. Culture
Club played Badio City Muskc

'80s pop s everywhere
these days. Blondie Is
performing on tomorrow
night's American Music
Awards, and VHT keeps
the decade alive, playlng
'00s videos in regular
rotation.

Hall om New Year's Eve, Bret
Easten Ellis and Jay Mclnerney
aré back in the bockstores and
the wmash comedy, *Thore's
Somathing About Mary,” placed
ita palnfully unsuccesafil prom
date smmck dab in the Heagan'
Bush era.

Neel more proof” On Jan. 14,

el neurs Watman
and Tim Ouslletic open their lat-
ead dance e,

L]
10, 0k square-foat oda to the S0
enlled Culture Club, Locited in
SaHa, it joins their string of
T themed elube, Polly Esthor's,
found here tn MNew York and in a
handful of cities across the coun-
iry such a8 San Franvismn, Seal-
tle mnd Chicage. For Walman
and Ouellette, re-creating the
"0« was more of a history proj-
ert, “We were only in our mng
digits then,” sdmits Watman,
Bul the Bls wis the decads
Lhiso {wo thirtysomethings could
first drive, drink legally and
vota, sa filling Culture Club with
the right pop cultural icons was
as pasy &M popping in & “Flash-
dange” ssundtrack or rewalching
“The Breakfast Clob *

The walls of Culture Club arg
bursting  with larger-than-life
images from the His a re-
creation of MTVa sarly ads (the
ong where an astronaut planis a
Mg on the moon with the MTVY
ligul, Tom Cruise in “Cockimil,®
Michsel Jackson, Madonna,
Bruce Springsteen (anea “Parmn in
the USA™) and, af T, Eiu_l.
Crorge.

The club also features oversized
Frubik's Culss, dangling from the
coiling, o Donsld Trump VIP
aren; snd oven s Porple Rain
dance floor, complete with parple
lights. But the centerpiece — and
the closesi they come to digging
ints Hard Hock Cafes or Flanet
Hollywood's tervain — b & Della-
rean aulomobile, parked in front
of @ "Hack o the Foture® Ln'n.

“Weo sosrched for months on the
Internat, trying to find one inox-

muvnmive meeairb " seve Deallaiie
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Tim Ouslletis snd Bob Watman ) relax an top of this lconographic "80s Delorean kn their naw Varick
mfﬂm:ﬂfwﬁﬂuﬁmlml “Cockiail” and & blow-up of Duran

“Finally we found one without an
engine for $5000, We hod io
have it — il's s perfect for the
‘Bl because of the Michael J.
Fox movies, Delorean himself
IE:!- ‘lhl- drugs and everything
g e

While collecting Bihs arfacts
wasn't entirely pasy, the Calture
Club should have ne problem
pumping in the rght music. The
Ble eound is everywhere these
days. In foct, Blondie s publicly

wArminaer — P ihus Morsd §lamas i 17

years — on tomorrow night's
American Mose Awnrds on .illl':'r
ond ahell follow that performe
nned with a new album and a
LB tour in the spring. And
OMD — best koown for it hit
mingle, Il You Lesve ™ from the
Bls classic “Pretty in Pink® —
Just released a greatost hits com-
pilation that's gamersd rave re-
views. Additionally, Rhima He-
cords iw selling o 16volume
meried  ealled, “Just Can't Get
Faparrk: Mow Wave Hiae of P

cover (below) also adorn the nostalgic nightspot's bar.

'Bls,” bursting with that tme's
tunes like ABC's “The Look of
Love (Part Onel® and A Flock of
Seagulls’ “1 Kan (Bo Far Away)”
VH1 18 alss keoping the decade
alive by playing ‘B0s videos in
regular rotation

Then there's Culture Club —
the band (It has ne link to the
club that's epening since George
FDowd, a ks n-:r_\' I:rm-gé, and
Friends mpparently failed to copy-

right the group's nume for use o8
a haridanrs srare | Thee andrmes.

nous group is enjoying the full
monty of Bls revivalism: Bill-
board magarine  highlighted
them =s comeback kings (and
queenal, and they recently re-
leased o two CD retrospective set
and completed a hig concert tour
on Friday. (For several dates, ihe
band was joined by another Ss
ioon, Howsrd Jonea) Cultore
Club alsns has & Tﬁp Five l1h,|’r|-

in Great Britsin with *1 Just
Wanna Be Loved™ and a mew

More '80s-influencod
miovias are on the way.
The corming-of-age
comedy, “Edge of
Seventeen,” begins with
the unmistakable sfomp
of Toni Basil's hif,
“Mickey,” and features a
gury who worships Annle
Leanox of Eurythmics,

[= b b h T ey -]

nlbum in the works that enuld be
out ms enrly as this spring

To same, hearing 'Bis pop again

I8 hardly surprising
things tend to in 20-year cy-
tlea,” says Rob ne, Lhe music

edilor of Detaila ~In the T0s, we
were obeeased with the Ba —
think of ‘Grease’ or Happy Days.’
In the ‘Bis, it was the 'Bls, with
the Grateful Dead becoming big
agnin and tie-dved clothes in the
malle. In the Y, we woro hell-
bottoms and made bad movies
about Studio 54, S0 as we ap-
prosch the millennium, it's enly
nmatural we revisit the hew Wave
of the '80s,” says Levine

That same pattern is appeart
ml the movies @ wetion o
“There's Something About Mary™
begins in the His while *Boogie
Mights® ends thers, And one of
the surprise hits of "8 — Adam
Bandler's “The Wedding Singer™
- WAE el r:nl:ln-]_l.' in the Me
Docade. The film festured a
camin by Bhs star Rilly 1dol,

ea about Van Halen never
reaking up, puys wearing only
one glove like Michoel Jackson,
and a shot of Drew Barrymone's
amarmy, no-good fance driving a
Do Lorenn.

And while two symbola of “Tos
movies cammercially
with their new relesses in 08
(Warren Beatty with “Bulworth™
and Robert Hedfornd with “The
Horse Whisperer™), B0a alumna
Ally Sheedy used her newly hip
agnin stotus — ot preas junkets
— to draw attention o her per-
formnnes in the indie Nidk, ‘tmh
An.” The result? Sheedy's leen
named best petress by both the
Laa Angeles Filen Crities and the
National Society of Film Critics
and even has a shot at & possible
(wcar pomination.

Haill, more Bls-inMuenced mow-
len are on the way, The most
noteworthy e ‘F:ril_an ol Seven-
tenn ™ n eomineanloaoe  roamedy
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Ben Stiller snagged mone than Cameron Diaz during his "80s Aashback in “There's Something About Mary.”

set in Ohio, that's being screened
at this month's Sundance Film
Festival. Written by 31-year-old
Todd Stephena, it starts with the
unmistakable stomp of Toni Ba-
sil's hit, “Mickey.® But that's just
the beginning. The film alsa fea-
tures a guy who worships Annie
Lennox of Eurythmics, and is
bubbling over with "8 memora-
bilia. For ita filmmaker, though,
“Edge of Seventeen” isn’t a pe-
riod piece. “This is my life,” says
Stephens, adding, "a lot of the
props in the film were things of
mine that 1 bought in the 'Bis
and just saved — like a huge Eu-
rythmics banner, a great Cuolture

Club school binder, and all those
albums and clothes.” He soys
crew members, who also came-of
age in the B0s, began brnging in
props as well,

Just as Gearge Lucas eele-
brated his childhood of the early
“Bla with “American Oraffiti™ and
Richard Linklater gleefully re-
created the “T0s with “Dazed and
Confused,” artists like Stephens
are similarly m-itinﬁ:bam what
they know best when they re-
create the 'Bls.

“There's always becn nostalgin
for childhood or some idealized

past, of course, but this heavy
mining of recent pop culture s

Pac-Man, who, like other '80s wenl after everything he
manmmmthumanumﬂ-wﬁm

very new,” says Herbert Gans, a
fessor of sociology at Colum-
ia University.

It's precisely because of this
hurlu:nm#' hack that the best
droms of the s, “Hill Serest
Blues” is rebroadeast on TV Land
and “Cheers” 18 schedoled to
enter the pantheon of Nick at
Mite classics,

Perhops  that's  alse  why
*CHiPS" was recently  resur-
rected on THT — as “CHiPS ‘88"
— with Erik Estrada and Larry
Wileox, atll amiling and fighting
crime without ever unholster
their guns. That TV special toue
such a cord that its likely to
spawn two more, sccording to Es-
trada, who naturally remembers
the 'Bils with fendaess. 1 gol Lo
meet Honald Reagan,” says the
actor, who turns 50 in Morch and
i still smiling after reprising his
biggest role, "It wos o fun time —
post-Vietnam and pre-AIDS and
pre-crack,” says Estrada.

Ouelletto and Watman alsa re-
call the ‘808 as a fun time, but
they're mostly banking — an "80s
cheession — on e nostalgic ap-
peal. While othor clubs play the
music of the previous decade only
on theme mights, the Culture
Club owners took the extra alep
of tracking dawn & giant "Ghost-
busters” symbaol and an oversized
can of New Coke.

Although they've been success-
ful in summing up the "Tls with
n smiley face (for Polly Eather's
logol and the 'BOs with the
chearfully T:edy video game
Pac-Man, they havent quite
caught up to the "80s. When
asked what symbol will define
this decade, lhl':r"re mamantarily
slumped. “Thats a quﬂ
tion,” they say. No doubt we'll all
know — in & year or two.
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Adam Sandler sings the pralses of the *80s in “The Wedding Singer.”
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