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History’s up his ‘Alley’

American Heritage
columnist’s childhood
passion leads
him to ‘Paradise’

By MICHAEL GILTZ

récent Eainy afternuui
speri! tramping
through the sireets o

lewer Manhattan with
Kevin Baber

a an emless stream

i3

£ty by a stamuee of the

lavery activise Horace

Greeley — one of the
characters In his  new
wove] “Patadise Alley™ —

Babar riffed on Grecley's
unconventional wile

“I micknaued her the Ir-
rnj:-rLshl."'Ic Conflier.” said
ks Sd-year-old New Jer-
2. “She was a blg

rtluun amd wery anti-
animal abuse, If inu .«g
preached her with & kid
pluve on, she would pull

t band back and yell,
“Skin of a beast! Skin of a
beasal'™

Jubey historlcal ddbies?
Ome would expect o less
fioin a  columnist  for
Ametican Herilage maga-
zime, and the chiefl histori=
cal researcher fior Harold
Evams 1998  blockbusger
"The American Ceniury,”
a project Beker spent al-
most a decade of his life
waorking on.

Mow, however, Baker is
deveted ta his own work,
His latest book, due out

Tuesday, 5 a capthvating
historizal novel set in 1B63,
when New York Cily was
enguifed in  the Dk
Riots, one of the worst dis-
rathanees  in Amerkan
history and & threc-day
nighrznare thar  almost
tipped the balance foward
the South in the Clvil War.

He uses that fumaltueus
event — in whick 119 peo-
Fic died — ta e:l:p!::rl.' the

jves. of a large cast ol

characters.
Buker juggles the Encer-
wining lives with  case,
e 2 page-turaing
eple thar's equnl puits edu-
cativnal and entertaining.
Ir's poised vo bring him an
even wider sudictice than
Lis last book, "Dream
land.” which sold BO.(M
cupics,

His next book — sed in
the Harlem of the 1940s —
will complete what Baler
Iaugh:nul}r calls his “Ciry
of Fire Trilogy.

Married o writer Ellen
Abrams, the author said
he's having @ wonderful
lime pursuing a caneer
based on  his childhood
passiog.

=My parents !.1.1.I.,g'31.'| e
to rewd at 3.7 said Baker. 1
rew up. because of the
Ecﬂd War, in a very histor-
icaliy minded period.”

HarparColfing

BTB pages, $20.95

Baker carved his way out
of a hardserabble youth by
stringing for a newspaper
when he was only 13 years
old, covering high schoel
SpaTts.

*| grew up In & vary historically mindad period,” says Kevin
Baker, author of "Paradise Alley"

“We were on public as-
sistance,” said Baker, who
was born in Englewond,
M. but grew up on the
Warth Shore of Massachs-
SELLS,

“We used 1o hide from
the creditors. There were
a ecouple months In the
summer where we didn't
have heat or hot water, so
we'd have 10 sneak into a

hotel where he was elerk-
ing and use the showers
there.

“Buc 1 don%t want to
make my childhood sound
like something out of
Dickens,” said the history
boaff. “It wasn't that bad at
all, And in @ way, it's nice
to be able to overcome a
little something ... a3 long
as It's not oo hard,”




