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From high-school auditoriums to Lincoln Center...

By MICHAEL GILTZ

VERY night on stapge, Ron
Taylor — star of the Tony-
nominaled musical “It Aint
Nothin® but the Blues®™ —
digs into the classie, bonsting
song “I'm Your Hoochie Coochie
Man.” Suddenly, he's the cock of
ther walk, turming Lincoln Contor
intp a swealy, smoldening juke
joint ns he struts and firts and
sings away.

Paolite and disarming in private,
the 42-yearald veteran of “The
Wiz,” the original “Little 5 or
Hormors™ (he wins the voice of the
rullmll and eountless TV shows
ecomes the biggest man around
in every way imaginable — in
size, in talent and in charm,

“Somclimes Lhal song scores
mie,” admita Taylore, who sat with
emestar Gretha l!-nxlnn before i res
cent show Lo share Lhe hord work
ond sethacks that led to this rol-
licking revue's Tour Tony nomi-
nations.

Besides their respective nomi-
nations a5 Best Featured Male
and Female Actor in a Musical,
“Blues™ was also nominated Tor
st Book,

*I wsed to be even crazier dur-
ing "Hoochie Coochie Man' 1 tell
you, there was o bimie — in DUC.
especinlly — during motinees the
church women would go crazy;
they're clopping and they leve L
Then I start “Hoochie Coochie
Man,'” he laughs, “and they'd
tnke their programs and hold
them up in front af thewr faces.
They wouldn't evon beok ot me,”

Baoston — who won a Tony play-
ing Queenio in the Hal Prince re-
vival of “Show Boat” — has her
own turng in the spotlight, in-
cluding on incandescent cover of
the elnssic "S5 Louis Bloes.” But
as the two swap stories and com-
pliments, Boston makes clear the
rewards of this show — which
she jumy into might after five
years ol nonstop louring with
*Show DBoal® — are more per-
sonal than applause or awards.

“This show was my healing, be-
coase Lhere was some atall | was
dealing with personally anmd it
opened me up, B n,
ig o fan ol sellhelp books by the
likes of Deopak Chopra and who

Co-stars Gretha Boston and Ron Taybor are doing anything but singing the blues these days.

finds more strength from her own

ab one Lime and even auditioned

porsonal meditation than from . Boston while he was still using

“zitting in a church,” ns she puts
ik *When you enler a new decade
= or :n'lu":r(: about o enler £ =
you begin lb examine every as-
pect of your life.”

They both feel blessed by the
Auccess of “Blues.” Taylor had the
iwen for the show in 1987 while
performing as o blues musicinn
in the Honk Williams musical
“Laat Highway." It stayed in the
hioek of hig mimd until 54, when o
friend appreached him  about
turning the idea into n 45-minuts
educational show that could tour
higgh sehaals,

He put together the original
east in one night — which in-
cluded current cast members Dan
Wheectmnn mnad 'M:i:mi:sxi.ppl"
Charles Dovel. So successful with
students that their parents soon
elamored for tickels, *Dlues™ rop-
idly tronsformaed into o full-hlown
revae, with more musie and less
lecturing about how blues influ-
enced country, jazz and pop.

Dut great songs amd low over-
head only pet vou so far, Taylor
was hospitalized with pneumonia

an oxypen tank. "1 was eon-
cerned,” lnughs Boston, who nat-
urally worried whether he and
the show would survive. (She
knew her audition went well
nfter Taylor ond  the olliers
sinrted grooving in their sents
and singing backup during her
rrm|.||.|nr|. of Arctha Franklin's
“Reapect.™)

The lowest point came in
March 1997 when the Denver
Conter Thealra Company
dropped its oplion on Lhe show,
“Here | was in a show that al-
ways pgol rave reviews and
standing ovations and 1 hnd no
prodhucers,” gnys Taylor, “IL was
a blessing lin the final nnalysis],
but il wos a seary Ume. | senl
letters and pockajges with money
T didn’t have to every producer in
New York soying, °1 hove this
show; Jyou ought to send some-
Tady.” =

Taylor might be tempted o
gloal, bul he just graciously se-
copts the compliments of thnse
whao turned him  down, "Now
they're like, You did iL'" He

shrugs, “1 don't want to peint o
finger at anybody.”

Mavbe he's too busy. In the lost
few days Taylor's laped an inter-
view segment for  the Tony
awards, dealt wath the wsuaal ©
hageling over what song from
the show will be performed —
“We're going to de ‘Members
Only' hrr:n:uc everyone 18 in-
valved,"™ he gays — and mulled -
over the best recond deal,

“I've always been cautious,” nd-
mits Taylor. “Even today, the

roiducers come boome and said,

ou slill don’t seem execited
whout all of this." I'm exeited, but
I have to be quict in my excite-
ment because | can't claim this,
God 18 pood; He promised this to
me a leng time oo

“A lat =-!'£dl|rlt ‘wha don't be-
ligve in God or believe in God in
n light way eay, “0h man, here's
nnither one of those puys talk-
ing about God.' But 1 tell you: -
The way this went dnum. |
Rroadwny  show tHioving in o

week;  the BE~ we  gob
straight across LHE Bhprd — |
challenge anyboady not Lo see

W

God's hand in 7



