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Graham Belle

Hottest guy there is here

By MICHAEL GILTZ

NYOME who's watched the British
A talk show “S0 Graham Morion®

knows the impish 3%-year-old haost
is '.]m'rc easily scandalized.

Y es, his show is filled with naughty bits,
such as the time he gave guest Carrie
Fisher panties with a built-in vibrator or
the Wb sives he surfs each night, includ-
ing the one devoted to “pedal pumpers”
t]:ltl.'l]:dl: whao like to press accelerators on
cars and other vehicles to pdd a listle
wroom to Uhelr gex Iie).,

But Morton himselfl isn't explicit in the
least. He bounds around the studio of his
show, delightfully shocked by how unex-
pectedly vulgar British viewers can be,

=l cam't beltewe you sald that!” is a com-
maen enough  statement  from Noriom,
even if he did spend five mimnetes teasing:
ot scandalous details. But really, despite
the odd sex toy or the prank phone calls
to the city of Wet Beaver (*I've never
been there mysell” jokes MNorton), =S
Graham Morton® is actually an innocent
mix of the usual talk-show blather from
Joan Collins, Jane Seymour and the like,
abong with tidbits about sex that are gruly

REALLY BIG SHOW

. ¥

Jennlfer Saunders and Joanna Lumbey, the stars of “Absolutely Fabulows,” recruited talk-show

about as direy as two kids making mad
iriri — yed, it'S 4 messs but % all in good
e

American viewers who haven't i':|1||.l:,!l.|
uLwn'-:h Morton's antics yet have a perlect
chance this week, since new episodes of
his chat show air every Monday and Fri-
day on BBC America at 1l pum

Loak for that Carrle Fisher segment,
along with Norton®s pilgrimage to Amers
bea where he's given a tour I:IF“(I“}"-I.‘I‘II.HJ
by Daolly Parton herself

His populariry in the UK is certainly at
an all time high. DV Tk collecting the best
bits from his shows are hig sellers. “So
Graham Norton®™ was just named the top
Talk Show in anmal awards that are the
industry’s most prestigious. And It now
airs five nights a weck at 10 pm. over
ﬂlﬁ:‘r. which s almost unheard of in the

Since the British love to tear down ce-
lebrities almosg as much az they love ta
biigibd them i, hias the backlash kicked in
yei for the Trish comic?

“Everyone | know who's an television
eventually gets spat on on the street,” ad-
mits Morton in an interview at his offlces
in London, “Somehody mad hates youw

haost Graham Morton for an episode.
MARCEL THERAAS BANGES

But na, touch wood, it hasnt happened
yet.
=But it will," he says brighily, adding he
docsnt even have any bizarre stalkers,
“lhere are people who write 1o you all
the tme. But they're not evil They've
just got a lot of time on their hands and
enough money for postage.”

It's iromic Morton airs on BEC America
in the US. since he's virtually the defin-
ing fgure for archrival Channel 4, Lasi
year, the BRC tried to lore Norton away
with an offer of some 575 million, but he
stayed put.

He's also been approached about bring-
ing his shiick here, even poing so far as (o
be optioned at one point by Paramount.

While Morton would love to conguer
America as well, he admits o enjoying
the security of staying in the relatively
amall market of London where every
media flg'u.rr. seems to have lunch or a
drink after work with everyone clse

“Being a higgish fish in 8 small puand
seemms quite nice,” says Norionp,
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