The ‘Peace’ maker
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Hit debut novel by Leif Enger
features old-fashioned virtues

By MICHAEL GILTZ

[ ever there was a thme
for a novel of faith and
redemption — a qubet
book of old-fashioned

verlties — this Is It
Leil Enger's “Peace Like
a River™ has struck a chond
with bpoksellers, recelved
raves  from Publishers
Weekly (which called it “a
smunining debut®) and gar-
mered slfomg  recomumens
dations | from  authors
Frank McCaomurt, Jiem
Harrison and Rick [Raas,
who calls it "a truly great
book™ and compares It o
t best  seller

Besrenya ll.q;f in Renbsn's
cyex Jeremiah has a real
and sctive fith (he argues
loudly with God when

raylng) and — U we be-
!;ﬂlu Heuben's E}'rwll.nud
sccounds — i bruly
blessed.

Written in lyrical, nrn-
heared prose, “Peace Like
A Wiver® even has a com-
lfarting. remarkahls
glimpsea into the afteriife
S50 [ lirtle surprise you

could spat ;pnl-pr reading
this - baok

while® they
walted in line 1o Lﬂ'ﬂ!
blood  after - the - tragic

events of Sept. IL

Fagers sext clerya

Eain pald off Atlan-
And a2 Holly- the has pone
oo pm- back -0 press
ducer E:::: and now
read it 100,000
&Imh:::rll coplcs in prol
to:rh.-'buu.h_ But the suthor
Teace™ s knows his boak
set in Minne- is out of step
soda during with these cyn-
the %605 but fcal -times and
seems to be might casily
long" more to have dis-
the Old West. mjtlr-‘.l.
“The story cen- Manihly Press *]  was not
ers ﬂnrylul:l!! m“‘ conscious of it
marvelos early on, - be-
characters: Reuben Land,  cause | was not thinking of
the I-year-old narrator  publleation” admits

who sulfers from severe
avthrma. (fust. ke . one of
Enger's © ildrenk: his sks-
ter, Swede, who Is ob-
sessed  with Zape Grey
Westerns; and thelr older
brother, Davy, who ]
on the lam after killing

yi who raped his
su'lﬁ&l.
Mos: memarable of ol ks

their [iher, |eremiah
Land a nl'uii:: jamitor, per-
haps, but & man who

Enger, calling from his
hame - in Altkin County,
Minpesotn, where he lives
with his' wife and . two
sonm, “That really s what
made It possible, in 3 way.
I was just doing it for my
family, so 1 thought, Tve
Fot pothing to lose.” =
Suceess hos come uBex-
peciedly now, but the
dl-year-old Enger spent
years pursulng it by pen-

ning a series of crime nov-
els with hix brother, Lin.
"We staried writlng the
mysteries  becaude  we
thought it would be a fin,
easy way to make a lot of
money,” laughs  Enger.
=The books didat really
gain an sudience, but we
ot st rnnu“h adiches
to 'be offered another con-
tract. We wrote five of the
thiogs, and by the fifih
book we both had small
children snd we hoth had
demanding full-time joba ™
A er for Minne-
soia Public Radio since the

mid 08,
jAYe. up, on

Enger fimally
conmmercial

success and  set - out io

wrlte a miory that would
enteriain his wife, Rﬂb'm.
and thelr F"'-‘Y‘-“"“!L

“This story just kind of
popped [nto my head be-
cie my older son was
wulfering  from asthma,
badly,” says Enger, who's
had rwo debilitating epi-
posded
himaself.

“Of  course, . what - |
wanled o do waa work a
miracle for him Bor all [
could do was the hand

of severs asthma -

medical sl It secmed
ke the beginning of a
good book, 30 1 took of ™
Ochers.  clearly | agree,
such as producer  David
Hrown, A driving force be-
hind the award-winning
blockbugier thovies
“Chocolat,” “Diriving Miss
Diadey™ and the upcoming
Broadway musical =Sweet
Smell of Success.™ Hrown
discovered ~the ' book in
‘manuscript | form © and
quickly ught the, film

rights.

"We think the book will
be wvery succesaful” says
Brown, “though- we don'i
rely on that. Ji hat strong
chardcters., aL very  big
emotional panorama and a
freshoess about it, & kind
of Tyrical ‘quality. | =]l ia
lowe™

Enger seemn o be taking
his sudden chasge in for-
une one siep ol 4 Hme.
Heh repainted the bam

Tflrhﬂi Lﬂb

Emm his job — ﬂ:-r::uﬂr
turned in his resignathon.

MHow he's working on his
second, book and prepar-
ing for a reading tour that
brings him to Mew York
City on Det. 1.

Sucoess or failure, pood
times or bad, Enger secms
o take it all in aorbde, just
like a favorite song of his
that gives the book s
thtle.

"It comes from an old
beloved hymn called "It [s
Well With My Soul.’ " says
Enger, who was raised in a
n,und:numl.u!mnal Chris=
tian church.

" He begins to recite the

words: = “When peace like
a river attetadeth my "IJI!-J
When sarrows ke sea
lows rollf Whatever my
lot, He has taught me o
say/ It is well & b well
with my soul.” *



“It’s not likely you'll read
a better piece of fiction this year.”

“Keuben Land, the narrator of Peace
Like a River, believes in miracles. To
enjoy this winsomaly lvrical nowvel,
vou don’t have to. Bul a cerain amount
of faith is required. 5
Even if yvou believe only in Sllﬂ'll'lg,
heart-thumping storytelling
and sentences that sing,
this book will work for vou. ITyou're a
devoter of boys" adventure books—
hrised inpocents confronting scoundrels
round every bend—all the better,

But what allows Peace
Like a River to transcend
any limitations of belief and
Eenre is its broad, sagacious

umanity. Within the context of an
achventure-filled 1all 1ale, oddly enough,
the book stretchies out to gently explare the
ancient mysteries of family. Independence
and possession, lovalty and treachery, love
and loathimg—they're all here, even if it's
not always clear which is which. . ..

There is magic here,
none more potent than
Leif Enger's prose.”
—Dan Cryer, Nﬁrsdar

“Leif Enger may have unwit-
tingly written the perfect

book for an anxious time. . ..
[t has a generosity of spirit that is most
welcome in a dark time. . . . A book af
deep faith in faith, yet it is neither simple
nor sentimental . It is the surest
thing to a winner this fall,

a book of greal literary merit that nonethe-

less rostares readers’ faith in the kindness
of stories,” —=Marta Salij, Detroit Free Press
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“If ever there was a time for

a novel of faith and redemp-
tion—a quiet hook of old-

fashioned verities—nis is it
Written in lyrical, openhearted prose,
Peace Like a River even has a comiarting,
remarkable glimpse into the afterlife.”
—Michael Giltz, New Yark Post

“Enper has written a novel that’s boldly
romantic and unabashedly appealing,
a collage of legends fromt sources sacred

" and profane—ifrom the Old Testament

o the Old West, from Ih_o Cospels 1o
police dramas. It's @ journey
you simply must not miss.”

—Ron Charles,
The Christian Science Monitar
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“Enger has written one of

the year’s best novels. . . .
Chnce ina great while, a book comes
along that has such wonderful characters
and marvelous prose that vou read if as
much for the pure joy it offers on virtuaily
every page as 1o find out how it ends,
Charles Frazier's Cold Mountain was like
that. o was Plainsong by Kent Haruf. Add
Leif Enger's terrific new novel Peace Like
a River to that short list, You'll be sorry if
you miss it . . . Go outl and gel a copy;
savor it. This one is special.”

—Tom Walker, The Denver Post *

“Il's dangerous work, writing about faith. . . .
To get it as right as Leif Enger does in

his novel is nothing short

of miraculous. . . . what could
ke unbelievable becomes extraordinary

in Enger's hands. . _ . I words can bolster
lapsied faith, if a story can sturdy a shaky
foundation, then the flow of Enger’s
amazing new novel may bring more

than a few of us to his promised peace,”

—{Connie Ogle, The Miami MHerald

“You don't see novels like this one very
oiten. Peace Like a River
reminds a reader of Kent
Haruf’s Plainsong or even
Norman MaclLean’s A River
Runs Tflf‘ﬂﬂgﬁ It. i got that pure

American loss of innocence theme, that
belief in and fascination with miracles,
that insistence on the goodness of men
outsicde of the law.”

—Susan Salter Reynolds,
Los Angeles Times Book Review
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