Grand slams
from Mac

In his new autobiography, John McEnroe
scolds himself — and others — and shares
painful memories of his life and career

By MICHAEL GILTZ
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WS A ICRIS umpine the
“Blls; and belng yelled at by McEn-
ro¢ was part of the job She alio
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McEnroe's 1981 Wimbledon (irsz-
round match against Tom Gullik-
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Melnroe threw one of his most
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the chalr umgpire: “You cannot he
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McEnroe  baughed afier |
relayed our six degrees of separa
tion, 'We met af the Greenwich
Villagr offices of his publisher to
discusy his new autoblography,
*You Cinnot Be Serious” oo
wiiten with Jomes Kaplan

He was polite il 2 titile Wary
McEnroe kad spent the morning
responding o negative comments
from his ex-wife, Tafum OMNeal
whao called his book “balls—t=

During therr wolatile relation:
ship, McEnroe and O'Neal have
exchanged verbal blows
in publie. McEnme
called her an unils
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calfled him &
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(FMeal's drug
wse wnd sobaes
quent  stint a1
[azehon

prioeorpied

McEnnoe

1o wue for eustosdy of the couple’s
three children. He won
Enowing that hivs kids wem
likely 1o somedry resd his haook
wis sppermoul m MoEnros's
mind as he weighed whether or
not to take on the project, he says
“That's one reason 1 didn't do
the book for a loog time" said
McEnroe, who mvolds the blow-
by-blow descriptions of & teli-all
and attempis to scocpt blame for
his personal and professbonal fall-
ures
Hie dises cover his entlre carcer
in detail Fle exp Bk et 1
per, taking mont of the blame
himself; describes ki relation-
ships with Jimmy Connors, Dlom
Borg and other tennls greats; and
reveals that top players on the
senios toud incloding himsell)
have tanked a game. 3 st and
even 2 maich
The 4%year-old rennis Hall af
Famer also bares some of the low
maments of his privite Hie,
Including Jdiscvest bl axdll
painfal deiails about the divvorce
from O Nieal
He sdmibis In our interview
that e wasi'l sure if there vwas
a podnt to writlng the book,
taying that it maght hinder
him froem I'.'.:'rr.r.'s\u s clesr
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