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‘Suicides’ scribe Jeffrey Eugenides

follows hit debut with an odd
tale of a hermaphrodite

By MICHAEL GILTZ

riter Jeifrey Eugenides

worked for so long on the

follow-up o his 1993

debut, “The Virgin Sui-

cides,” that it's no surprise
e wrestled with the proper title
far years.

“For a loag time [ dida't haven
title,” said the 42-year-old author
from his home in Berlin, where he
lives with his wife and 4-year-old
daughter {both of whom came
into his life after he began work-
ingg om tlse book).

=0ir rather, [ had many | threw
away. But then I started thinking
about [my childhood] and [ real-
ized the title had been on the
street sign all those years: Mid-
dlesex Boulevard.®

That detall from  his L1
proved fust right for the author:
“Middlesex” tells the tale of Cal-
lie. a hermaphrodite.

Eugenides' book begins with a
Gresk brother and sister who flee
the Turks and emigrate to Ameri-
ca a8 hushand and wife. They give
birth to healthy children, one of
whom will sbre a child — Callie —
that their aging family docror fails
to realirze has a  significant

anstomical abnormal-
iy

“1 knew that 1 was
writing something far
from my owm experi-
ence — not outlandish
bt certainly uncom-
moat,” sabd Eugenides,
whose first book sold
more than hall a mil-
lion copies arpund the
world, garmered rave
revicws and inspired a

taughed Eugenides.
"There was a tima
when [ was seill a boy
and my friends were
wrniAgE  into  men.
You can easily switch
that to the story of
SOMmenns whirse
friends are lurning
intn  Wwomen and
you're turning into
someone else”

Inspired by the

hit film debutr from  Farrar, Straus and memoir of a 19th-
Sofia Coppaola. Giroin century French her-

“In order to make it 532 pages, $26 maphrodite (Fupen-
real for mﬁ-ell':nd 1hie ides lorwed the

reader, 1 wanted to

ground it in as much specific
detail as 1 could. All of the frame-
waork was factual and everything
inside [it] was made up."

Like CalliefCal, Eupgenides
grew up in Detroil, moved to
Grosse Point after the rots in the
il and lived in what seemed
an extremely futuristic housa (for
the neighborhood). Also like Cal-
lie, he felt a particular uncase at
schoal,

“Certain things wene rnmplﬂc-
ly analogous, [ found the locker
roavn & place of greatl emotional
trauma, a5 many people do”

account bur was frus-
trated with the story because he
felt the writer hadn't done it jus-
tice), Bie intended o write a sim-
ple book about a similar character
in modern times,

But as the ﬁtnrrljwrcnhwd. it
grew stranger and more epic,
uniil it began long before Callie
was born and Included Greek
imonigrant grapdparents toeling in
Dietroit's aute factories, running
an underground speakeasy and
wurking for a Muslim mosque.

By the time the reader firse
meets Callie — abouat halfway
throisgh the book — he knows wo
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much abed her parents and
prandparents. about the world
waiting for her arrival, to think of
her as simply a hermaphrodite.

Callie becomes real because the
world she's born into is already
real.

‘Throughout, Engenides n!:ﬁ_.-n
up bravura passapes that uiilize
the language of nsovies to reverse
the agthon, creale a MONLIRE OF
show a time lapse Image — in one
case. of a character suflering in
bed for years on end,

s net a shock to learn from the
author that the sillver screen has
made a strong impression on him
He recalled purzling out how
movies iold their storhes by asking
his mother lots of questions.

“The carliest soovie that I
remember was about a doughoo
factory.” said Eogenides. “This
was one they showed os in school,
a strange sort of civics class
movie that was meaningless but
had a greal narmative.

=They were making doughnuts
in a small town in New England
amad somehow they pouned in ten
much batter and more and masee
doughnuts were made. It was
slightly fantastic but abse very
Tomespun.”

OF conerde, the odd subject mat-
ter of “Middlesex™ makes the
inevitable  questions  about
whether movie rights have been
sold (they haven'th a linke more
compelling- 4 )

“When people ask me i it [will
become] a movie,™ he said. *1 joke
theat it might make a pood Finnish
miniseries. Or they could Ipu:
music in it and {1 could be ke
Yentl ™.




