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@ REALLY BIG SHOW

Line of Fire

By MICHAEL GILTZ

"% not even Christmas and the mid-
I season replacements are already upon

us. ABC is shelvi s Tuesday-night
staple, “NYPD Blue,” for three months 1o
gamble on Rod Lurie's “Ling of Fire”
ABC Is hoping the hard-bolled crime
dreama can steal some of the thunder
genernted by such cable series as FX's
“Mip/Tuck™ and ~The Shield” Creator
Lurie plans to deliver.

“This would be my headline 10 you,”
says Lurie, a journalist murned filmmaker
*The Contender”). “We made the decl-
sion not to ke coy. When people have sex,
thvey thrust, When people get hic, they
bleed. We want to be real.”

The result? Scenes of sex and violence
ikat graphically punctuate a subtle, in-
triguing drama about two antagonises:
agents from the FRI field office in Rich-
mond, Virginka and the Trish crime synsdi-
cate they're trying to bust.

David Paymer, usually kaown for play-
ing nebbishy Lawyers, gets a career mulke-
over a5 Jopah Malloy, the head of the
Irish crime family, a Meyer Lanskyesque
syndicate boss who explodes imo vio-
lence during the first episode.

“Malloy will take the crowbar and
whack it over someone's head,” says Pay-

mier, 49, “1 really haven't done that in film
or television, Rod puts me in so many dif-
feremt sifuations.”

Lurle jokes about how almost every-
thing Malloy docs is a first for the actor.

“Ewery time Divld gets a script he says,
i [ really have to kidnap a kid? Do [ re-
ally have to sleep with this hooker?™ says
Lurbe, 41 “1 tell ﬂin‘k “David, you're a bad
guy. Yes' He had his first sex scene. That
one, he id not complain aboot. 1 gave
him a good-looking wife™

“Line of Fire™ ks giving another actor a
chance to butch up her image. Leslic
Hope, whom viewers will remember as
Kiefer Sutherland's kidnapped wife on
*24. will aoe be plaving a victim this time
around.

1 play Lisa Cohen, the special agent in
charge of the Richmood office of the
FBI,” says Hope, 38, 1 am excellent ar my
job and not partcularly warm. And my
personal life 15 complerely dysfunctional.”

To say the least, According to Lurie,
“Lisa's a drunk and she's promiscuous. 1
wanted to create a female [Andy] Sipo-
wicz without the beer gur”

Both Paymer and Huope appreciate that
Lurie has colored his story in shades of
gray. There's no mistaking that the mob-
sters here are evil, but that doesn’t st
Lurle from getting you to identify wit
their travails & |3 “The Sopranee™ Ot

Let it bleed

Turd wiar b i
“Line af Fire.”

from realizing that not all law enforce-
ment people are saints 4 la Ellot Ness of
*The Untochables.”

To that end, Paymer points to the debut
episnde in whicl two men = one a mob-
ster, the other an FBI agem — die,

=gach side loses a man™ says Paymer. *1
give a enlogy about Charlie and it's really
quite emotional Jonah Is almost in tears
On the FBI side, they lose a man and the
FBI director is very cold. I think that
turns our expectations of the FBE and the
mob on their heads a litthe bit®

Lurie, whose second film, “The Con-
tender,” scored several (sear  nomi-
nations, hkad no trouble atracting film tak-
ents like Paymer to “Line of Fire™ He
himself had no  hesltation accepting
ARCs lucrative offer.

“Touchstone eonvinced me 1 could be
shooting a 13-howur mivle,” says Lurie.

That promise has been honored by ABC
and s prime-time programmer Susan
Lyne, whom Lurie worked with at Pre-
miere magazing when he was a journalist,

“To compele with cabls, you have to

ut your balls to the wall and roar,” says

urie. "ABC wants to be as forward- miov-
ing as it was when NYPD Blue' began.
We want to redefine the landscape.”
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