The lady comes alive
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By MIGHAEL GILTZ

AMROSSING  Jordan®
star ]Il Heonessy is
in Las Angeles film-

Ing o show set in Boston —

but she misses Mew York.

“Mothing against LA,

I'm here to shoot the

show,” says Hennessy dur-

ing a break from filming a

Hovember sweeps wo-

parter. “But T just want ta

get out there so bad — 1

would kiss the asphalt i 1

were there right now. New

York is my home.”

Most viewers know Hen-
pessy from New York's

best-known TV export,
“Law & Order” 5She
played  Assistant DA

Claire Kincald from 1993
o 1996, Now she's gone
from a supporting role to
playing the title character,

“it's bizarre being the
lead,” sx Hennessy
about tackling the role of
medical examiner Jordan
Cavanaugh on “Crossing
Jasdan,” which airs tonkght
(10 p.m/Ch 4).

“Ii's hard to find a line
between taking om the
pressure, not gevting over-
whelmed, dealing with an
ineredible load of work,
and just enjoving it. "Oh
gosh, am 1 adequare? Am |
golng to be able to sustain
thigs Am [ worthy!" ~

She lnughs at the idea of

talkin about being
“wrorthy™ to be on a TV
show, and p ers  her
conversation with “dude”

and other slang. This re-
laxed, 3-year-old actress
clearly wants to be one of
the guys, just like jordan.
In the show — a ram-
bunctlous cross betwesn
“.5.1." and “Profiler” —
Jordan returns 1o Boston
after spectacularly bum-
ing out elsewhere. Jordan

sniffs her shirts to make
sure they're clean
{enough), gets under the
skin of cops because she
second-guesses their
work, and looks damn
good in leather pants.

She has a pocm--wa:in;i
boss (the excellent Mi
Ferrer), no boyfriend in
sight, has issues about her
mother (who ‘was mur-

deced when Jordan was
fnun:F:l, and has a retired

cop for a dad, played by
The

Ken Howard of ~
White Shadow.”

Hennessy knows Jordan
is a handfal, but disagrees
when it"s suggested that
she can't help making the
cops look stupid.

It's hard to
find a line
between
taking on
the pressure
and just
enjoying it.

“lordan doegn’t 1Y [0
make anyone look dumb,”
says Hennessy. “She's fust
50 intemt on what she's
doing, and she needs ev-
erything to be done the
right way. She's just trylng
to do a good Job becaise
she empathizes so much
with the victims — in 2
kind of unhealthy way, ac-
tuealby.”

And while Jardan
doesn't have a steady baoy-
friend, it isn't because the
possibilities are lacking-

=“One thing [ love about |

this show is that they keep |

parading these really at-

tractive men before me”

EAYE 'Hzﬂ.ntsr:j,'. “They're
Imirin

not really 1 ﬁl,fmdm
to fust one guy. Which I
have mo objections to."

Nor does her husband,
Paolo  Matropietro, with
whom she eloped last year
to Ttaly, They married offi-
clally at a civil ceremony
last January at New York
City Hall, which was pre-
sided over by Mayor Rudy
Giuliani.

Clearty, personally and
pn1£-.-5.r-lun£h-'. EVEry-
thing's come tagether for
Hennessy this r:ar. EVin
though she resdlly admiss
thar some at NBC thowght
she sasn't sexy or thin
enough to play Jordan. (A
rather  bizarre  worry,
given her great looks.)

But thanks to creator

Tim Kring — with whom |

she bonded over guitars
and Springsteen — Hen-
nessy got the job and NBC
ot a hit. "“Crossing Jor-
an~ had a spectacular
debut, beating is primary
cnmﬂ:[itinn. CBE%'s “Fam-
fly Law,” by a wide mar-
in. The gap narrowed in
the following weeks, but
“Crossing Jordan® always
improved on irs lead-in
and beat “Family Law,” so
it seams set for 3 solid
“It"s Laken me awhile (o
wd ihe scope of
the spcceds,” says Hen-
nessy, “T'm thrilled, That's
what has meaning.”
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